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MARRIAGES, 


- On 10th December, at Shanghai, CHARLES 
ArgtHur Howagp, Chief Tidesurveyor, I.M.C., 
Kiukiang, to Rose LAVINIA ALSFORD-SANDERS, of 
Bhangee 

- On 16th December. at Shangnai, Robert JAMES 
Marsuaut, M.!)., to Eraen May, younge -daugh- 
ter of ALExaNDER Wareat, of Shanghai. 

On 21st December, at St. John’s Cathedral, by 
the Rev, F. T. Johnson, ARTHUR WILLIAM HILL, 
Supreme Court, Hongkong, to Eaity Fiona von 
ReirrenstTuul, youngeét daughter of the late 
JONATHAN Hows, of Cambridge. 


DEATHS: | 
On ‘10th December, at the Victoria Nursing 
Home, Shanghai, ELIzaBETH Macs, aged 36 years. 


On 11th December, at the Isolation Hospital, 
Shanghai, of smallpox, Katiz, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. 0. A. Mapar, aged 6 years. 

On 18th December, at Hankow, Erik, son of 
Pau. and AMALIA BLESKY. 


On 18th Decemter, at Shanghai, Wituiam 


WALKER ARNOLD, aged 48 years. 
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ARRIVAL OF MAILS. 


: German Mail arrived. per the ss. Roon: 
on Thureday, the 22nd inst.; and the French 
Mail of the 25th November is expected to arrive, 


per the 83. Australien, sume time to-day. 


. all ged {o be blockade runners. 


"EPITOME OF THE WEEK. 


A Chinese “ Tria:]” pirate was sentenced at 
the Supreme Court on December 19th to three 
years imprisonment. 

The Governor's desire to lave a Volunicer 


reserve at Hongkong is rapidly being gratified. 
The idea is popular. 


Members of the Institution of Engineers and 
Shipbuilders of Hongkong on Dec. 16 gave a 
ball at the City Hall. 

The Japanese have captured two vessels 
They are the 
King Arthurind the Nigretia, 


ee J. Crawford, of the Engineer Company 
of the Volunteers, has been Promoted to the 
Sergeantcy resigned by Sergt. J. Parks, 


H.M.S, Albion arrived from Weihaiwei on 


Dec. 17. On the way down she sighted and 
exploded a mine off Shantung Promontory. 


Sergeant Bartolome, drill instructor at 
Hongkong, las left for Home, and was the 
recipient of a present and {estimonial from the 
Volunteers. 


The Taotai Shanghai has demanded from the 
Russian Consul the surrender of two of the 
Askold’s crew, who are alleged to have mur- 


, dered a Chinaman. 


Mr. F. Smyth, formerly lieutenant in the 
H.K.V.A., has presented a cup to be competed 
for (at “the fer gets) by members of the right 
half of No. 2 Company. 

The Tanjong Papir Dock Co. Ld, has been 
notified by the Secretary of State that the 
Government intends to expropriate ifs property 
on terms 'o be mutually arranged. 

Efforts were made to fix the guilt on cerfain 
Chinese, in the case of the big godown fire, but, 
a8 usual in such cases, it was found difficult to 
obtain satisfactory eyidence. Enquiries are 
still continui g. 

Messrs Benjamin, Kelly and Potts were in- 
formed by telegraph, on Dec. 21 that the 8. C. 
Farnham, Boyd & Co.. Ld., has declared an 
Interim Dividend of Tls.5 per share for the 
half year ended 31st October, 1904. 


His Excetlency the Governor presentiny the 
prizes at St. Joseph’s Coll-ge on the 17th 


insta t, said he felt it to be one of his para- 
mount duties to teke aun active interest in all 
that concerned the eduation of the y uth of 
the Colony. 


The Hongtong branch of the Navy League, 
at the anon! mevting, signalise! the depirture 
of Messrs. R. C’ Wilcox and D. R. Law hy 
eulogistic speeches having reference to the 


enthusiasm and energy those gentlemen had 
brought to-the Cause. 

At the Crown Lands sale at the Public Works 
Depar!ment on December 1%h. Kowloon In- 
land Lot No. 1,161 was bought by the Gas 
Company for $65, 418, while Inland Lot No. 
1,723 was sold to Yeung Chuk Hiog for $11,188. 
There was no competition. ‘ 


Tle Weihaiwei Gold .M'ning Co Ld. of 
Shanghai held a meeting on Deces.ber 1 th: 
An unsym, athetio Ban* had taken steps which 
caused them hastily to issae debectures. The 
shareholders seemed satisfied that gold in paying 
quantities would soon be forthcoming. 
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ae ae Spring Racing opens on February 
st. ; 


A Chinese employed at the Naval Yard Docks 
was on Dec, 19 found in the dock with a frao- 
tured skull. He was admitted to the Civil 


Hospital where he now lies in a serious condi- 
tion. How the accident oc is unknown 
but it is presumed that he fell into the dock. 


The proprietor of a pork shop at Queen’s Road 
West was proceeded against by Senior Inspector 
Lamble of the Sani Board for selling meat 
without a licence. The.cat was found in the 


shop already dressed for food. The defendant 
was ordered to pay $100, in default two months’ 
imprisonment. 

So soon after the p.esentation of a pair of 
white gloves to the Judge as a token of ong- 


kong’s freedom from crime, this last week's 
criminal session has come as a startler. Piracy, 


murder, and unnatural orime, involving sen- 
tences of death and lifelong imprisonment, are 
asainst a reputation for “spotless purity.” 


Local telegrams* to the Datly Press an- 
nounced the forthcoming purchasa of docks at 
Singapore by the British Government ; a 
demand by the Shanghai Taotai that Gwe 
Ruasian sailors be, given up to Chineie Justive 
for killing a Chinaman; and the arrival at 
Singapore of Japanese moen-o’-war, going to 
meet the Baltic Fleet. 


We are informed by the General Managers 
of the Tebrau Planting Co., Ld., that they are 
in receipt of advices from their Manager, Mr. 
Larken, to the effect that the negotiations for 
the sale of the Company's property which have 
been going on for some time have been brought 
to a successful issue and that the same has been 
sold for $50,000 cash. 

Mr. J. C. E. Douglas, a British magistrate 
at Shanghai, fined some of the crew of the 
steamer Nigretia for refusiag to go to Viadi- 
vestock, aod threatened to imprison them if 
they persiste.!. - Shortly after she sailed, the . 
steamer was seized by the Japanese, and found 
to be oarrying Russian naval officers who had 
been interned at Shanghai. 


to “J. T. C.,” Stanley Gibbons’ 
Monthly Journal. a fe for stamp collectors. 
says “the letters ‘ surcharged w os Sl oe 
Hongkong stamps stand for Duily 

local newspaper which is allowed to mark "its 
stamps thus to prevent theft.” One London 
dealer told an inquirer that the mysterious 
lettars were put on by the Censor on account 
of the war ! 


A Chinese woman, sentenced by Mr. Gom- 


pert to undergo six months’ imprisonment for 
detaining a young girl, misunderstood the 
situation ;.and thinking it was her victim who 
had to go to guol, was all smiles. The girl, 
labouring tnder the same delusion, swooned. 
A kindly policeman explained matters, the 


In repl 


harpy did the swooning, and the young girl 


grew more cheerful. 
The Kowloon Cricket Club may possibly be 


; granted a fine piece of ground, containing some 


35,00 square feet, off Austen Road, Kowloon. 
The only difficulty appears to be that the Kow- 
loon Bowling Green Club ground is situated on 
this plot. This club has been sprececied | by the 
Government with an offer of a larger piece of .- 
land nearer the barracks and amon tary com- . 


- pensation. The mitter is still in a ae 
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THE MYTH OF THE YELLOW 
PERIL. 


——__ -_4____—_—_- — : 
(Daily Press, 17th December.) 

Were we askedjfor a definition of the word 
“Myth,” its two most essential characteris- 
ties—that it should be, uncdhscious, and 
that it shauld be only subjectively true, 
must occupy the foremost place. Habi- 
tually we speak of the ages of Myth as long 
past, and contrast therm with what we by 
antithesis pretend to call the age of his- 
tory, a8 if the factor of objective truth had 
at some period been miraculously intro- 
duced into human affairs. The historian 
who seeks t) pry into the events of his own 
time soon qHiakes the discovery how poteut 
is the spell thrown about his path, and how 
difficult, if not impossible, of unravelment are 
those unconscious threads which engage 
: both actor and relator in on2 common net, 
from which escape i3 only practicable in 
the inverse ratio of its remoteness. Thus 


the Myfius which in modern affairs shrouds 
our judgment and befogs our mental vision, 


because we ourselves can by no means’ 
extricate ourselves from its all-pervading 


tentacles, in the distant past often affords 
us clear glimpses of the reality,—the more 
trustworthy that they are absolutely: un- 
conscious. One of these myths which still 
~ clings to us with all the grim persistence of 


.* Deianeira’s poisoned garment is, of course, 


the Yellow Spectre that haunts the imagina- 
tions of continental statesmen. An in- 
contestible fact in the 18th century, it had 
by the middle of the 19th dwindled down 
to a faint legend; its revival as a full- 


grown myth by the end of the century is 
worthy of notice. 

With that revival the name of the late 
Lord Sauissuey is perhaps to be intimately 
associated. To open out the riches of the 
Far kast had for centuries been the dream 
of medieval Europe, but the Mohammedan 
occupation of all western Asia stood in the 


way, till the rounding of the Cape by 
Vasco DE GaMa opened a new road by sca, 


which Purtug.l lost no time in taking ad- 
vantage of. For some time she practically 
kept the trade in her own hands, but by 
degrees other nations crept in, and early in 
the eighteeuth century practically all the 
nations of Europe had their representatives 
at Canton. ‘The Chinese had all through 
been somewhat jealous of this position, 
which had, however, comported with the 
policy of the earlier and greater monarchs 
‘of the new Mancheo dynasty, who were 
sufficiently powertul to exercise real contro! 
over their foreign visitors, The Maricheo 
dynasty, as is customary with Asiatic 
sovereignties, fell on evil times, and its 
government finding ‘itself unable to cope 
with the more vigorous men from afar, 
became jealous aud attempted - by inter- 
ferences and restrictions of «ll kinds 
to render unbearable the further resi- 
dence of the Europeans, whom, however, 
it could not by fair means remove. At last 
the situation becoming unbeurable, the 
British Guverument was driven to interfere 
by force of arins ; with the result that the 
Chinese Government had to enter into the 
treaty of Nanking, which it was ho ed 
would result in a better understanding 
between China and the European nativns. 
The British Government had no desire to 
interfere with the old-established empire of 
China, and im this it was in consonance 
with the entire nation, who bad no_ desire 
to increase the responsibilities of the Empire, 
and felt that Great Britain already ha: her 
hands full enough, aud would gladly .cry 
halt. The Chinese Empire in its decay had 
‘no statesman of -ufficient ability to recvg nize 
the situation, and still kept ou its policy 
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of obstruction, necessitating an almost 
constant state, if not of war, of 
practical hostility, requiring coustant vigi- 
|Jance with occasionally harsher measures, 
' till Lord Sanrapory acceding to office, with 
the best of intentions, but scarcely fully 
| comprehending the utter breakdown of the 
governinental system of China, evolved a 
| policy of using China as a set-off against 
‘ Russia, then beginning to make herself 
| prominent in the affairs of the further East. 
The policy in itself was sound enough, but 
neither Lord Sautapury nor his trusted 


ladvisers were aware of the utter stage of 
. decry into which the China of the day had 


fallen. In a few words he proposed to 
enter on a differen! course of treatment, and 


by yielding to China in such points as he 
thought he could with safety, to engage Ler 
rulers in his interest, and eveutually by 
strengtheninz her hands to utilise her in 
putting an end to further Russian advances. 
Had China possessed within herself any of 
the elements of. stability something might 
have been anticipated from such a course, 
_but sin reckoning on any assistance from 
the effete faction then in power he 
! was reckoning without his host. China 
was 80 sick herself that she could scarcely 
sit up, much less render any help to anyone 
else, and the most she desired was to he 
permitted to shuftle off her mortal coil in 
peace. But the scheme did not fall on deaf 
ears: other countries had been looking out 
for the reversion of her estate, and were. not 
plagued with such tender consciences, They 
had been looking out for the collapse which 
they fancied they saw approaching, and 
Lord Sarispury’s suggestion of ure. 
suscitated China threw momentarily a flood 
of cold water on their hopes. Was it 
possible that after all the sick man had so 
much vitality left as the British Minister 
fancied ? The very idea led them to ponder: 
there was a time when Eastern Asia had 
well nigh proved more than a match for the 


whole of Europ, when the arms of Baru 
had ‘uverrun the entire of south-eastern 


Europe, and were only prevented from 
aunexing the rest of the continent by 
the recall in the midst of his victories of 
the redoubtable Baru. Russia, who had 
planned out a scheme of partition which 
recalled her actions in Poland at the end 
of the eighteenth century, was the first to 
take alarm, but was quickly followed by 
Germany. Surely, thought they, should 
China seriously listen to the voice of Eng- 
land aud pull herself togetber,all our fondest 
schemes are likely to be dashed to the 
ground, and we must for ever give up our 
crand game of a,sgrandisersent. Better 
then be the first to cry aloud and warn 
the nations of their impending danger. 
England surely dare not provoke avother 
“ Mongol” invasion of Europe, and must 
range herself on our side and permit us to 
carry out our programwe ; when we between 
us have entered on pessegsion it will be 
time enouzh to act as the “vulgar little 
boy” and rally her on her credulity. 
Fortunately England knew as much as 
Russia of the causes of China’s effacemeat, 
and probably knew more of her actual 
powers of offence, and the picture drawn by 
the Kuiser of tlhe dreadful spectre fell flat, 
but none the less it is well to remember that 
we are not yet out of the bush, and though 
the Yellow Terror has for once failed of its 
hoped-for effect, we have still to be pre- 
pared for eveutualities in Eustern Asia, 
assured that the very first case of neglect 
on our part will be fullowed by the immedi- 
ate occupation of the deserted post by our 
ever watchful and wily opponents. The 


evolution of the myth of the “ Terror”’ i 
but a small part of the scheme, but th 
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game power of imagination, which evolved . 

so futile, if ingenious ameasure to gain 

the sympathies of theworld is not likely 

to hesitate as to its means. — 
‘ TE 


CHINA AND THE WAR. 


ae gt ne 
(Daily Press, 19th December.) - 4 

The manner in which China has hitherto 
contrived to keep out of the difficulties 
created by the war has been no less gratify- 
ing than surprising. That it was to. her 
own interest to preserve neutrality there 
could be no question, and that she should 


do so. was equally to the interests of 
foreign nations. Had China been com- 
pelled to take a side—either one way or 


the other—wide-spread complications must 
inevitably have arisen; and there cau be 
no doubt that every attempt was made by 
Russia to force the‘Chinese into what 
would have been a cardinal mistake on 
their part and would have worked admirably 
into the hands of that nation. The position 
of the Chinese was by no means an enviable 
one, and it must have required an unusual] 


amount of tact and firmmess on the part 
of the Central authorities to prevent some 


hasty act on the part of one or other of the 


local officials which might have dragged 
the Empire into hostilitiés. The difficulty 
was lrom the first apparent to all acquainted 
with the peculiar relations between the 
Imperial and Provincial authorities, and 
the trouble jwhich the former have at ‘all 
times’ to réstrain outbursts of popular 
feeling. Np‘doubt both these elements ~ 
have at times been exaggerated, and have 
been made the excuse alike for wrongfal 
action and equally wrongful inaction on 
many occasions. But that these difficulities 
do exist toa considerable extent there can 

no doubt. The Provincial authorities, while 
nominally completely subservient to Peking, 
are often prone to take action on their 
own initiative, and in times of pressure, there 


is always a danger of their getting out of 
hand; and the.same want of subordination 


is to be found on gccasion amongst the 
masses. Sir THomMAs WabE once observed 
that, although the Chinese appeared to be 
under the most absolute form of govern- 
ment, there was really no nation so demo- 
cratic as China. With such a state of 
things to deal with, it must have been no 
~easy task to hold the people in. order ; and 
the difficulty which thus existed’ was greatly 


increased by| the fact that Russia was only 
too anxious from the first to draw China in, 


and, as events progressed, this desire was 
rather increased than diminished—though 
later on, no doubt, Russia had cause to con- 
gratulate herself that her attempts to force 
the Chihese linto declared hostility did not 
succeed. or this, however, she had to 
thank good fortune and well-advised firm- 
ness on the part of China rather than her 
own action.| ‘“ Pinch their tails ennugh and 
they will fight” was what was said by- 
a Russian }Diplomatist referring to the 
Chinese shortly. lefore the war broke out 

and most certainly their tails 
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whichever side proved victorious. It must 
so become abundantly evident to her tliat 
ahe ran leas danger from Japan obtaining 
a strong influence in Manchuria than from 
Russia continuing her quasi Protectorate 
_ but real occupation of the country; and if 
Japan pushed the Russians back, she was 
after all only fighting the Chinese battle for, 
them. Of course there was still the ques- 
tion of preventing the Japanese taking up 
an attitude which would menace the 
integrity of China. The fear of this had 

been from the first at the bottom of her 
- easy yielding to Russian aggression ; but in 
this respect the Chinese are shrewd enough 
. to know that the influence of foreign nations 
would probably. be sufficient to restrain 
‘Japan, while all past experience showed 
that it was not sufficient to restrain Russia. 


The wisdom of the course which was 
adopted cannot be doubied. Though the 
task was by no meang an ersy one, the 
‘Chinese have managed to escape the trap 
which in more ways than one was laid for 
them ; and so averted a spread of complica- 
tions which would have been far reaching 
‘in its effects. Had China been forced into 
the war, Russia would bave had, what she 
manifestly desired, namely a ground ou 
which she could drag other Powers in, It 
would have become almost impossible for 
other nations to remain neutral. 


ALLIANCE BETWEEN CHINA 
AND JAPAN UNLIKELY. 


—— — 
(Daily Press, 20th December.) 

In recently dealing with the question, 
that has been so earnestly discussed in the 
Home papers, of the effects which are likely. 
to be produced by the probable overthrow 
of Russian supremacy in Manchuria, a 
writer in the Times bases a speculation as 
to the possibility of danger arising in the’ 
form of a combination between China and 
Japan against European Powers, chiefly 
upon the essential difference between the 
Chinese and the Japanese character. Judg- 
ing from this standpoint, he comes to the 
conclusion that there is not much ground to 
fear that there will be-an “awakening of 
China” such as. may be productive of the 
territle results which have been fore- 
shadowed by writers in the Continental | 
Press on this subject. This conclusion is no 
doubt a perfectly sound one; and it might- 
have been sustained upon more solid 
grounus than merely the difference between 
the Chinese and the Japanese in character. 
The two peoples do not more differ in in- 
' dividual character than in their national 
autonomy. Japan is a model of centralisa- 


tion, China a marvel of all that makes for 
decentralisation. fn the former country 


- there is complete control at Headquarters 
and loyal co-operation by subordinates and. 
by the people at large; while in China, the 
want of control by the central authorities 
over those in the Provinces has always stood 
out as a marked feature, and must for many |: 
years to come prevent such reforms as have 
been introduced into Japan, where the nation 
as a whole can be much more easily moved. 
‘What has been done in Japan is thus im- 
_ possible in China. It must be very many 
years before such a change could be wrought 


as would make it possible for China as a 
whole to assimilate western knowledge and 
appliances as Japan has done; or, if it cou'd 
’ do so, to use them for the benefit of the 
nation at large. Before such a period has 
elapsed, other changes of an equally im- 
portant character may reasonably ke looked 
‘for, which will greatly. modify ary danger ; 
that might be supposed likely|to arise. The | 
opposition to Europeans which causes out- | 
breaks from time to time ,is chiefly the 
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result of the Chinese adherence to their old 
system ; and before this could be overcome 
sufficiently to enable China to adopt Euro- 
pean appliances—wurlike and other —in any 
way that could possibly be considered likely 


to lead up to an invasion of Europe even in 
conjunction with Japan, she would have 


learnt enough to make her very little in- 
clined for any such enterprise. A combina- 
tion of this nature between China and Japan 
such as would be dangerous to Europe 
generally is thus in the highest degree 
improbable within any period of time worth 
considering as a matter of practical politics ; 


and indeed, except so far as it may'be pro-. 


voked by a common danger from aggressive 
action on the part of a given European 
‘nation, any such combination is very un- 
likely at all. The Chinese are no friends 
specially of the Japanese, and will be quite 
coutent to hold their own in their own 
peculiar way. for very many years to come, 
and even if this were not so, there is no 
reason to imagine that the Japanese will 
have-any idea of juining with them for a 
heroic attack upon Jeurope as a whole. 
Their whole tendency indeed is precisely in 
the opposite direction. They have fully 
recognised that their main interests are in 
common with foreigu nations considered 
generally. They are anxious to come into 
line in all questions of comm:rcial and 
general policy, und are, in any case wh-re 
China wight adopt a different attitude, 
much tore likely to be a support than an 
opposition to western nations. 

_ It is no doubt so new a thing in 
the history of European dealings with 
Eastern nations, for a foreign Power 
to meet with opposition such as_ has 
been made against Russia, that it is not 
surprising people should spéculate as to 
what will be the outcome of such an event. 
It is generally assumed that Japan will 
become elated to such a degree that any- 
thing reasonable or unreasonable may be 
expected of her. The facts, however, do 
not justify any such apprehensions. It was 
certainly w:th great reluctance -that Japan 
entered upon the war, which she was to the 
last anxious to avoid if Russia had given 
her any opportunity of doing so. The 
steady aggression of Russia threatening her 
independence wis so manifest that wction 
could not be avoided. It dves- not at all 
follow that in normal circumstances a War- 
like policy will be acceptable to a nation 
among whom the instincts of trade and 
peaceful progress are marked features. The 
only circumstances in which it is likely that 
Japan and China would combine in warlike 
operations are where a mutual danger 
rendered! such combination ab-olutely neces- 
sary for self preservation; and it is not 
likely that this will arise. The idea that 
out of mere ambition und desire for con- 
quest China and Japan would combine for 
a general attack upon Europeans completely 
ignores the nature aud genius of the latter 
country. The unanimity necessary to sus- 
tain such a gigantic enterprise could hardly 
be aroused among the Chinee, even if it 
were in auy dezree likely that it would be 
acceptable to Japin to unite her fortunes 
with so doubtful an ally. 


The Korean oan Office, according to a 
au 


report in tie Aorea ly News,-has declared 
the contract entered into between a Korean 
styling himself the head of the Ko-ean 
Fish: ries Co., and a Japanese whaling syndicite 
at Nagasaki, for whaling rights on the Korean 
coasts, null and void. Th» Foreign Office is 
unaware of the exis ence of a “ Kcrean Fisheries 
Co.” and moreover cannot endorse any’ such 
contract, which was made without its know- 


ledge. 
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DANGER OF DELAY. 


(Daily Press, 2ist December.) 

Although we| do not by any means en- 
dorse the statements made by some of the. | 
alarmists in North China as to the feeling 
in the Northern|provinces against foreigners, _ 
it cannot be doubted for a moment that 
there is less disposition on the part of the 
Chinese and their officials. to welcome 
foreign enterprise into the -country. The 
Boxer agitation and the anti-foreign views 
expressed by many natives in the interior 
are the fruit of incendiary literature and 
false reports spread in the tea-shops, but 
these are not, we believe, in any way coun- 
tenanced by the Imperial Government or 
even by the provincial officials. The atten-. 
tion of tha Waiwupu having been called to 
the anti-foreign jtracts recently published in 
the three Northern provinces, » memorial 
was addressed tb the Throne on the subject, 
and a Rescript goon followed, of which the 
following tranglation is given by our 
Shanghai morsing contemporary :—‘ At 
Tamin and Shanté in Chihli, Changté in 
Honan, and ‘Tungao-bsien in Shantung - 
there are societits of bandits reported to be 
established whith gather together men-in 
great numbers {nnd spread false rumours, 
These societies |have for their object the. 
harassing of Christians, and they seek to ~ 
raise trouble by|exciting suspicion. If this 
is really the cas¢ these societies ought to be 
rootedsout completely at once, and the 
members arrested and dealt with im-~ 
mediately. That the affair may be nipped 
in the bud, Yuaw Sura-xar, Coou Fv, 
and Coen Kwel-sune must therefore give 
orders at once to the civil and military 
officials of the various places, directing them 
to allow no concealment, but to apprehend 
the offenders by direct and secret methods, 
and deal with them respectively according - 
to their deserts. Moreover, the lives and 
property of the missionaries in the various 
places must be jealously protected; there 
must be no disturbance whatever, as will be 
the result if there is any remissness on the 
part of the officials. We consider this a 
most important matter.” From this it will 
be gathered that the Peking Government is 
quite prepared to take the steps necessary 
to repress any attempt that may be made 
by- agitators and to prevent any fanatic 
feeling hecoming dangerous, for they cer- 
tainly do not want another occupation of 
the capital and district by foreign troops, 
and they recognise that the Powers cannot 
permit their subjects to be wantonly mas. 
sacred. : : 

But while they are anxious not to afford 


a fresh pretext for foreign interference, they 
are also more alive to the inadvisabiliry, 


from their point of view, of allowing fore 
eigners to obtain a footing m the country 
after the manner of the Muscovites in 
building a railway across Chinese territory 
and then usurping administrative functions 
on the plea of affording the line protection. . 
The Chinese .people have also. seen the 
Russian hosts beaten back with' great loss 
by the Japanese armies, and they not un- 


naturally begin to suspect that the talons _- 
of the Bear are not so powerful as they had 


been led by appearances t suppose. They 
are therefure waxing bolder: in their. de- 
meanour to foreigners, and are freely urging 
their authorities not to grant any further 
concessions to strangers for railways. The 
action ofthe people of the Two Kwang in 
asking that the concession to the American 
“Syndicate to build the Hankow-Canton 
Railway should be cancelled because they 
had agreed to sell their, rights under their 
agreement to the Belgian Syndicate and.the™ 
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change of policy. Another has recently 
been given. An application made by the 
representative of a French syndicate for 
permission to construct a railway. between 
Heian, the capital of Shensi, and Talyuan-fu, 
the capilal of Shansi, a distance of ‘nearly 
seven hundred miles, has now, -we hear, 


been refused. The petition was referred 
by the Waiwupu to the Governors of 


the two provinces named to report upon, 
and they replied that, considering the im- 
portance of the route through which the 


proposed line will pass, it would not be 
politic to allow foreigners to control or work 


such a railway, Moreover, there are plenty 


of gentry and merchants in the two provinces 
quite ready to raise the funds required for 
the construction of the line without resort- 
ing to foreign capitalists at all. The fear 
of fureign interference is strong in China, 


and it is not too much to say that it has 


originated out of the aggressive action of 
the Russians in Manchuria, As a con- 
sequence, we fear, the development of the 
material resources of China and the exten- 
sion of her means of internal communication 
will be delayed no doubt to a consider- 
able extent by this mistrust, inasinuch 
as while it is true that there is a 
great deal of unemployed or hoarded capital 
in China, it will always be shy of investment 
in enterprises which may and would be at 
the mercy of the mandarins. Meanwhile, 
too, there is reasou to expect that those 
enterprising foreigners who have, after 
much trouble, obtained railway and other 
concessions in China will find that, from 
one cause or another, it will be difficult to 
make substantial progress with such under- 
- takings. At the same time, it is more than 
likely that any neglect to comply with the 
couditions of such concessions, or failure 
to construct a projected railway, will be 
eagerly seized ns pretext for cancelling a 
concession. Will the British and Chinese 
Corporation plense take note? 


RUSSIAN OUTRAGE AT 
SHANGHAI. 
————__—_»—_———_ 
(Daily Press, 22nd December.) . 
War is having its effect upon the universal 


nerves. It is -brutulising the participants, 
brutalising the behold. rs; and it us chang- 
ing the intellectual focus of all and sundry. 
Its neuralgic effect upon some of the actora 
in the great international tragedy has just 
been illustrated in a distressing manner at 
" Shanghai, with fatal result to a Chinaman, 
and with disturbing effect upon the mental 
‘Valance of our fellow nationals in the 
northern port. an 
It appears that Shanghai hag been for . 
some time offended by the bearing and } 
‘behaviour of the Russian sailors going i 
ashore from the'r interned ships. How | 
much the local bias in favour-of Japan and | 
against Russia has conspired to exay- 
g: rate their misdeeds, we cin only guess. 
. It does seem ns if someone ought to point 
out, even after the latest disastrous incident, 
the need of making some charitable alluw- 
ance for the tame tigers so recently excited 
by t-e smell of blood. The inherent sava- 
gery of the human brute has. been drazved 
nearer the surface in the soldier. It is but 
held on leash in time of peace: in war Line, 
he is adwired, and praised, for letting it 
out, aud called a bero if be lets it go at the 


right moment. Here at Shanghai we have 
a lot of human fighting animals, whose 


tushes have been whetted, and who have 
been withdrawn and held back from further 
scenes of carnage, ‘Tley have nut yet had 
time to get back to the old peace footing. 
° Before, teased and t_rmented by the ricsha 


‘ladies there quake iu their beds. 
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coolie, these sama men would have grinned 
amiably, even after vodka, and shown no evil 
temper. Now, since self repression of that kind 
is not called for in the trenches, or behind 
the gun shields, they had lost the knack of 
patience, With a mob of jabbering Chinese 
coolies behind them, some even impudently 


plucking at their garments; and remember- 
ing that they were prisoxers of war, with 
liberties recently restricted, it is small 
wonder that they should be goaded to 
viciousness. A weapon lying unfortunately 
too handy, one of them, according to our con- 
temporary, swung it behind him, obviously 
to rid himself of his annoyers. Whatever 


his intentions were with regard to the 
coulies, it seems clear, from the report, that 
be intended no hurt to his actual victim. 
That is, ‘if it be true that the Chinaman 
killed by the swung adze was a non- 
interested passer by. How is it, in face of 
this admission, that we find our hitherto 
sober contemporary clamouring for ven- 


geance? It must le that the war fever has 
got into itralso. Since Russian law prevents 


the Russian consul trying a Russian sailor 


when that sailor’s officers are available, - 


and because presumably, it does not 
trust the Russian ‘Court Martial to make 
the punishment sufficiently severe, our 
northern contemporary abandons a prin- 
ciple that is as old us foreign residence 
in China; and would have these two 
foreigners handed over to trial by Chinese. 
It is very bad, and very alarming, of course, 
that evil-passione} Russiin sailors should 
be allowed to wander through the streets of 
Shanghai. [t must make some of the old 
But a 
little while ago, there were Japanese youths 
running about Shanghai, with knives, and 
using them. This was bad, too, but we do 
not wish to make too much of it. It was, 
as we say, one of the painful concomitants 
of aclose-by war. ‘I'here was no outcry, 
however, against the -principle of extra- 
territoriality in that case; no demand that 
the foreign delinquents should be handed 
over to the tender mercies of a Taotai. 
Why this difference ? : 

After the North Sea affair, we have no 
great love for the Russian sailor. We can 
never trust him now to behave like a 
civilized creature. At the same time, he is 
a foreigner, and we know something of 
Chinese criminal procedure.. We remember 
things that this war and this incident ap- 
pear to have made Shanghai forget. Not 
having forgutien, and not having succumbed 
to the fell influences of the war, we cannot 
join our otherwisé esteemed contemporary. 
in its latest demand. Instead, we protest, 
and strongly protest, against it. 


_ OPIUM. 


~ = me. eS 


(Daily Press, 28rd December.) 


When the war is over, we are to have 


another agitation against the opium traffic. 
So we gather from some free literature 
which has reached us from America. The 
fact. that the date fixed for it is so uncertain 
places it among the future troubles that 
seem to have but little concern with us 
to-day; but a little cold water ‘poured on 
them at the outset should not come amiss 
to these ardent sp.rits who wish to do 
sbdinething for China “ when the war is over.” 
The International Refurm Bureau of Wash- 
ingion claims to have shown consilerable 
patience, forbearmg to trouble England 
with the matter while she was occupiel 
with the other Boers. In October last, 
however, the Rt. Hon. A. J. Batrour bad 
a long letter from them, for which he pro- 
mised “ careful consideration.’ The letter, 


[December 26, 1904. 


with a certain degree of tact, besought the 
British Government to cancel its “ dishonor- 
able treaty" with China, and went on :— 
“You doubtless know that the opiug 
revenue from China is diminishing toward 
a vanishing point, and this would seem to 
be from every point of view the strategic 
time to create a favonrable impression on 
interoational public opinion, before the ery 
shall be raised that China, having been 
delivered from the paw of the Bear, must 
be delivered from the more destructive paw 
of the Lion.’’ The writer, Mr. WitBor F. 
Crarts, strokes the British Premier down 
neatly by assuring him of “my very high 
opinion of the British Governnent”; and 
proceeds to quote Wu Tine Fana, Chinese 
Minister at Washington, to the effect that 
although Chinn. now raises much opium, 
“because otherwise it must have it froni 
outside, the entire business would be 


swiftly suppressed if Great Britain would 
give the Chinese a free hand.” There is 
room for more than one opinion, we su 

pose, as to the honourable or dishonourable 
character of our old treaty. As to it being 
particularly an opium treaty, we know of 
no greater reason for so calling it than the 
fact that the Emperor of China agreed to 
pay the value of some opium that was. 


“delivered up at Canton in the month of 
March, 1889, fas a ransom” for certain 
Englishmen then imprisone | and threatened 
with death. To speak of the “ compulsory 
sale of opium, (particularly) enforced by 
British treaty,” is as false as it seems to be 
fashionable. It is worth while to nole the 
remark by Wu Tine Fane, which the anti- 
opium people quote so glibly, China,which at 
present “ raises much opium, because other- 
wise it must have it from outside,” is said 
to need only a free hand to suppress the 
use of the drug altogether. If ever two 
mutually exclusive propositions were linked 
together, they are linked together here, 
surely? In any case, there is little 
Jikelihood of China -refusing to import 
opium while it enhances her revenue as 
it does at present. 
first pkace was probably to all foreign 
imports, nnd not to opium particularly-; 
and it has’ to be rememberel that opium 
was “an article of trade at Canton in the 
middle of last century.” To call it the white 
man’s puison is nonsense. It was introduced 
by Chinese from Java, and the white man 
catered to a “long felt want.” He is 
still catering, in competition with the 
enormous native growth; and providing a 
much purer article than that prepared by 
the Chinese themselves. Here is more use- 
ful work for tha Reform Bureau, to push 
the sale of the less injurious article! As 
to facts, the Reform Bureau mentions the _ 
desire of the Chiness Government to pro- 
hibit its use, while the Shenpao of Shanghai 
says itis “loth|to give up this source of 
revenue.” A Chefoo missionary is reported 
to have written that “the opium habit... ~ 
is draining the resources of the people and 
consequently their purchasing power.” 
Apropos thereoff there is a story worth re- 
telling of the anti-tobacco crank aid the 


smoker, ‘What does your tobaceo cost 

you a week?”| the smoker was asked. 

*« About half crown,” he answered. “‘ How 

long haye you smoked at that rate?” was 

the next question. “About ten years ae 
said the smoker, ‘‘ Has it ever occurred to 

you that with the money sv wasted, invested 

at compound interest, you could ‘now have ~ 
owned the hose’ you Jive in?’ The 
bidgered man |removed his pipe to ask: 
“Do you smokg?” “No.” “Do you own 
the house you jlive in?” “No.” “ Well, 
then.” Perhaps there are some other reasons 
for China’s poverty. 


The objection in ‘the | - 


PPE TUNR TIA Ie meanings —_— 


af 


NIT ae 


Decembér 26, 1904] 
SUPREME COURT. 


:0: 
Friday, 16th December. 
In APPELLATE JURISDICTION. : 


Berore 912 H.8.Berxerey (Caier JUstice) 
axp Mx. T. SzRcomBE SMITH 
(PursnE JUDGE.) 

TANG T8Z Uv. THE TTORNEY-G! NERAL 

‘Lhe fifth day of the hearing of this appeal. 
As before, Messrs. M. W. Slade and H. G. 
Calthrop, instructed by Mr. J. Harston, 
appesred for the appellant; the Hon. E. H. 
Sharp, K.C., and Mr. H. E. Pollock, K.C., 
instructed by Mr F. B. L. Bowley (i‘rown 
Folicitor), for the Attorney-General. 


Mr. Slade continued his case for the appellant. 


In SUMMARY JURISDICTION. 


Berore His Honour T. SERCOMBE SmitH 
(PUISNE JUDGE.) 


JUDGMENT WITH COSTS, 

Judgment with costs was given in the 
following cases:—The Hing Cheong Lung 
Wing Ki v. The Chan Ching Provision Store ; 
$106.15; The Fuk Wo v. Ting Kai, $22.67 ; 
Lam Choy Pang v. The Lan Shing firm, $100; 
S.J. David and Co. v. Lai Hing, $30; Chin 
Tsong Fat v. Mung Po, $51; The Kai Tai t. 
Li Pui, $39.60;- and Hurnam Singh v. Lo 
Hoi, $15. 


Saturday, 1ith December. 


In SUMMABY JURISDICTION 
Berore His Honour Mr. T. SERCOMBE 
Smirn (PuIsNE JUDGE.) 


: \ 
NG HAM:CHEUNG v. JEBSEN AND CO. é 
The plaintiff, represented by Mr. HH. W 


Bailey, claimed $1,000, being damages for 
preach of contract. Mr. H. W. Looker (of 


Messrs. Deacon, Looker and Deacon) appeared 
for the defence. 

Mr. Bailey stated that the claim originally 
was for $1,267.55, reduced to $1,000 so as to 
come Within summary jurisdiétion. On the 19th 
September the plaintiff entered into a contract 
with the defendants for the supply of fifty tons 
of Hamburg horse shoes at $2.86 per picul. 
These horse shoes were actually in the defen- 
dants ’ possession at the time and were to be 
supplied within one month from the date of the 
contract. The plaintiff mentioned to the broker 
arranging the contract that the horse shoes 
were for shipment. A few days later the 
plaintiff, through his agent at Newchwang, 
resold the shoes at Tls. 3 mace 8 per picul. 
Subsequently the plaintiff heard that the shoes 
had been scold by- defendants to a third party, 
and plaintiff wrote to the defendants asking for 


delivery of the shoes. Defendants replied that 
they could not do so then as the people from 


_whom defendants purchased had not delivered 


them. That was at the end of October or the 
beginning of November, well after the month 
had expired. He submitted a letter from the 
plaintiff's agent at Newchwang in support of 
the contention that a sub-contract was made, 
He did not produce - the contract, as he 
understood that the defendants’ solicitor admit- 


‘ted the letter. . 


Mr. Looker said that though he admitted the 
letter, he did not admit the legal import of it. 

Mr. Bailey said that on the understanding 
that the letter was admitted the plaintiff had 


“not gone to the expense of sending to New- 


chwang for the witnesses. 

His Honour, to allow the plaintifi to get 
further evidence from Newchwang, adjourned 
the case for six weeks. 


Monday, 19th December. 


—o 


In CRIMINAL, JURISDICTION. 


= 
Berors fin H. SpencsR BERKELEY 
(CHEF JUSTICE). 


A TRIAD PIRATE. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


(Chinese village at the extreme west of Lantao | 

Island) fisherman, on the 6th July last; (2) 

with, accompanied by others, making 6 riot 

under arms later on the same day i and (3) with 
=) 


unlawfully assembling with others to create 
a disturbance. 


> Hon. Mr. E. H. Sharp, K.C. (Attorney- 


General), inatracted by Mr. F. B. L. Bowley 
(Crown Solicitor), prosecuted on’ beha!f of the 


Crown. 

The prisoner pl-aded not guilty, and the 
following jury was empanelled :—Mesers. a, 
Banks, H, W. Fraser, W. A. Ward, I. Silber- 
mann, G. M. Smith, H. N. Mody and F. A. 
Wendt. 

Fung Ki Fa, in giving avidence, said that at 
about 9 a.m, on the 6th of July last the prisoner, 
in the capacity of a Triad leader, along with 
two others, came to his boat and demanded 
$100 blackmail. The prisoner and his ang | 
belonged to Hok-lo (a district in Chinese 
territory outside the British New Terri- 
try). On the witness yefusing to accede to 
the demand the defendant threatened to briog 
a gang of & hundred men and make him do so. 
He then left with the others, but returned at 
eleven o'clock accompanied by a gang of pirates 
who manned seven or eight boats. Phe beats 
were not able to cross the bar, although it was 
high water, so the pirates, after shouting 
threats that they would beat the present wit- 
ness and break up his boat, landed a litte |. 
distance away and apprceached the village along 
the shore. The witness and others pointed 
arms at them, and the attackers, after shouting 
out more threats, retired. The prisoner cried 
out to his comrades “ Brethren, we cannot get 
across this deep water. We will go away, take 
tea, and come back at three o'clock, abb tide. 
We can then get across.” The prisoner was 
armed with a revolver and knife. The police 


| were informed in the meanwhile, and when the 


pirates returned four of them were arrested, 
put the prisoner, the leader of the gang, 


escaped. The prisoner had levied small sums 
of blackmail from the witness on previous 
occasions. 


In answer to the prisoner's question, “Am I 
not a fisherman ?" witness replied “ You are a 
vagabond and belong to the Triads.” 

Two other fishermen gave evidence, and P.-C. 
Henry Harding, sworn, deposed that on the 24th 
October last, on account of information received, 
he went to Shek Shan Village in Lantao Tsland 
accompanied by about fifty fishermen. The pri- 
soner was found in a matshed lying down under 
some boxes. ; . : me 

~ ‘he jury, after the Chief J ustice’s summing 
up, returned a verdict of guilty. His Lordship | 
sentenced the man to three ye:rs’ hard labour | 
and twenty-four strokes of the birch, within 
the first six months’ incarceration. 

AN ABOMINABLE OFFENCE. 

Chun Lum, a Chinese coolie, was charged 
with committing an indecent as-ault on a child. 
He pleaded not guilty, and the following jurors 


wera empanelled—Messrs, C. H. W. Kew, 
Cc. G. S. Mackie, M J. Danenberg, H. L. 
Muhle, F. Gomes, R. Pestonjee aud H. Suter. 


The prisoner was found guil and sentenced 


to imprisonment for the term 0 his natural life. 
ATTEMPTED ARMED ROBBERY. 

Ho Tak and Lok Wing were charged with 
having, on the evening of the 22nd of Novem- 
ber. assaulted a woman, Chan Ho, with knives, 
and with stealing gold rings from her; (2) 
with attempted armed robbery; (3) with 
assault, etc. 

Mr. H..8. Calthrop, acting on behalf of the 
Attorney General, prosecuted for the’ Crown. f 

The prisoners pleaded not guilty and the 
following jurors were empanelled .— Messrs. 
G. M. Smith, J. Johnstone, E. V. D. Parr, 
C. W. Smith, H. F. Chard, F. G. Allen and 
R. H. King. ; 


The facts, briefly, from the evidence, were 
that after Chan Ho, the prosecutrix, had gone 
to bed she was roused by some men coming 
into her cubicle. One man was supposed to 
keep guard over her while the others ransacked 
the premises. The woman managed to rush 
over to the window and shout for help. This 
frighteued the robbers, and they decamped. 
After they had gone the prosecutrix missed 


some gold rings. The two defendants, two of 


Chan Shing Hing was charged with demand. ja gang of about five, were chased and arrested 


ing money from Fung Ki Fa, 8 Tai-O 


in the street. 


When the first defetidant was asked if he 
desired to put any| questions ts the second 
witness he said “ We were the only two who 
went upstairs,” antl both prisoners thereupon _ 
admitted attempted frobbery, but said they did 
not steal anything. . a 

Mr. Calthrop signified that he was satisfied 
with this, and-the|jory formally returned 8 . 
verilict of guilty to the charge of attempted 
robbery. | 
~ His Lordship sentenced each of the prisoners 
to two years’ hard lgbour. 


1 


In Summary JURISDICTION. . 


Berore His Honour Mr. T. SERCOMBE 
: Situ (PuIsNeE JUDGE.) 


MA SHEUNG |TONG v. LI KAN TAL. _ 
The plaintiff, rppresented by - Mr, O. D. 
Thomson, claimed gltogether $217.80 from the 
defendant. The defendant admitted paying 
$150 out of the amapnt owing, and also admitte | 

liability to the exteit of a further $60. 
Judgment was given for $60 and costs. 


Tuesda 4, 20th December. 


In CRIMINAL JURISDICTION. 


Berore His Honour Sim HENRY s. 
BerKeLey (CHIEF J USTICE.): 


THE CAPITAL CHARGE. 

Before proceeding with another case the 
Chief Justice asked Mr. H. E. Pollock, K.C., 
who, instructed by the Crown Solicitor, was 
acting on behalf ofthe Hon. Mr. BE. H. Sharp, 
K.C., the Attorney; General, if he had anything 
to communicate with respect to the capital charge 
against Charles Smith, Erik Hogman, and 
William Nason. i 

Mr. Pollock sent a message to the Attorney- 
General, saying |that he personally had not 
received any instr¢ctions regarding this case 
Ho understood, hofvever, that Mr. O. D. Thom- 
son had been retajned in the matter, and-time 
was wanted to prepare the defertce. : 

On receiving jword from the Attorney- 
General Mr. Polléck intimated that he under- 
stood the Crown proposed to proceed with this 
case to-day (Wednesday), subject to eas app: 
cation made to His Lordship on behalt of the 
defence. 

The Chief Jnstice said that when the 
Court rose -he: would adjourn the Criminal 
Sessions till Thursday, 80 8s to allow 
time to prepare the defence. oS 

. ARMED ROBBERY. 

Three ( hinanen, Lau Tam, Yeung Lam Tse, 
and Yeung San,|were charged with (1) assault 
with intent to rdb, and (2) wounding Chan Tak, 
Leung Sai anfi Lo Tai with intent to do 
grievous bodily farm. bs . 

The prisoners pleaded not gailty. The 
following jury was empanelled:— Messrs. H. W. 
Fraser, G. Rapp, G. M.. Smith, W. . Schmidt, 
E. Heermann, R. HW. King and F, A. Wendt. 

The cass against the prisoners, briefly, was . 
that on the night of the 27th November these 
men, along with otvers, while armed with 
knives, made an attack on three lighters moored 
alongside the Naval Yard Extension works at 
Mataukok. han Tak, a liehterman, was 
sleeping in thp cabin of his boat when he was 
disturbed by the door being opened. He then 
gaw & man, holdin sa knife in his hand, standing -_ 
at the entranqe. He asked ‘‘ Who are you?” 
whereupon thp robber —afterwards identified - 
as the first| prisoner—entered tha room _ 
and stood over him, ordering silence at the 
game time: (han Tak attempted to jump 
up; and the xobber, slashing at random, cut 
his leg. The) lighterman managed to grasp 
the knife and shouted loudly “ Save life!’ 
People then game over from another lighter 
and there was|a scuffle. A man -named Lo Tai 
seized the mat’s queue a8 he jumped overboard. 
The others of the gang also tool flight. : The 
first prisoner | was taken from the water, minus 

assel, which had been retained by 
A y aD Indian constable. : 

‘After Mr. Pollock had narrated these facta 

the first defpndant admitted going on board 


' with intent tp steal. 


barm ?* 


His Lordjhip—And the ig bodily 


The man denied this and the case’ was 
continued. . 

There was no direct -evidence against the 
second and third prisoners, who had been 
arrested subsequent to the occurrence, but they 
had incriminated themselves in statements 
made in the charge room and at the Magistracy. 
In these statements they admitted being of 
the robber gang, but said they had been 
afraid. to go on board the lighter in question. 

After hearing the evidence the jury returned 
a verdict of guilty. 

There was another charge of robbery, but the 
meu having been already convicted on one 


serious charge this case was not proceeded with.- 


The Chief Justics in giving judgment éaid— 
While you two (second and third prisoners) 
watched your companion entered, in the dead of 

“night, the lighter in which this workman and 
his family wers sleeping. He made a murderous 
assault. on the man and injured his wife when she 
came to help him. Yon (first prisoner) stabbed 
the man Lo Tai on the head, and it was lucky 
that some serious injury did uot result. You 
then made a bold bid to escape, and nearly got 
“scot free.” It was only on account of the 
bravery of the Indian in charge of the yard, 


who got you by jumping into the water, that. 


you were arrest«d. You area dangerous man 
and must be kept away from the community for 
some time :—five years and twenty-four strokes 
of the birch within the first six months. And 
the same sentence to each of you, because you 
are equally guilty. 


/ Ix Summary Jurispicrion. 


Brrozs Mr. T. SERCOMBE SMITH (PUISNH 
JUDGE.) 


THE KAM TAI v. LO 8HAU AND LO LEUNG. 

In this case plaintiffs claimed $500 damages 
for trespass in that the defendant did enter upon 
their premises at No. 66, Kowloon Kai, Central 
Kowloon City, and seized thereon the plaintiff's 


furniture, fixtures and goods, aud closed their 
shop. Mr. E. J. Grist (of Messrs. Wilkinson 


and Grist) appeared for the plaintiffs, and Mr. 
H. K 


Holmes represented the defendants. 


His Honour delivered judgment for the 


defendant with costs. 
Wednesday, 2ist December. 


In Summary JURISNICTION. 


Berorre His Honour T. Sercomsr 
SmirH (Pursne JupGe). 
TSANG TSUNG v. TSANG YUNG-TAK. 

Mr. Otto Kong Sing appeared on behalf of 
the plaintiff, who claimed $980 from the 
defendant, due to him on 8 promissory note. 

The defendant was absent, judgment, accord- 
ingly, being given for the plaintiff with costs. 

HO CHAN v, LO FO, TRADING AS SHUI ON. 

The plaintiff claimed $40.30 owing to him by 
the defendant on account of work done., 

Mr. Otto Kong Sing appeaied for the plain- 
tiff and Mr. P. W. Goldring (of Mr. Brutton’s 
office) for the defendant. 

At the request of Mr, Otto Kong Sing 
His Honour allowed the plaintiff to amend 
the amount claimed to $39,39. 


The plaintiff then called witnesses to prore 
- that the defendant, who was a contractor at tha 


rew shipyard at Quarry Bay, owed him the 
amount he claimed; he was a stonecutter and 
had worked for the defendant 

The defendant contended that he was not 
the master of the Shui On and therefore did 
not owe the money. 

It was proved, however, that he was the 
master, and Mr. Smith called upon him to show 
cause why he should not be committed to prison 
for contempt of court—having wilfully com- 
mitted perjury in court. 

The man’s statement being unsatisfactory he 
was sentenced to fourteen days’ hard labour. 


Mr. Edwin Mackintosh, of 77, Lancaster- 
gate, W., and of Ickleford Manor, Hitchin, 
Herts, of the firrs of John Swire and Sons and 
Butterfield and Swire, of 8, Billiter-square, 
E.C., and of Hongkong and Japan, merchants 
and shipowners, who died on August 11 last, 
left estate of the gross value of £259,359, the 
net personalty being sworn at £257,154. 


|Mr. O. D. Thomsen 
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Thursday, 22nd December. | 


In CRIMINAL JURISDICTION. : 


Berore Sir H. §. BerkeLey (CHIEF |! 
JUSTICE), | 


ALLEGED MURDER. ~ 

Charles Smith, aze 20, unemployed seaman, 
fixed abode U.S.A.; Erik Hogman, age 22, un- 
employed seaman, fixed abode Finland ; William 
Nason, age 17. unemployed seaman, fixed abode 
U.S.A., were charged with having, on the 27th 
November last, in Victoria Harbour. wilfully and | 
maliciously with aforethought, killed Chan Yee. 
The Hon. Mr. BE. H. Sharp, K.C. (Attorney- 
General), instructed by Mr. F. B. L. Bowley 
(Crown Solicitor), prosecuted on behalf of the 
Crown, and the prisoners were defended as 
follows:—The Hon Dr. Ho. Kai. for Charles 
Smith ; Mr. Norman Ferrers, for Erik Hogman; 
Mr. H. 8S. Calthrop; for William Nason. 


instructed in cach 


instance. 

The prisoners plead-d not guilty. The 
following jurors were sworn, eight others 
having first been challenged :—Messrs. | 
C. H. W. Kew (foreman), 8. J. Michael, T. 
Banks, C.G. 5. Mackie, J. Johnstone, R. H. 
King and G. M. Smith. 

In his opening statement for the Crown the 
Attorney-General said that the present charge 
against the prisoners was that of murdering a 
woman called Chan Ye. by drowning, on the 
night of the 27th November last He then 
proceeded to outline the case, but said ho 
would defer any comment till after they had 
heard the evidence. The law, he thought, was 
simple in the case. There are only two points 
that could possibly arise. Where several 


persons joined together for an unlawful pur- 
pose, intending to resist such as may oppose 


them, they were all gailty of murder if death | 
should be caused in the prosecution of that | 
purpose. Ho should c-rtainly prove that the 
prisoners set out on an expedition with the 
unlawful common purpose of stealing a sampan 
and of resisting the crew in case the crew en- 
deavoured to defeat their purpose. He did 
not suggest for a moment that their sole 
object was to kill. The worst murderer they | 
had had—Peace -was hanged for a murder 
which, it was clear, he did not set out to do, 
but he set out for an unlawful purpose. It 
was also immaterial whether the deceased 
were actually thrown overboard or whether they 
jumped overboard, dreading the prisoners’ vio- 
lence. The evidence, he thought, was perfec'ly 
clear that they were thrown overboard, but even 
supposing there were any doubts about the 
fact the prisoners would be responsible. ‘ The 
prisoners had been here for many months. He 
did not wish to say more on that point, but the 
men belonged to a class which was becoming a 
curse to the community. Acting for the Crown, 
he did not desire to unduly press the charge | 
against the unhappy men. but he thought that 
when the jury had heard the evidence they 
would not be able to entertain doubt that they 
were guilty of the charge. 

Kwok Tai Chan said—I am a sampan man. I 
owned a sampan on the 27th November—a third 
class passenger sampan. I have not seen it 
since the 27th-November. Formerly I lived on 
it with my wife, Chan Yee—the deceased— 
Kwok Su, a son sixteen years old. Kwok Nui, a 
daughter aged thirteen, Kwok Sai Lo, a son nine 
years old, and Kwok Pit, a daughter aged four. 
On the evening of Sunday, the 27th, at about a 
quarter to nine, I saw the prisoners. I was in 
the street near the Praya. My sampan was 
lying off the Praya wharf, anchored a little 
way off. She was close to Pottinger Street» 
Wharf. The wind that night was light 
from the north-east: there was a spring tide 
towards the west. When I saw the prisners 
they were standing together on the Praya 
wharf. I asked‘ You want sampan 2?” and he 
(Charles Smith) said “Yes.” “What ship, 
please ?” I said; he said “ Want. go four-mast 
American, California, China.” He say “How 
much charge9” My say “Too dark, wind 
three men, eighty cents.” We said “Sixty.” 
and we ugree to seventy cents. He (Smith) 
carried on the whole conversation. He told 
me to get the boat alongside, and they wtent 
down and got on board. The 
climbed down by the mast; the second and ( 


i and Kwok Sai 


| (Smith). 


-prisoners went jaway. 


(December 26, 1904. 


third jumped into the boat. I wan‘ed to go but 
he (Smith) said Ijneed not go, so I did not got 
I walked on the wharf and saw the boat off, 
and saw one of the prisoners hoist up a sail; 
then they disappeared. heading towardd the 
China. I waited fqr the return of my boat. A*man 
named Fung Tsaf Sing and my son Kwok Su 
camé up to me an made a report ; my son was 
carrying a- jacktt which. was wet. He was 
wearing dry clothes, but his hair was wet, I 
went up toCentrgl Police Station with him and 
made a report. [ had given my wife $20 on 
the previous Friday, but do not know-if she 
had any on the sampan. I next saw Kwok Nui 
o, my other children, on the 
next Friday. ‘Tlhey were in the Detective 
Department at Central Police Station. That 
was at about tenj o'clock in the morning. I 
have never since the night in question seen my 
wife and other child alive. On the Friday at 
about noon L-saw the dead body of my wife at 
the Water Police Station, Kowloon. I saw the 
dead body of Kwpk Pit, my daughter, next day 
at the same placp. A day or two afterwards 
I was taken inj the gaol to see if I could 
identify the prisoners. 
twenty in a row, but I only identified one 
I recognise this (a looking glass); 
it is my property. It was in my sampan on the 
night of the 27th November. I recognise this 
(a broken piece df a tea-cup stand); it was in 
the stern of the sampan on the night the 
That is my sn; that 


my daughter; and that my daughter. They 
were three of my four children on thea sampan 
that night. 

By the Hon./Dr. Ho Fai—I -had left my 
boat a little over}an hour when I first saw tho 
prisoners, I was standing about three or four - 
cheung from -|my boat. I did. not meet 


any of my friends during that hour. First of 
all I bought some’ fruit. and then was looking 


for business. 1|did not no‘ice any Europeans 
passing by durjug that hour, though I was 
looking for them; and I saw no constables. 
I first saw the fitst prisoner coming from the 
direction of the (German Theatre. It was very 
dark. I looked {nto the sampan and saw these 
exhibits before the prisoners left. 

Kwok Su, son of theJirst witness, ‘in his 
evidence said :—|We went out -rowing, but the 
foreigners put up the sail. I was in the bow 
rowing ; my mother was steering in the stern, 
also my two sisters; my nine-year-old brother 
was asleep in the main hold. I continued 
rowing after tho|sail was put up. First of all | 
I saw one of the prisoners pressing my mother 
down. Next, anpther uf the prisoners pressed 
my sister down ; |[ was pressed down too, by that 
prisoner (William Nason), First of all Nason - 
was sitting down in the well, and then he 
came forward. He put his two hands around 
my neck. He bit} me on the head just above the 
ear. He cnt my leg with a small knife. He 
had not the knifefin his hand when be first 
attacked me ; he fot it during the struggle. 
The struggle lagted some time ; about half an 
hour. He was trying to tie my feet with a 
cord. Finally, he|threw me overboard I swam 
towards the American steamer, and a boat came 
to where Iwas anf picked me up. I shouted 
out “ Save life.” J] clung on to the rudder of the 
American steamer (one funnel and three 
masts). I was gbout half an hour in the 
water. I told the sampan people what had 
happened. They |were on their way to Yauma- 


ti, but turned around and came to Hongkong. 
I got dry clothes on the sampan, and was 
brought to where|my father was, My mother 
and Kwok Pit were still on board wheu I was 
thrown overboard. I have never seen my 
mother alive since. I was taken to the gaol to 
identify the priscners, There were numerous 
foreigners put in 4 row; I identified the third 
prisoner (William Nason). When I was thrown 
overboard I was} near the Austrian Lloyd 
steamer q : = 

By Mr. Norman Ferrers —I do not recognise 
the second prisoner (Charles Smith). I can only 
speak to the third prigoner. 

By Mr. Calthrop—When produced, the 
knife was open. |I was struggling the whole 
time. I did not get near the side of the boat. 
At the Police Court I said the Austrian Lloyd 
steamer was only five sampan lengths off, and 
the boat that picked me up only two sampan 


first prisoner pone the off. It wpuld be difficult to fall over- 
ard, ; 


! 


There were about: .- 


aA 


‘offered them rice. 


December 26, 1904.] 


Kwok Nui said that she walked forward, fell 
into the hold, and became unconscious. She 
had a knock. She went ashore.. ae 

Fung Tsat Sing, the boatnian who picked up 
the boy, gave corroborative evidence. He was 
on his way from near the Harbour<O fice to his 
usual anchorage at Yauniati, dnd, when near 
the American mail, heard the boy shouting out 
“ Save life.” He did notseethe sampan from 
which the boy had been thrown. The American 
steamer had one yellow funnel and three masts. 

Chang Sni, a farmer ftom Cheung-sha, near 
Pui-o, in Lantao Island. gaid :—I was picking 
cockles on the shore and found two children 
near some rocks. I took them to the village 
and kept them for two «or three days, 


and then took. them to the police station | 
+ Cheung Chow (Dumbell Island) in con- 
saree of what.they had told me. The 
girl had a wound on her right eye. I saw 4 
strange sampan, which was afterwards smashed 
to pieces by the sea. 

‘Another man from Lantao gave 
evidence. 

Kwong Luk said: I am a fisherman from 
Sham Shui Kok, Lantao Island, near Capsuimun 
I saw three foreigners at my place on the Ist 
December. That. was at four o'clock in the 
afternoon. Iwas working. One of them asked 
me for some tobacen. I gave them some and 
They did not accept the 
food. ‘Vhey did not pay any money. I identify 
the first two prisoners (Smith and Hogman). 
Later, I was cooking my rice, and one of them 
came up to me-with a twenty-cent piece, 
and pointed tomy boat. By gestures they indi- 
cated that they wanied to go to the mainland 
in my boat. This I refused and they went 
away in my boat. ‘I went to Cho Fat, the 
owner of the boat, and three of us got into a 
second boat and chased them as far as M otaisan 
(The Brothers) and then caught them. Then 
the men got into our boat, and were landed on 
the mainland. On the fourth of December I 
went to the gaol and identified two of the 
prisoners (Smith and Hogman). 

So Fat, another fisherman, 


part in the chase, gave evidence. ‘I‘hey landed 
the three men near Castle Peak. 


P.-C, Walter Edwards said :—On the after- 
noon of the 3rd December I found the body of | 


a child about fifty yards west of Kellet Island, 
and brought .it to the Water Police Station. 
The body was identified on the same evening by 
the child’s father—that man (first witness). 

By Mr. Ferrers—The elcthes were not in any 
way torn as far as I could see. 

_P -C. George Bird said :—On.the morning of 
the 2nd December I found the body of a woman 
near Kellet Island. aud bronght it to tho Water 
Police Station. 

“By Mr. Ferrers —The body was naked. 

Wong Yuen Sun. coxswain of No. 5 Police 
Launch, gave ecrroborative evidence. 


Police Inspector Withers said :—On {he i 
night of the 27th Noree ie I was on duty at: 
Central Police Station, and his report was 
made by a man and his son—thos:. The boy's 
clothes were dry, but he had a wet jacket with . 
him, and his hair was wet. On the 2nd De- 
cember I brought them to the Water Police 
Station to identify the body of the woman. 

By Mr. Ferrers—The boy complained that 
he had been bitten on the head and otherwise 
assaulted. At that time he said nothing about 
injury to his ankle, or about the knife. 

Re-examined—He complained of having been 
thrown overboard. 

Dr. William Hunter, M.O. in charge of 
post-mortem examinations, said:—-On the 3rd 
December I made an examination of the body 
of Ghan Yeo, From the examination I should 
say she had been dead about a week, and cause 
of death, drowning. I also examined the body 
of achild. I should say the cause of death and 
length of time in this case was the same as in 
the former. Wounds immediately before death 
would not have heen visible. 

By Mr. Ferrers—I could not see any marks 
of yiolenca on the body of the woman. 

p.S. Kerr said:—On the morning of the 
grd* December I was on the shore at 
Sha Kong in Deep Bay, and saw the 


three prisoners going along the shore towards 
Mong Ching. With several Indian police 
constables I arrested the prisoners. They 
turned back, but could not get away. On one 
of them (Hogman) was found a looking-glass 


similar 


| 
| 


4 


\ Crime.” 


who had taken-| 


ment being admitted asavidence becaus> 


e 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE, REPORT: 


and a small sum of money, something less than 
two dollars. A knife was found on the persoa 
of Nason and a razor on Smith. ; 

By Mr. Ferrors—The arrest was made threa 
or four miles from Chinese territory. The 
prisoners did not try to getaway. They were 
following a line that would -have brought taem 
into Chinese territory. 

- Re-examined—They could 
as LT had Indian constables 
behind them. 

The Chief Detective Inspector. Mr. Hanson. 
said :—At about 9am. onthe 28th Noventber. 
I first saw the boy. He had a fresh mark on the 
right side of the ‘head, and a long incised 
wound 04 the right leg above the anile. I took 
it to have been inflicted by a knife. The boat- 
‘man who identified the first prisoner did not 
make any false identifications. The man who 
identified the other prisoners picked out one 
wrong one. Some days later I went with the 
little girl to Lantao Island and found this 
exhibit (the piece of the tea stana). 

Mr. Hanson here read the statements made 
by the prisoners when charged at the police 
station. - These have already been reported in 
the Daily Press. 

Dr. Ho Kui objected to William Nason's 
statement on the ground that the 5 atement of 
one prisoner cannot he taken as evidence 
against another prisoner. Parts of the state- 
ment ought to be expuuged: 

His Lordship - Yon cannot leave it ont 
altogether. 

De. Ho Kai—I heg to quote 


not have got awa’ 
both before and 


His Lordship—Before you proceed I must 
make this fact clear :-—was the statement of each 


prisoner made in the presence of the other | 


prisoners ? 

Mr. Hanson— 
separately. 

His Lordship—If they had made their state- 
ments, the one in the presence of the other, an 
objection, for which there is authority. would 


ariso, but this point does not arise because they 
jell me that they were ap1rt. 

Dr. Ho Kai—I said that if these statements 
could not be excluded they would, in each case. 
only bs regarded as evidence against the man 
who made ttem.. ; 

His Lordship—I ehall tell the jury thet each 
man’s admission is to be regarded against 
himself only. 

Dr. Ho Kai submitted that it would be @ 
pity to allow the jury to hear auy part of a 
sta'ement made, perhaps without any grounds 
whatever, against another prisoner. He asked 
Wis Lordship ‘to reject anything in each 
of the statements applying ‘to others thin the 
min .who male them. : 

‘Mr. Ferrers raised the same question, saying 
that a wan might make a statement affecting 
others only. . . 

* His Lordship overruled the objection—if a 
man did as Mr, Ferrers suggested 1 would act 
as evidence against himself. : 

William Nason's statements read out ‘at the 
Police Court were read.” 

Mr. Ferrers obje.ted to Erik Hogmau's ae 
1 
was translated from the Swedish language an 
taken down in English, and not taken down in 
Swedish. He said that in the courts at Hong- 
kong there was great carelessness regarding 
interpretations. 


His Lordship overruled this objection for the 


time being; Mr. Ferrers would have time be- 


No, they made their statements 


-fore this morning to prove, if such were the 


case. that the Swedish interpreter was not a 
competent one. 


Dr. Ho Kai— With regard 
made before the magistrate 
jection I made before. 

His Lordship noted 


~were read. 

P.-S. Boole gave evidence as to the position 
of the steamers mentioned on the night of the 
97th November. 

The A(torney-General 
for the Crown, My Lord. : 

In adjourning the case His Lordship said he 
was very SOrTy, but he would have to give 
instructions to the usher to find the jurors beds 
for the night. Atter precedents being quoted, 
however, His Lordship allowed the jurors to g° 


to the statements 
I repeat the ob- 


this and the statements 


—That closes the case 


{ home‘on the express understanding that they 


‘would not discuss the case with anyone outside. 


€ 


* Russell on | 


( 


| It bad not beep shown 


| 


Friday, (23rd December. 


In CRIMINAL JURISDICTION 


Berore Orr |Henry §. BERKELEY 
(CHLEF JUSTICE) 


R. v. SMITH,|HOGMAN, AND NASON. 

The case ogaingt Charles Smith, age 20, 
unemployed seaman, fixed abode U.S.A.; Erik 
Hogman, age 22 unemployed seaman, fixed 
abode Finland ; anfi William Nason, age 17, un- 
emplefed seaman, f xed abode U.8.A., was gon- 
tinued; The prisoners were charged with 
having, on the 27th November last, in Victoria 
Harbour, wilfully |jand_ maliciously with afore- 
thought, killed Chan Yee. - ; 

As before, the Hon. Mr. E. H. Sharp, K.C. 
(Attorney-Genera}), instructed by Mr. F. B. L. 
Bowley (.‘rown Sol jeitor), prosecuted on behalf of 
the Crown, and the prisoners were defended as 
follows: —The Hon. Dr. Ho. Kai, for Charies 
Smith; Mr. Nornjan Ferrers, for Erik Hogman; 
Mr. H. 9. Calthtop. for William Nason. Mr. 
O. D. Thomson] instructed in each instance. 
The jury was ap follows :—Messrs. Cc. H. W. 
Kew (foreman), §. J. Michael, T. Banks, C. G. 


S Mackie, J. Johnstone, R. H. King and (ft. 
M. Smith. 

The Attorney-General closed the prosecution. 
on behalf of the Crown. : 

Mr. Ferrers - My Lord, I should like to cross- 
examine, as to his competence in the English 
language, the 8 redish interpreter. 

This was dong. 

No witnesses fvere called for the defence, 

The Hon. Dr] Ho Kai in addressing the jury 
said that the prisoners stood indicted on the 
serious crime qf murder. tha punishme.t of 
which was death. ‘They had to deal. with tha 
case without prejudice, and in the spirit of 
English law, bat where there was doubt, the 
prisoners were|to have the whole benefit of it. 
Tf the Crown failed in any instance in fully 
establishing any particular point they were 
quite justified | in giving the b-netit of the 
whole doubt t¢ the prisoners. (Dr. Ho Kai 
here quoted authorities.) ‘He did not suggest 
that the prisouers were not guilty of a serious 
crime, but if it had not been proved that they 
were guilty of wilful murder, according to 
the definition,| they were at liberty to return 
a verdict of manslaughter, ‘They must consider 
:fthesemen actually intended killing certain per- 
sons, as had bepn r¢presented by the prosecution. 
entirely that that was the 
prisoners’ -intqntion. ‘he Crown had iven 
them a lave pumb2r of witnesses. It was not 
necessary forfhim to Ko througa. the evidense 
of them «ll, as- most of the. witnasses could 
simply testify] to circumstantes which avtually - 
oceurred before or after the alleged actof murder. 
Theré had ben over a dozen witnesses, but the 
most material] ones only numbered about three: 
the boatman, his son and daughter. Dr 


Ho Kai herg alluded to jthe evidence, and 


wont on to discredit some of the evidenc3 
on the erpunds of the witnesses ‘not 
being certain about what they had said, and ~ 
stated tliat the evidence went to show more lack 
of motive fod the meu committing murder than © 
otherwiso. He submitted, after havin dealt 
with thé more important evidence in a detailed 
manner, that the Crown had not shown 
beyond reasop able doubt that the prison*rs had- 
committed murder. They might have gone 
go far as to ghow some illegal act and that death 
was caused accidentally as a result of this. If 
the prisoners had had aay intention at all it 
was only that of seizing the boat to go to. 
Singapore in. His learned friend had tried to 
draw ® parallel reen the present case 
and that df Charles Peare He submitted 
that there was no comparison between thie two 
Here they had three young men—dare-devil 
men who just have been afflicted by some 
madness—rangirg in age from 17 to 22, 
who thought they could so to Singapore 
in a sampah ; they could not be compared with 
the notorious. Peace. Aforethought had not 
been shown, and if death had resulted it could 
only be taken as an accident, for which a verdict 
of manslaughter would be more correct than 
murder. |He was sure they would exercise 
charity apd mercy iu giving the prisoners 
the benefit of every doubt. Accordiag to 


wv a man was innocent till he was 


’ Mr, Ferrers said that the prisoners 
were standing on the threshold of life 
. lives just beginning and which in (God's 
mercy might yet do good. The jury'sduty was 
. & ‘very grave one. The prisoners were not 
rsons who did not choose to earn a living by 
onest labour ; they were people who were only 
too anxious to get work if they could. They 
wanted to get to Singapore, where it would 
have been possible for them to live. It was 
impossible for them to get anything to do 
in China; they had either to resort to 
fraud or face starvation. Mr. Ferrers 
drew on the suffering the prisoners must 
have gone through when destitute in Hong- 
kong before being driven in desperation 
to try and leave in a sampan. It was fearful 
for a white man to have to crawl about 
the streets of Hongkong in this condition, 
knowing himself to be of the superior 
race, yet any 0 the Chinese could -get 
their rice while he was threatened with 
starvation. The more he looked into the case 
the more hopeful he became. It was in the power 
of the Jury to bring in a verdiet of man- 
slaughter. 


His Lordship—If the facts justified it. 

Mr: Ferrers, continuing, said it would 
be an insult to the intellect of the Jury 
and hisown to say that the prisoners had 
- not committed a crime which deserved severe 


punishment, but they did not doserve the 
greatest of punishment. 
absolutely destitute in Hongkong, and deter- 
mined to get,out of it. He asked them just to 
consider what that meant—to go to sea in an 
: oa boat without food, water or provisions. 

r. Ferrera drew at length on the 
terrors of the sea in an open boat, 
saying it was not as if they did not know of it 
—they were sailors. He did*not know any- 
thing more terrible than the exposure thase 
men were about to submit themselves to, but 
these men considered it to be even more terrible 
to be on the beach in Hongkong. They would 
rather ran any risk than remain on these shores. 
The Government of Hongkong had a duty to- 
wards whiteinhabitants. It wasawfulto consider 
the position these men had been jin. When 
once they got here they were just as 


firmly in prison as if surrounded by a 
granite wall—how were they to get out 


of it? 
the Government in their defence had 


by 

been devoted to helping them to do this, the 
prisoners could have got to a ‘white-man’s 
country. Any work they could have done, a 
Chinaman would have done for half the money. 
‘The Government did nothing. Only a few days 
ago some people tried to walk to Shanghai— 
this was desperate enough. For. these people 
we a very inhospitable country, where 
ety-nine per cent. of the people, accord. 
ing to their view, were practically savages. 
The prisoners were driven to their crime. 
Mr. Ferrers concluded his address by re- 
ferring to the season, making a pathetic 
appes the jury for mercy. He ‘also spoke 
of Nason's relations in America anxiously 

longing for his return, ~ 
Mr. Calthrop, after endeavouring to show 
that if was a case of manslaughter and not of 
murder, suggested that prejudice had been 
isplayed by the Attorney-General when he 
said that-the men belonged to a class 


which was becoming a curse to the 
Colony. The men were being tried not 


for being beachcombers, but for murder. He 
concluded his remarks by an appeal for 
mercy. . ; 

The Attorney-General repeated the remarks 
- he had made in his opening speech. The three 
prisoners set out with a common unlawful pur- 
pose of stealing a sampan and overpowering 
the orew, resisting, if necessary, any opposi- 
tion_on the part of the crew. The death 
of the sampan woman and her child olearly 
occurred in the prosecution of that purpose, 
and this constituted murder. He commented 
on the absence of any attempt being made at 
rexoue on the part of the prisoners. He then 
went into the details of the case, treating each 
prisoner’s statement separately. - 

The Chief Justice, in summing up, said 
it was unnecessary for him to say that 
the jury were not to be prejudiced by the 
oni if it be a fact, that the ‘prisoners 
belonged to the class which is known 


If the money then being spent 


The sailors were 
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as beachcombers. That was not to the point, 
nor was it at all to the point that the Govern- 
ment of Hongkong, if it was a fact, did nothing 
to relieve the necessities of the floating 
population called beachcombers. It was 
altogether beside the issne,: which was whe- 
ther or not the prisoners brought certain per- 
cons to their death in Hongkong harbour under 
such circumstances that amounted to the crime 
of murder, It was also absolutely immaterial 
that they were, as stated, below that age which 
the law assigned as exempting prisoners from 
criminality. One of the prisoners was of full 
man’s estate—22—the other was 20 and the 
third 17, It was undoubtedly sad to find persons 
of such tender years in the position of having 
to answer for their lives upon the charge 
preferred against them, but that again was a 
matter entirely foreign to the practical part 
the jury had to play in the case. The prisoners 
were quite old enough to know right from 
wrong. It was also beside tha issue that 
they bad been called upon to try the case 
at Christmas time. The duties of the jury 
were precissly ths same at Christmas ag at 
any other time, What season of the year 
it happened to be should have no effect 
upon then. They were to give their verdict 


according to the evidence and not according to 
the reason. The fact that the prisoner Nason, 


if if was a fact, as alleged by the Counsel, 
had parents thousands of miles away actually 
waiting his return should not have been 
put to them. It would have been equally 
Improper for the Attorney-General to remind 
the jury that the sampan man stood on the 
Praya waiting the return of the sampan and his 
family, All they had to do was to consider the 
facts in a clear calm mind, free from all emotions 
whatever.” The Attorney-General laid down a 


very clear exposition of the law that bore. 


upon the facts that had been proved in 
the case. He had told them that when 


several persons associated themselves to- 
gether for an unlawful purpose, intending 
at the time to resist by force all who opposed 
them wken carrying out that purpose, and the 
result was loss of life, then it was murder and 
not manslaughter. “Any other view of the law 
would render the lives of people in a community 
in which such a reading held force insecure in 
the extreme and there would be a direct incen- 
tive to the perpetration of cases of violence 
in the furtherance of unlawful purposes, 


.To say that a burglar who broke into a 


house in the dead of night intending to 
steal money and who subjected a persou to such 
violencs that he either died on the spot or, in 
fleeing from it, killed himself—was not to be 
found guilty of murder because he only svt out 
to rob would be to state a proposition which 
would be a premium upon crime and render life 
absolut-ly insecure. Such was not the <nglish 
law. ‘The law of England and the law of this 
country was that which had been put before 
them by the Attorney-General. It was absolutely 
necessary for the safety of a community that 
such should be the law. If it was true that 
thse men did what the evidence showed, they 
were guilty of murder. 
whether the prisoners actually threw the woman 
and child overboard or whether they jumped 
overboard; it was not necessary to take the 
child up in arms and throw it overboard. 
Tf it fell over by fright it would be quite 
sufficient to sustain a charge of murder. 
Supposing the boy, after his struggle with 
Nason, had jumped overboard and- had not 
sufficient strength to cling to the rudder of the 
steamer and was drowned, would anyone in his 
senses say that Nason would not be guilty of his 
murder? The plea that the deaths were due to 
accident disappeared instantly, when they 
remembered that the men made no attempt 
to rescue the people. If he (His Lordship) 
frightened a child into the water and hoisted 


his sail and went away there would 
be only one conclusion as to his intention, 


and surely that was that he intended the. 


child to take its chance of swimming or not. 
That was the only opinion to arrive at 
with regard to the prisoners. 

After being absent from the Court for about 
five minutes the jury returned a verdict of 
guilty, reoommending that mercy be shown to 
the prisoners, 

The prisoners had no reason to give why 
Bis Laeiehin should not pass sentence of death. 


It was immaterial 


His Lordship, before passing sentence of 
death on ri prisoners, said that they. had 
said everything, and everything that could 
be said foe gee bad ire. 
was extremely 
the position ‘they occupied. 
been of the mogt outrageous that had ever been 
perpetrated in the annals of the Colony.. Bach 
man was a dis e to the country to which he 
belonged. Hepould not deal with the recom: 


mendation of |the jury, but he would for- _ 


ward it to the Governor to exercise his preroga- 
tive of mercy.| It was his duty to tell them. 


however, that he could hold out no hope. 


MARINE MAGISTRATE’S 
COURT. . 


aoe 3 
Friday, 16th December. _ 


Berore Hon. |Carr. L. BaRNes-LAWRENCE 
R.N|(Harsour Master), 


ALLEGED CONTRABAND, : 
Bertram Conway Edmonds, master of the 
British ss. Craigearn, charged twelve men 


with wilfully , rn 
on board the d ship, and with refusing to 


proceed to sea since the 15th inst., in Victoria 
Harbour. 

Complainant | stated that the defendants 
refused duty byjreason of his ship conveying, 


as they alleged, jcontraband of war. Six of the 
men, five firemen and a donkeyman, refused 


work on the morning of the loth and the 
remainder yesterday (Friday) morning. The 


cargo consisted 
oil, brass, 
general merchandise. He had no reason to 


suppose that any of these goods were intended 
for warlike purposes, A statement had been 
given to him by the charterers showiag that 
the cargo was not intended for a belligerent 
power. 


The statement which was handed in and _ 


filed read as |follows:—With reference to 
the cargo of| rice, sugar and general 
merchandise, shipped by your steamer 
hence to Kobe} and Yokohama, -we hereby 
declare that the 
i indivi and firms in Japau, and not 


to any belligerent power. 


(Sd.) Hodne Fat anp Co., Charterers, 


Continuing, witness said he had had no other 
trouble with the crew. By the articles of 
agreement they |were bound to serve within 
7o degrees north}latitude and 60 degrees south 
latitude to any pprt. 

One of the defpadants, P. Lasites, carpenter 
of the ship, speaking on behalf of them all, said 
that they did not/refuse to do their duty, but 
refused to carry gontraband of war because they 
did not sign for that purpose. They refused 
to go to @ war co : ' : 

By the Court the man‘said that under the 
circumstances of! the Captain's explanations 
regarding these goods the five able seamen 
among the defendants were willing to return to 


duty if the master would undertake to guarantee __ 


them the loss of their clothing and .personal 
effects in the event of their losing them. 

The other defendants claimed similar treat- 
ment. . -—- 
The complainant said that there was nothing 
whatever in the agreement as to making good 


the loss of effects. Ho was not willing to accede 


to their request. 


Hon. Capt. Barnes-Lawrence (to com- 


Plainant) —Before dealing with your men I put 


fore you the position in which your case 
stands. Your vessel is chartered to convey 
certains goods to two | pase in Japan, 
Kobe and Yokohama. Certain of these 
goods, such as rice and sugar, may be 
regarded as “conditional” contraband. That 
is to say, they are not considered 
contraband if the transaction in Tegard to 
their use is a purely commercial one and 
not done with intent of assisting in the 
war, but simply for the purppses of gain. 
To create an offence a belligerent destination is 
essential. In this instance I hofd in my hand 


isobeying his lawful commands | 


f rice, sugar, oil cake, castor. 
cotton and other small items of . 


hole of same is consigned to. 


~ 


a statement from the charterers to tho effect - 


that the vessel’s cargo is consigned to private 
individuals and firms in Japan, and is not 
intended for the use of the belligerents. 


\ 


side. 
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Turning to the men—This being the case 
your refusal of duty cannot be entertained. By 
the articles of agreement you are bound to 
continue on this service, as you are not called 
upon to carry out any duties outside its provi- 
sions, I give you the opportunity to recon- 
sider your act, which will, if persisted in, 
involve serious consequences. I understand 
thatthe master is prepared t» withdraw the 
charge if you now return to your duty. 

The defendants discussed the matter, and 
finally said that they would return if the 
captain would give them an assurance that their 
personal effacts would be made good in the 

- event of any accident to the same during the 
voyage. 

The Captain consented. 

A guarantee was drawn up and handed to the 
carpenter. The charge was withdrawn and the 
men returned to their duty. 


Tuesday, “20th December. 


Berore Me. B.R. UH. Taytor (ASSISTANT 
HARBOUR MASTER.) ° 


A COLLISION ENQUIRY. : 
_ An enquiry was held into the circumstances 
connected with a collision between the launches 
Hapag (Hamburg-America Line launch) and 
E Wo (owned by Mr. Chan Tsun Kwai). in the 
waters of the Colony on the llth inst. Mr. P. 


W. Goldring watched the case on behalf of 


the E Wo, and Mr. Russel on behalf of the 
Hapag. 

The master 6f the Hapag said he was about 
to proceed fo Queen's Statue Wharf. He 
had been anchored off Yaumati wharf. 
After getting his anchor aweigh he saw 
two Chinese junks anchored on his star- 
board bow; as the E Wo was behind these he 
could not see her. He was steaming at a very 
slow rate of speed. When abreast the junks 
one of the crew shouted out that there was a 
junk on his starboard bow. He then saw the 
E Wo, about eighty yards off, and went full 
speed astern, blowing three blasts on his whistle 
to indicate that he was giving way to the EW. 
The EF Wo gave a long blast. She ported her 
helm at first, altering her course about a point, 
and they resumed her original course, striking 
the Hopag abreast the boiler on the starboard 
The Hapag had poate | on. her, 


\ The master of the EF Wo said he blew a short 


\plast meaning that he was porting his helm, and ! 


the Hapug blew a short blast in reply. When 
the launches yrere about fifty feet apart the 


HTapag blew two blasts and starboarded across ; 


his bows. She was going full speed ahead. 


When he saw this he went full speed astern, but 
too late to avoid collision. 


After going very fully into the matter, 


Taylor said he found the story of the B Wo 


entirely improbable; that of the Hapag was 
not altogether satisfactory. He considered 
. that there was negligent navigation on the part 
of Cheung Kam, master of the & JV¥o, and 
‘suspended his certificate for a month. 


Wednesday, 21st December, 


Berorse Hon. Cart. L. A. W. BARNES- 
LAWRENCE (MARINE MaGISTRATE). 


NON-OBSERVANCE OF THE RULES 
OF THE ROAD. 


Sergeant Aries of the Water Police charged’ 


Leung Fook. Master of Naval Yard laucch * 68,” 


with unlawfully failing to hoist the regulation , 


towing lights, whilst towing a lighter at 12.30 
a.m, also with failing to observe the rules of 
the road on the 17th inst., in the waters of 


Sergeant Aries deposed: At 12.30 a.m. on 
the 17th instant I was. steering No. 6 Police 
launch east from Blake Pier. When some 
50 yards clear of the Naval yard I saw 
defendant's launch coming from a N.E. direc- 
t{on,and making a straight line for the entrance. 
{I kept on my course, and defendanvt’s launch 
kept on its course. Both met ab-ut ten yards 
from the entrance. The defendant did not 
attempt to alter his course. I followed him 
and found that on his port side wus a lighter 


which he had in tow. No regulation towing ; 


lights were hoisted. . 
' “By the Court:—The steaming lights in 


~both launches were showing. No sound 


. signals were made use of. 


My.. 
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Leung Tuk, master of the launch, ~ said: ; shopkeepers there to re-open their shops and. 


I saw the Police launch steaming 
trom Blake Pier. She was on my star- 
board beam steaming along the shore. 
I blew two long blasts on my whistle to show 
the coxswain of the Police launch that I was- 
going to cross her bows. I did not alter my 
thelm at all. It did not occur tme to go astern,. 
as I had a vessel in tow. 

By the Court: The vessel was a lighter 
belonging to the dockyard. She was being taken 
back from H.M.S. Albion. I know that extra 
lights are shown when towing vessels. I was 
showing two white lights on this occas‘on. I 
am not aware that the regulations say the lights 
should be six feet apart. = 

Charles Aries, recalled: I am positive I saw 
only one light. It was about 10 feet above the 
deck.—On the first charge the defendant was 


discharged, and on the second fined $5, 


~~ CANTON. 


———— > 
[F2ZOM OUR CORRESPONDENT. | 


7 18th December.” ” 
KWANGSI REBELS. , 
It is reported that the armies under the 


command of Generals Wong Wan Ko. Ho Yao 
Shan, and U Shing Kak have had a big fight 
with the rebels in Kwangsi and gained a 


‘victory. The rebels, and their chief Wong 
Son Wo, ware surrounded by the mandarin 


t 

| soldiers in Sam Tun for two days and two | 
nights. The rebel chief Wong at last succeed- 
! 


ed in effecting his escape, but another rebel 
chief, Luk A Fat, has been captured. The 
rebels were armed with quick-firing rifles 
supplied to them from Singapore. Upon these 
facts being reported to the Throne by the 
Viceroy ¢hum the Empress Dowager expressed 
satisfaction, and sent some presents consisting 
of valuable jewellery to Their Excellencies the 
Viceroy Shum, and Li, the Governor. of 
Kwangsi. Meantime she ordered that the 
rebels who had surrendered themselves should 
be leniently treated and not punished with 
cruelty. —~ 
H.E. SHUM. 

His Excellency Shum Chou Hun arrived at 

Wuchow on the 13th ‘inst. to deal with some 


important official business, Nearly all the 
time he was detained in Kwai Chow. He is 
now living in the yamen of the Salt Com- 
missioner in Wuchow. ~ 

THE INDEMNITY. : 
La'ely the Viceroy - Shum has -sent a 
| memorial to the Throne referring to Canton’s 


‘ contribution to the war indemnity. The yearly 
| amount was four hundred and eighty thousand 


| tuels taken from the Wai Shing, a lottery 
| monopoly ; it was to be paid quarterly. It has 
heen regularly paid gince the vind year of 
Kwangsu. but of lat-. on account of the aboli- 
| tion of the military examination, and of 
Beene in civil literary examination, there 
has been some difficulty in raising the amount. 
| ‘This yeartheindemnity for the last two quarters, 
amounting to ninety six thousand taels, has 
not been paid. His Excellency requestm that 
j the Board of Revenue be ordered to pay this 
| amount so as not fo cause auy disappointment. 
EVADING LIKIN SQUEEZES. 
| For the last few years it has been customary 
| for Chinese steam launch owners to pay 
foreigners a small sum for acting as figure 
heads, to: fiy foreign flays on their launches, 
| to avoid the official squeez s. and to gain 
| facility in passing, the likin- barrier. Of 
j late it has come to tho knowledge of the 
foreign Consuls, snd they communicated this 
fact to the Chinese officials. The latier 


communicated with the I.M. Commissioner. 
and the Comnrissioner has ‘issued an order 
to prohibit all st-am launches and boats not 


owned by foreigners from flying foreign flags 
under severe penalty. as it is against the law of 
China. , 


BANDITTI. 


down j resume business transactions, they did so, but in 


fear and trembling. Every day they heard of 
rumours of robberies inthe neighbouring vil- 
lages. Some df the traders had removed their 


- families to Canton, Hongkong, or Macao. One 


day being the day of a fair, someone cried out. 
“Robbery.” The traders and buyers in the 
fair ran, throwing down their money and wares ~ 
in the street, some falHng down, trampling 
upon each other, and breaking their heads. 
The traders closed their shops again, and the _ 
vagabonds who raised the false alarm seized 
this opportunity to pick up a large quantity of 
goods and money. As last time, one third of 
the robbers came from other districts and the 
rest were vagabonds of the place, -who availed 
themselves of the opportunity to rob. 
SQUEEZING PRISONERS. 

Last year, when the ex-magistrate Pui King 
Fuk was in Nam Hoi, he permitted his runners, 
police, and underlings to squeeze and ill-treat _ 
the prisoners in the house of detention. After 
his time, another magistrate took upthe appoint- 
ment and introduced some reforms to better - 
the conditions of the prisoners ; but of late this 
evil practice has bezun to grow again. In 
case the relatives and friends of the prisoner 


bribe the keepers of the gaol, the prisoner is 
not ill-treated, but has every convenience. If 
no bribe be paid he is put to cangue, and kept on 
the point of starvation. The bribe to be paid 
varies from twenty dollars te three hundred 
dollars according to the circumstances of the 
prisoner. A slight or. pretended illness is 
reported as a serious illness, so as to avoid trial. 
If no bribe be paid, the prisoner, however sick, 
may lie almost half dead and the keeper takes 
no notice of him. P 
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22nd December. 
THE VICEROY. 

The Viceroy, who lately went to Wuchow— 
his base—from Kweilin, is about to leave that - 
place for Louchow, where the mutiny took place 
early in this year. He intends to thoroughly 
quell the rebellion in the Louchow district, and 
then to proceed to Kweilin, which is free from 
trouble. His next visit will be paid to Pak Sik, 
after which he will return to Canton. 

STUDENTS. 

Cheung, the head of the Educational Depart- 
ment here, has gone to Kwangsi to visit the 
Viceroy. During his absence the Provincial 
‘Treasuror, Yu, acts in his stead, and he has 
just sent twenty-five students from the 


Military College to Japan, where they will 
study for some years. ‘This military collége 
was only establisbed this year under foreign 


tuition, and this I believe is the first 
patch of its students to go abroad. No 
doubt in future many men . will be 
sent to Japan, whence they will return with a 
good education. A good many civilians have 
been sent abroad—both to Japan and to Europe 
—this year, and the Viceroy evidently means - 
to keep to this policy. ; 
GAOLS. 

The Prefect of. Kwong Chow Fu has lately 
iven orders that all the gaols in his prefecture 
should be inspected, and a report made to him. 
It may be interesting to know that inthe Pun 
Yu prison, which receives criminals from a large 
district to the east, there are 299 prisoners 
of whom 15 are women. Ninety-four. of thesa 
are imprisoned for grave offences, most of 
them of the class “ highway robber.” 2 

TRIADS. ; 
Protection has been applied for by a district 
alittle to the south of Canton ; it is complained 
that ths number of soldiers sent as a guard on a 
former occasion was notlarge enough to keep 
the disorderly characters in check, In most 
parts of the province the respectable people 
band together to protect themselves. When on 

a trip recently into the country east of Canton, 

I wastoldtiatthe Triads were becoming very 


Asa sequel ‘0 the story of rsbbery by local | powerful and oppress've. The villagers have 
vanditti in Sui Tung in the prefecture of | armed themselves with revolvers and smooth- 
Kochow—as reported in my letter of the 12th | bores, and placards are sen posted up along the 


November last I have +athered further news. | road, urgi g the people to unite against the 


‘After the robbery all shops in that market robbers. 


town were closed, and it was ulmost deserted 
for. about a month. When the Magistrate of 


| 


PEOGRESSIVE WORKMEN. — 
I hear that some time ago the silversmiths 


Jin Pak went with soldiers, and -advised the here introduced the use of steam into their trade, 


with good results, and now, encouraged by this, 
the glass-v orkers are doing the :ame. When 


_ the forces of steam and electricity begin to come 
into play here, there should be some important 
developments in local manufactures. 


CHINESE PORTRY. 


LAST NIGHT'S LECTURE BY MR. J, DYER BALL. 
Mr. * Dyer Ball on Dec. 21 lectured on 
the “ Rhythm and Rhyme in Celestial Climes” 


‘at the Y.M.C-A. 
In his opening remarks the speaker said that 
though the Chinese seemed so prosaic, so 


matter-of-fact, that at first it seems to many im- 
possible that under the so-called yellow skin there 


beats a heart that throbs in unison with poetic 
thought and fancy, as a matter of fact the 
Chinese ordinarily were passionately fond of 
poetry; they positively revelled in it. Nature 
is doubtless in a mood for poetic inspiration in 
the Fast, but was man responsive where the 
grind for the dollar and the piling up of the 
paltry cash necessitated such an endless 
round carried on from carly dawn to late at 
night? In answer to this question—the Chi- 
nese have been worshippers of Nature for 
centuries and millenniums, both in the actual 
and. figurative sense of the term. In this land 
of poetry every man of education was taught to 
compose verse in his own language as English 
. boys are taught to write Latin verse. As in 
ancient Greece, so in ancient China :—poetry 
‘was an-older offspring of literature than philo- 
‘ sophy. In India there was much of epic 
poetry. but in China none; historical romance 
took- its place. There was much dramatic 
‘poetry, but though Chimese actors were 
known. as “Children of the peach orchard” 
..@ thousand years ago, our modern stage was far 
in advance of theirs. Tbe Chinese memory 
was highly trained, but the Chinese were not 
above. accepting the aids which postry lent to 
memory, so didactic verse was common, the 
subject matter being. thrown into this form 
simply as a muemonic aid. The Mandarin 
sometimes versified his proclamations so that 
they might’ attract more notice - in the 
minds of the people, and so that they 
might ‘te the more easily remembered. 
The oracles in thé temples had their utterances 
‘written in poetry. ee poetry was what the 
Chinese were particularly strong in. It was 
' _ very difficult to render sotne of the masterpieces 
‘of Chinese poetry into English. European 
languages were very similar, and a more or less 
literal translation from them into English was 
possible, Even in such cases, “however, some 
of the beauties were lost; but when two 
‘languages were so dissimiiar as English and 
Chinese the attempt was often disastrous. 
Therefore, much Chinese poetry was- not 
capable of being translated. The study of 
Chinese poetry would show that the Chinese 
poets were of the same flesh and blood as our- 
selves, inasmuch that they had the same 
thought and feelings and were moved by the 
’ kome emotions and desires; that, in fact, their 
hearts beatin unison with ours—though seas and 
continents separated us, there was the same sky 
overhead. and human nature was the same the 
wide world over. As in the West, so in the 
Far’ Bast—poetry had risen from a rugged 
original, when a rapidity of style and irregularity 
in the use of the embellishments of rhyme and 
measure were first employed. It was only haif 
tlie tru:'h to say that Chinese was a mono- 
- syl'abic languave. It was so to a great extent, 
‘but there were sufficient dipthongs and short 
and long pronunciation of words to give an 
expressive variety to the verse. Added to 
this was the ‘tonic system, which alone 
would give a musical cadence to the verse. 


There wera a number of different measures, in- 
cluding the purallelisms so common in Hebrew 


poetry. One very interestins feature in 
Chinese poetry was imitative harmony, when the 
notes of birds were employed to make up a 
poem, in which the birds appeared to be speaking 
Chinese. The ‘“ Shiking,” or “the Book of 
Odes ” was acollection of ancient lyrics. There 
was nothing pornographic in them. but 
amongst mauy Vhinese the mers mention of 
love and love-making was thought to be immor- 
al, and they had given political mean'ng to 
many of these national songs ofthe people. About 
two-hundred years before Christ a poem called 


' staircase to the first floor. 
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“The Bird of Fate,” bearing a striking resem- 
blancs to Edgar Allen Poe's “ Raven,” was 
written. Domestic affection appeared in several 
Chinese poems, though it was thought inde- 
licate to show signs of it in every day life, and 
desarted wives have also sung their wo s. 
One of the greatest of China's poets was Li 
Tai-po, who lived in the Tong Dynasty 
(618—905 a. D.) He had been styled the Pope 
and the Horace of that age. People blamed 
the Chinese for callousness towards suffering, 
especially in the brute creation, but several of 
their poets wrote in a contrary vein. A famous 
poet of the Sung Dynasty (1036~—11"1 a. p.) 
was Su Tung-po. His works were contained in 
a hundred and fifteen volumes, and so prized 


were his poems that some of them were cut in 
stone. Long poems wera almost unknown iu 
China. One of the longest was “ Lei Sau, The 
Song of the Sorrow ‘Stricken One.” The 
author was a high minister of state 
who, when his sovereign felt changed towards 
him, committed suicide. The Dragon Boat 
Feast was kept in memory of him—it was 
figurative of trying to recover the body of the 
lamented minister. 

Mr. Dyer Ball gave many illustrations of 
Chinese poetry, and finished up by instancing a 
few songs written for children. A translation 
of the last, and perhaps the prettiest of these, 
was a8 follows:— . 

“My little baby, little hoy blue, 

Is as sweet as sugar‘and cinnamon too; 

Isn’t this precious darling of ours 

Sweeter than dates and cinnamon flowers ?”’ 


DES V(RUX ROAD FIRE 
INQUIRY, 


At the Magistracy on the 20th instant Mr. 
H. H. J. Gompertz opened an inquiry into the 
cause of tlie fire which occurred in a godown at 
No. 325. Das Vooux Road West, on the 9th 
instant. Mr. Hursthouse (of Messrs Dennys 
and Bowley's office) appeared on behalf of four 
Insurance Companies, also un behalf of the 
Police. Mr. Hastings represented Mr. Ho Li 
Cho, who is the owner of certain goods in the 
godown. Mr. Hursthonse said, that as usual in 
these inquiries; some of the witnesses had turn- 
ed out to be hostile, aud had to be subposnaed for 
examination. The godown in question is a 
small one extending about 25 or 3U feet back 
from the road, and is 10 or 12 feet in width. .It 
consists of only the ground floor of the 
premises. The first. floor is inhabited 
by various persons, and their entrance to 
their flat did not necessitate them going 
through the godown. When the fire occurred 
a number of people were sleeping on the first 


floor. ‘Ihe story goes that some of them were 
awakened by a noise which sounded as if some- 


body were knocking against the floor on which 
they were sleeping. One of the party got up 
and opened a trap door showitig info the go- 
down. Looking through this he saw smoke: 
and flames below. He alarmed the others, and 
th» whole of the people on the floor easily made 
their escape. The fire was confined -to the 
back part of the shop, where a portion of. a 
window and a few cases of goods were burnt. 
There were no signs of the flames having burnt 
the ceiling. In the godown were planks 
running longitudinally along the floor sbout 
two feet apart. The cases of goods were ranged 
on these planks, so that there wa; a space of 
about four inches between the cases and the 
floor. Various goods were contained in the cases, 
which were mostly packed with loose ‘and 


j inflammable kind of shavings, Under one of 
_ these cases the Police found a small kerosene 


lamp in a very peculiar position. It was about 
a yard under the case; the burner and the 
reflector were off, and the wick was partially 
hanging out. Another peculiar circumstance in 
connection with it was, that although the case 
under which the: lamp was found was slightly 
burnt, there was no trace of fire near the place 


‘ where the lamp was picked up. A bottle smel- 


ling strongly of kerosene was found under the 
i -A larve pole was 
also found reaching up to the rafters of the 
ceiling. With regard to the noise heard by. 
inhabitants of the first floor, I submit that that 
noise may have been mede. by the pole in 
question. The goods in the godown belong to 
a man namel Ho Li Cho, and so far as can be 
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ascertained, the insurances are effected in th - 


name of the Chinese Engineering and Mining 
Company. ‘The total amount of insurance is 
£35,000, and that appears, judging from the list 


| of goods taken from the books the Police have 


seen, to be just about double the value of the 
stocks/aupposed to be in the godown at the time 
of the fire. There are very serious discrepancies 
according to the list of goods supposed to. be 
in the godown. A Mr. urray and Mr. 
Ho Li Cho are concerned to a certain extent 
in these goods, : 

The first witness was William Davis, Manager 
of the Commercial Union Insurance Company, 
who said that part of the goods were insured in 


his Company to the extent of $5,000, in the 
name of the Chinese Engineering and Miming 


Company. He had no hesitation in accepting 
any insurance from this Company, but would 
have mide.-inquiries before accepting from 
a privats individual. The application came 
through the Un On Insurance Company. - 
Kdward Henry Murray said: JI ama coal and 
general commission agent. I came out from 
America. with the Chinese Engineering Com- 
pany about two years ago, and remained with 
them until they closed up. When Mr. Hawley, . 
managing director of the Company, left 
here, an arrangement was made whereby Mr. 
Ho Li Cho was to take over the goods 
of the Company, valued roughly at $6,500 
Mex. He got control of the goods on August 
oth. . The balarice due then was $43,000, which .” 
wes payable in three separate instalments of 
equal amounfs in three, six. and nine months. 
The first payment has been duly met. Subject 
to the bills being met on maturity, the stock is 
the property of Ho Li Cho, Since the fifth 
of -August, when. I effected a sale of any of 
the goods, I gave a delivery order on the 
godown company. As far'as I know, Ho 
Li Clo is the lessee of the godown at Des 
Vosux Road. I have the original contracts 
and copies of bills handed over by the Company 
to Ho Li Cho. Onmaking up a list of goods 
in the godown about two months after the 
settlement, I found it did not tally with the 
ainount of money the Company claimed from 
Ho Li Cho. I have no books belonging to the 
Chinese-American Company by which I can 
work ‘the matter out. According to the 


‘papers in my possessiou .there should be 


considerably more stock than there is. I 


_have never checked the stock in the Des Vooux 


Road godown. I could not say whether a case of 
singlets was missing from the ;godown. There 
was some jewellery in my office at the time of 
the fire, consisting of chains, watches, rings, ete. . 
I do not know whether it was brought from the 
Des Voux Road godown. ! could not say 
whether any of the stock was in an unsaleable 


condition. 
Hearing continones, 


‘ 


The hearing of this inquiry was continued 
before Mr. H. H. J. Gompertz at the Magistracy 
on the 21st instant, Mr. Hursthouse (of Messrs 
Dennys and Bowley’s office) representing the 
Police and four Insurance Companies, and-Mr, 
Hastings appearing on behalf of Ho Li Cho, 
the owner of the goods in the godown, 

‘ The next witness called was Ho Li Cho, who 
said :—I am the agent of the Chinese Engineer- 
ing and Mining Company. I was formerly 
compradore of the Chinese American Com- 
mercial _Company.- When that company 
ceased to carry on business I took over 
the stock, the value of which 
about $63,0:0 -or $64,000. After deducting 
certain rebates I arranged to pay the Company 
343,000 in three instalments. I did not check 

the stock as the contracts and invoices were 
with Mr. Murray. When the West Point 
godown was hired, some of the goods I took over 
were removed there. 1 insured the goods for 
$5,000, a further $4,000, bod then $10,000 in 
the Un On Insurance Company; $5,000 in the 
Commercial Union and $11,000 in the Meiji Fire 
Insurance Company. I did not know of the 
insurance in the latter two companies until the 

night of the fire. All the insurances I effected 

were with the Un On. The insurance was in- 
creased about a fortnight before the fire on 
account of a further shipment of goods 
which was to “be put into the godown. 
There was no list made of the goods 
transferred to the West Point Godown. The 
godownkeeper bal sleeping in the godown on 

= . 2 Ud 
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the night of the fire. He was the first to in-{ produced is mine. All goods taken into the | turn of gold by the results of the first crushing, 


form me of it. Shortly afterwards I handed 
the book containing a list of goods supposed to 


be in the godown to the Police. I could not. 


-say whether the electrical goods in the godown 
are saleable. I believe the book handed to the 
Police contained a correct list of goods in the 
godown at the time of the fire. : 
Cross-examined by Mr. Hastings:—The last 
$16,000 insurance I took out with the Un On 


Insurance Company. They informed me after 
the fird that they had transferred the insurance 


to the Commercial Union and the Meiji Fire 
Inguraice Companies. I required an insurance 
to cover a quantity of goods that might be in 
the godown at any time. . 

Leung Chop said: I am engaged by the 
Chinese Engineeying Company. Prior to my 
recent trip to Canton I used to sleep in the 
West Point godown. I was not there on the 
night of the fire. Cross-examined by Mr. 
Hastings: I did not go to the godown to sleep, 
oo my return from Canton, because I was told 
that another man had gone to sleep there” 

Wong Ying Chi declared:—I was with Lo 
Wing Ming at a restaurant at Hollywood Road 
on the night of the 8th instant. Botween 
twelve and one o'clock he left and went in the 
direction of West Point. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Hastings:—I could 


not say whether Lo Wing Ming was drunk. 
Ido not know whether he won some money in 
the Wyshing lottery lately. 

Hearing continues. 


The hearin: of this inquiry was coutinued 
before Mr. H. H. J. Gompertz at the Magistracy 
on the 22nd instant, Mr. Hursthouse (of Messrs 
Dennys and Bowley’s office) representing the 
Police and four Insurance Companies, and Mr. 
Dixon (of Mr. Hasting’s office) appearing on 
behalf of Ho Li Cho, owner of the goods in the 
godown. ; 

P. C. Cox, the first witness called, gave eri- 
dence as to the position in which the lamp was 
found under the case in the godown. lie did 


not notice whether the wood of the case was 
burnt through. 


Li Chin Tong, Secretary of the Un On In- 
surance Company, declared: Ho Li Cho in- 
sured certain goods in the West Point rodown 
with the Un On in the name of the Chinese 
Engintering and Mining Company. ‘The total 
amount of insurance was $35,000. Subsequently 
my company re-ihsured certain of the goods in 
the Commercial Union and Meiji Fire Insurance 
Companies.. The list of goods put in is the list 
Ho Li Cho gave me when he effected the 


insurance. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Dixon: Ho Li Cho 
told me that the list would be copie: from the 
godown book. 

Sergeant Watt recalled: One of the cass 
in the godovn was burnt throngh, and several 
others were charred on the outside. On 
opening one case it burst into flame inside. 
From the appearance of the case it did not look 
as though the fire had started from the inside. 
“There was a marked smell of kerosene round 
the c:se where the lamp was picked up, There 
was no p'ace where 2 lamp might have been 
hung up in (kpart of the godown. 

At this sta7® Mr. Murray asked His Wor- 
ship’s permission to ake a statement, as he was 
placed in a position he did not like. He said: 
Prior to, the fire I was never spoken to con- 
cerning insurance on goods supposed to be in 
’ the godown at West Point. I never made any 
list of :oods supposed to be thera prior to the 
fire, and'did not know any insuranca had been 
effected on the goods until after the fire. 

Lo Wing Kee, who isin charge for larceny 
of goods from the godown, before giving evi- 
dence, was administered the usual caution. He 
said: I was employed as shroff to the (‘hinese 
Engineering and Mining Company, and later as 


‘ god -wn-keeper inthe Des Vooux Road Godown. | 


- [ was at a feast at the Yun Fung Loi res‘surant 
until 12.30 on the morning of the 9thinst. From 
there I went to the rodown. where I slept that 


night. I have slept there on three occasions be- 


; things found in the godown. 


godown I entered.in it. 


Inspector Collett gave evidence as to the 
He es‘imated 
the damage done to goods at not more than 
$5U0. ; 

Mr. Hursthouse addressed H*s Worship with 
regard to the suspicious circumstances sur- 
rounding the fire. 
for His Worship to believe that the lamp had 


fallen in the suspicious position in which it was 
found. Furiher, there was the fact that 


Lo Wing Wee was the only person sleeping 
on the premises at the time. 

’ His Worship said that no charge had been 
brought against anyone of any frm of arson. 
As was usual in the case of a fire enquiry, the 
result was extremely inconclusive, and at the 
same time extreme:y curious and very suspi- 
cious, He saw no ground for taking action 
under Section six of the Ordiuance which em- 
powered him, if the fire were considered the 
result of a crime, to commit any person or 
persons connected therewith to prison to 
answer any charge which might be brought 
against them. If tho solicitor representing 
the Insurance Companies and the Police had 


it into consideration. It was still opeu for 
him tod» so. He would proceed under Section 


five and inquire whether there was any reason 
why the premises should not bz released. 
On the application of Mr. Hursthouse the 


inquiry was adjourned until to-day. to enable 
him to find out whether his clients wished to 
take any furtlier action in the matter. 


The hearing of (his inquiry was continued 
before Mr. UW. H. J. Gompertz at the Magis- 
tracy on the 23rd inst.. Mr. Hursthouse (of 
Messrs. Dennys and Bowley's office) repres>nt- 
ing the Police and four Insurance Companies, 
and Mr. Dixon (of Mr. Hastings’ office) appear- 
ing on behalf of Ho Li Cho, owner of tho goods 
in the godown. 7 

On the application of Mr. Hursthouse, the 
release of the premises was deferred for a week. 

The charge against Lo Wing Kee, goiown- 


keeper. of the larceny of certain goods from the 
godown, was withdrawn by the Police. 


THE WEDHAIWEL GOLD MINING 
CO., LD. 


—--—_-—-—-—- ; . ; ; 
The crisis in the affairs of tue Weihaiwei 


Gold Mining Company is tided over is the result . 


of an informal meetins of shareholders held 
Dec. 15th It was a largely attended meeting 
and on the whole a cheerful one. ‘he general 
feeling, as indicated by the applause following 
a remark, was that the International Banking 
Corporation had been rather basty in driving 
the company in o an.awkward corner, but the 
situation was one to be saved, and the only 


question was how it should be done. The direc- ! 


tors came in for some criticism. At the very 
outset of the meeting a shareholde~ expressed 
the opinion that the circular convening tne 
meeting might have been worded in less 
alarming terms, c 
the shsre quotatiins down practically to 
zero avoided. Another point raised was that 
the Board had not taken the opportunity a few 
weeks since, when the shares were at a premium, 
to issue the balance of ordinary shares. 


the chairman (Mr. Marcus Wolff) could only 
reply that am error of judgment had been 


c mmitted. 


The Chairman in an introductory statement 
explvined how the crisis had arisen, through 
the Bank refusing to allaw the overdraft to be 


increased beyond the present amount _of 
$38,737.68, or to continue it unless satisfactory 
securits, personal or otherwise, were deposi‘ed 


against it. They had, however, agrred to 
accept as part payment the $10 call on the 
3,777 preference shares recently called up, 
releasing their lien on the property. But in 
the meantime the company was without money 


to meet immediate liabilities, and unless the 


fore. I had been using a lamp in the godown | meeting adopted some extraordinary measures, 


prior to guing out It was standing on the top 
of a box at the back of the godown. On re- 


tarning a: 123i it was still alipht, and it was ! 


alight when I went to sleep. I was dwakened 


by a knocking above the godown, and fonnd 
the_godown was on fire. The godown book 


it was impossible to carry on. 


4 Mr. J. R: Duff. the expert adviser of the |_ 


company. had written a letter hased on his 
examination after the first crushings, and this 


was read. It explained that many ciroumstances 
made it impossible to judge the probable out- 


He said it was impossible 


made any other charge, 'e should have taken | 


and thus the sendirg of , 


To this * 


| and expressed the confident opinion that the 


mine would ba paying expenses and showing a 
profit within three months. His lowest estimate 
| of the average outturn to be expected after that 
time was 5 dwts. p>r ton, and expenses should 
be covered by 2 dwts. leaving a profit of 3 dwts. 
Taking 80 tonsa day with only 20 stamps and 


1 300 days in the year i represented a possible 


profit of $72,000 gold. : 
Mr. F. E. Taylor, as a shareholder with consid- 
erable interests, who had looked into the situation 


carefully, made a decidedly optimistic speech. 

There was an animated discussion as to how 
the money requir d should be obtained, many 
shareholders wishing to have a uniform call 
made in order to give all an equal benefit and 
interest. This, however, the Chairman ex- 
plaine:1, was impossible as time was too limited. 
Debentures redeemable six months at twelve 
per cent. per annum were subscribed in the 
| Foom with great eagerness, and the amount 
required to save the situafion was rapidly more 


than subscribed—N.-C. Daily News. 


THE PERAK SUGAR CULTIVA- 


: TION CO., LD. ; 


meeting, to be held at Shanghai on Monday, 
19th December, ‘is as follows : 


The Directors submit the following report 
for the twelve months ending 30th September, 


1904 :— 

Cropv. -Gular Estate——The area under cane 
as stated in last year's report was 1,627.25 
orlongs: of this, canes have been cropped from 
1,542.75 orlongs, leaving 84.50 orlongs to be 
carried over to next crop. The output of Sugar 
was piculs 56.072.93, giving an average of 
piculs 36.6 per orlong (1.6 tons per acre); the. 
proportion of No. 1 sugar was 94.8 per cent, 
aud the whole output realised an average net 
price of $6.48 per picul. 

Klompong Fstate.—The area cropped has 
been 829 75 orlongs, producing piculs 33,468.30 
of Basket Sugar, an average of piculs 40.33 per 
orlong. The average price realised for this 
sugar was $333 net per picul ~ 

Lasour.—For the greater part of the season . 
the supply of labour has been quite inadequate 
to the requirements of the estates, with the re- 
sult that the cultivation has suffered from the 
want of sufficient attention, and it has been 
found impossible to extend the area under cane 
at Klompong to correspond with the genie 
of the plant, which is capable of dealing ° 
about 1,200 orlongs as against 8774 already 
planted for next season. The difficulty is one 
which has been experienced in a more or less 
degree by all the sugar estates, and is due 
chiefly to the extensive Government works in 
progress, and to the failure on the part of the 
Goverament to import sufficient coolies for 
these works, the Government contractors 
avoiding the inital expense by~offering higher 
wages to time-expired coolies on the various 
estates. The macs ced has imported dur- 
ing the season ‘Joo new coolies at a cost 
of $33,000; 635. of these arrived on the 
estate during the last four months, of: the 
| season under two and three years’ contracts, 
and a proportion of the cost of importation has 


therefore been carried forward as a charge on 
next year’s account. The latest reports state 


that the supply of labour is now ample. ; 
Ruspsek PLANTATION.—The reports with 


regard to this continue to be satisfactory. The 
manager expects to be able to start tapping— 


Pp 

about 1,000 trees--next year. About 2,000 
trees have been planted out and are doing well. 
About 15.00) will be ready for tapping in tho 
year 1907. ; 

Crop 1904-1905.—Gula Estate.—The area 
under cane for this crop is 1,393.75 orlongs, of 
which 622.50 orlongs are under lease to Cane 
_Contractors. The-vhole output has been sold 
under forward contracts st prices which may be 
expected to realise an averagé of $6.45 net per 

ical. 

P ianipoe g Estate——The area under cane for - 
this crop is 877.50 orlongs, of which 595.00 
orlongs are leased to Cane Contractors. The 
whole output of Basket :Sugar has been sold at 
$4 per picul. : : 


| 
The report for the nineteenth annual general 


472 
It is anticipated that the net results of the 


new season's working will be more favourable 
than those of the season under review. 
Accounts — Working A ccount for the season 
shows a profit of Tls. 33.462 29, which is trans- 
ferred to Profit and Loss Account; the latter 
account, after deducting interest on debentures 


and the Manager's Commission of 2} per cent. 
on the Working Account ‘profit, shows an 


available balance of Ts. 26,219.18, which the 
Directors propose to divide as follows :— 
A Dividend to Sharehollers of 5 per — Tis. 
cent. (Tls 2.50 per share)... ... 17,500.00 
To write ,off Depreciation from 
Plant and Building ~Klompong 
Estate: (2.0 hss cea cei ise aks 
To write off “Depreciation from 
Buildings—Gula Estate 
Carrying forward .. oes 


i 


5,308.91 


1,775.18 
1,635.09 


Ts. 26,219.18 


‘Directors,—Sir Charles Dudgeon resigned 


his seat on leaving Shanghai, the vacancy being’ 
filled by the appointment of Mr. F. Anderson, 
who retires at the annual meeting, but, being 
eligible, offers himself for re-election. _ 
AvupritTor.—The accounts have been audited 
by Mr. Chas. H. King, acting on behalf of Mr. 
G. R Wingrove owing to the latter's illness. 
Mr. G. BR. Wingrove offers himself for 
re-election. 
Shanghai, 6th December, 1904. 
Wiuuram D, Litter, 
Chairman. | 
LEONARD KERR, 
Secretary. 


THE INTERNATIONAL COTTON 
MANUFACTURING CO., LD. 


——___4—_____—_ 

The raport to be presented at the ninth 
annusl meeting of shareholders at Shanghai 
on 21st December, was as follows : 

Your directors have now to placg before you 
the accounts of the company for the year 
ending the 30th September, 1904, which have 
beon duly audited and show a net profit of 
Tls. 14.228.71. The War in the North com- 
bined with tightness of money and high cost of 
cotton -havel greatly interfered with the p:o- 
fitable working of the Mill. 

Debenture (Trust Fund.—This fund (in- 
cluding accrued -intereét) now stands at Tis. 
31,669.87, to which has to be added 25 per cent. 
of the year’s profit, viz: Tis. 3,557.18, making 
in all Tls 35,227.54, say 26 par cent. of the 
amount of Debentures issued. 

Your Directors propose that the sum of 
TIs. 31,669.87, now standing at the credit of 
Debentura Sinking Fund, be transferred to 
profit and loss, making it Ts. 123,033.34, and 
that this be disposed of as follows— 

Ts. 
Writa off property account for depre- 
ciation ... ... 0 wee ee eee eee 17,323.20 
Write off plantaccountfor depreciation 52,543.24 
Write off furniture account for depre- 
, oe 437.61 


ciation geet files 
Place to a reserve fund ... 00,000.00 
... 18,629.29 


Carrying forward to new account 
Tis. 133,933 34 


Directors. —Mr. Scott retires by rotation but, 
being eligible, offers himself for re-election. 

Auditors.—Your Directors regret to have to 
record the death of Mr. R. F. Eastlack, who has 
been an auditor of the Company since its for- 
mation. : 

Mr. A. BR. Leake audited the accounts now 
presented, and offers himself for election. 

J. L. Scott, Chairman. 


The accounts are as follows :— 
PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT 
As on 20th September, 1904. 

. Tie 
cceeveeee. 42,674.14 
houses 4,612.31 
——— 38,061.83 
4,500.00 
750.00 


~ Dr, Tha 
To interest account ... ... 
- Less—Rent on Chinese 
Aan, - 
Lo directors’ fees  ...... 6.2 .e ese ec eee eee eee ee cee 
To anditor’s fees oud batereees oaths 
To balance, brought forward 
30th Settember, 1903 88 034 76 
Profit, 46th September, 1904 .. 14,228 71 


102,263.47 


Taels 145,575.30 | 


|. By furniture account ............... 
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Cr. 
By balance, brought forward 
38Lth September, 19 3... .... 
Less—Amount transferred to 
sinsing fund ............... 


Tis. 
Tis. 
94,574.54 


6.539.78 

————_ 88,034.76 
By transfer fees 2... cce cee cece cceceeeee 16.44 
By working account 0.0.0... eee 57,524.10 


Taels 145,575.30 


‘LIABILITIES AND ASSETS. 
Dr. . Tla. 


To capital account 0.0... cece teecesess see 628,800.00 
To Russo-Chinese Ban< overdraft current 

account wsdl adeyeieuddes op vs eoleeitieseae 20ST OM soe 
To debenture account .... 


To acceptances and billa due ... 
1 ess. —Stockea held againazt same 


3,729.24 
1,729.24 


To sundry credit TR occ este 1 64,418.03, 
To debenture sinking fund ..................... 31,669.87 
To loan account ...... .. . 80,090.00 


To profit and loss ACCIUNE ove vee veers 102, 23.47 
Tacls 1,299,311.26 


Tls, 
21,6) 


Cr, 
By cargo boat .......cceceeeeceeee e eeeeeees 
By property account 30th Sept. $29,715.08 
Additions during year ......... 8,008.12 
— 337,323.20 
plunt and machinery 30th 
September, 1903 .......0...... 678,921.84 
Additions during year 3,621.40 
— 682,543.24 
By ginning mill plant ..... 6. eee 15,000.00 
% 5,172.14 
265.47 


Ry 


Additions during year ......... 


By sundry debtors... cece cence 
By unexpired fire premia ............ eee eee 
By stocks on hand— 
COLON .eceecceetesseceeereeee teeeeeee 109,068.31 
Yarn... cccece eee eee ees 178,880.14 
* 522,042.00 
———-_ 56,818.14 
Cotton by products (waste and 
RECN) 2. seelash cassecaNeacacensed 
Sundry mill stores ............... 
COAL ain sa hae retenieueuet ev naaeotece 


11,826.62 
24,335.69 

B2:).10 
—_—_-—- 312,877.95 
2°,559.0£ 


6,589.78 
1,571.05 


By debenture trust fund 30th 
September, 1903 ..... ......-.- 
Paid trustees 25 per cent. 
profit, 193... ..... 
Accrued interest thereon ...... 


vee nee reeves 


31,669.87 


Tacls 1.299,2 41.26 


* Togs—Yarn paid for not delivered. 


HONGKONG HIGH LEVEL TRAM- 
WAYS CO., LD. 


The twentieth ordinary general meetive of 
shareholders of this Company was held at the 
Company's registered office, Alexandra Build- 
ings,.on the 13th inst. There wera present 
Messrs. Henry Humphreys (Chairman), J. A. 
Jupp, J. Orange, A. Moir, J. A. Tarrant, J. M. 
Wong, G. Murray Kain. W. H. Gaskell, C. 
Ewens and the Hon. W. J. Gresson. 

REPORT AND STATEMENT QF ACCOUNTS. 

In moving the adoption of these ~the 
CHAIRMAN said:—Gentlemen.—I _ propose. 
with your permission, to follow the usual 
course and take the report and _ state- 
ment. of accounts as read. The traffic re- 
ceipts for the twelve months ending 3ith 
November, 19U4, show an improvement of 
$5,657.13 and the net profits for the same 


sriod an increase of $4,924.25 as compared 
with the preceding year, a result which cannot 


but be gratifying to shareholders. The 


possibility, however, of a new Tramway being. 


constructed to the Peak in the near fulure 
in direct competition with our own line 
compels us to husband our resources to the 


-| utmost. Your general managers and consulting 


Committee have therefore considered it ex- 
pedient notwithstanding the increased profits 
to reduce the dividend from $20 to 814 a share 
and to place the unusually large sam of $ 0,000 
to reserve fund. If this policy be pursued for 
another two years (about the earliest period in 
which any opposition line could be opened for 
traffic) this Company will have a reserve fund 
of about $100,000, and with its small capital. 
and a reserve almost equal to its capital, will be 


in a very sound position, aud strong enough to 


meet almost any contingency that may arise. 
It is to be hoped, however, that the Government 
will insist‘on the new Tramway having its Peak 
terminus at some spot other than in-the im- 
mediate vicinity of our own station at Victoria 


wu... 134,000.00 | 
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Gap. Another terminus there would confer ne 
lasting benefit upon Peak residents, who could at 
most only hope for a temporary reduction of rates 
arising out of the competition between the two 
i ompanies. Theshareholdersof both would suffer, 
“and the Government and the Colony generally 
, would not benefit at all. We are at present 
, negotiating with the authorities for permission 
: to exténd our line to Queen’s Road. If success- 
| ful in obtaining their assent we shall be not 
‘ only in a stronger position to meet the threaten- 
j ed opposition. but we shall be better able to 
cater for the wants of our season ticket holders 
| and the public generally, At the same ‘time, 
we are of opinion that the extension of the line 


to Queen's Road will prove remunerative. as ~ 


there will be every likelihood of our receiving 
much greater support in the way of casual 
traffic: I have no further remarks to make, 
but if any sharéholder has any questions 


to ask I shall be pleased to’answer them. 
Mr. G. Murray Barn, in seconding the 


motion, said :—I think the Chairman has covered. 
all the ground, and mentioned pretty well all the 


points in the minds of shareholders at present. 


Perhaps the leist said about these points in the _ 


meantime the better, and we shall find later on 

“ how the eat jumps.” The motion was carried 

unanimously. : 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

The CHAIRMAN moved that the Hon. W, J. 
Gresson, and Messrs. J. Orange and Scott 
Harston be re-elected members of consulting 
committee for the ensuing year. Mr. J. A. 
TarRANT seconded the motion, which was 
carried. 

Mr. J. ORANGE moved, and Mr, J. A, Jupp 
seconded, that Messrs. G. H. Potts and W. H. 
Gaskell be re-elected anditors. The motion was 
agreed to. , = 

This concluded the business. 

HONGKONG NAVY LEAGUE. 
————— io 

The annual meeting of members and 
associates of the Hongkong Branch of the. 
Navy League w-s held in the old Chamber of 
Comimerce room at the City Hall on Dee. 19. 
There were present Mr. H. E. Pollock, K.C. 
(President), the Hon. Gershom Stewart, Col. 
Western, and Messrs. G. Pierey, C. Mooney, 
C. B. Hayward, E. W. Mitchell, R. U. Wilcox, 


D. Layton, T. P. Cochrane, Lo Cheung Ip, 
D. R. Law, W. EK. Claret, N Mumford, 
W. H. T. Davies, §. A. Joseph, M. J. Stabb, 
A. tabington, P. CG. Potts and A. R. Lowe 
(Secretary). . ; : 
REPOR" AND STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT. 
In moving the adoption of the report the 
PresIpENT said:—The report and statement 
have been in your hands for some time past. 
As you will have seen’ from that report, it is 
nearly two years since I last had the ple 
addressing you.. As you will ascertain from 


the report, there has been a considprable 
change in the officers of the League during the 
past year and eleven. months. | am sorr there 
are not moré members and associates present 
here this afternoon. but perhaps—I hope it is so 

-—that may be taken as a sign that the members - 
and associates are ‘satisfied with the manner in 


which the business of the Leagne has been 


conducted since we last he'd a general meeting. 
My experience in Hongkong is, that’s full and 
crowded meeting is a sure sign tkat some 
disturbance is going to occur, or that 
some points are to be brought forward 1 should 
like to say a few words on matters of importance 
in connection with the branch. As stated in 
paragraph three of the report, the shooting 
continues to be on a high level in the 
China fleet, and I understand the Ocean in 
particular has made véry good firing. 
[The speaker here read an extract from the 
Naval and Military Record of the 10th Novem- 
ber last. wherein was given an account 
of the firing, under most difficult contitions, 
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and as similar tu the natuze of firing. in case - 


of actual warfare as practica would allow, 
of H.M. ships: Glory, Albion. Ocern, Ven- 
geance and Centurion.] On the whole, the 
report speaks of.the very great progress made, 
and | think it is a most satisfactory account of 
the practice which was held on the 21st Septem- 
ber last by the Commander-in-Chief, Admiral 


Noel Our report deals a'so with the visit to‘ 


the Far East of the Navy League Envoy, Mr. 
H. F, Wyatt. In his lecture at the City Hall, 


‘ 
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our late Governor, Sir Henry Blake, took the 
chair. I refer to that fact in particular, 
because an erroneous impression has got 
about in this Colony that the Navy 
League are in some way opposed to the 
Governor and the Government of the Colony, 
and it is not right for an officer of the 
Civil Service to belong to it. Sir Henry 
Blake's presence at Mr. Wyatt's lecture ougsht 
to have disposed of that idea. I hope that in 
future we shall have more support from the 
large Civil Service of this Colony, also from 
the Naval and Military services The Navy 
League, so far from being opposed to the Go- 
vernment, has as its primary object the sup- 
port of the Government on every possible occa- 


sion, because, we feel with the late Lord 
Salisbury, that the defence of the nation is the 
business of the people. Nobody could accuse 
Lord Salisbury of being an enthusiastic radical, 
or of in anyway desiring to curry favour with 
the popular vote. On the 9th May 1900 he said 
that national defence was the business of the 
people and not of the Government, and if we 
consider the British Constitution we must sa 

that the words of Lord Salisbury are very wall 
founded indeed, It is quite obvious that taxa- 
tion is essential for defence, and this comes ont 
of the people. If their support cannot be secur- 
ed for expensive measures in preparation for the 
possibility of war, it is quite obvious that the 
Nayal and Military services must go down 
and with them the prestige and credit of 


the- British Empire must suffer. As I 
said , before, it is for us to st-ive by every 


possible means to educate. the general body 
of people, and induce them to give their 
support. And if Lord Salisbury  ex- 
pressed this opinion in 1900, how much 
more danger is thera now since seeing 
the large sums expended in the Sonth 
African War. Th:se who have studied the 
course of events at home, must have noticed 
that parsy amongst whomis Winston Church§ 
hill, 


whose watchword will be that of 
economy ; and no doubt that party 


will complain that we are spending too much on 
Naval and Military preparations. The Navy 
League's object is to show that that party is 
mistaken, and to demonstrate that what we 
pay for preparations is only the insurance we 
y for protection. of our interests, and the 
vidend we get out of the money is to be 
found in the security we get, without which 
the British Empire would very soon begin to 
go down (applause). I wonld ask you to bear 
in mind that not only would unpreparedness for 
war, suddenly coming upon us, cause very great 
damage to our prestige and material prosperity, 
but, if unfortunately the danger of war 
should ultimately arrive, it is a well known 
fact that preparations which have to be 
made hurriedly at the last moment are the 
‘most expensive comparatively, and extremely 
uneconomical (applause). Gentlemen, I would 
therefore urge that it is incumbent upon 
usin this Colony to join the Navy League 
_in large numbers, and I think that it is 
unsatisfactory that out of some 1,200 or more 
British and other members of this community 
exclusive of the service, we should only be 
able to have 235 members and 35 associates. 
I think it is very. necessary that we should 
in this far Eastern Colony, dependent as 
we are upon everything ; upon our prosperity. for 
seourity of our maritime community, that we 
should join in great numbers tha Hongkong 
branch of the Navy League. I feel sure we shall 
find a greatnumber joining here and giving 
their support to the League. We should 
remember that the support which is recorded 
by British residents in this Colony to this 
branch .of the League serves to en- 
courage the executive of the head office of 


the Navy League in London, and shows 
that Hougkong are heart and soul with them 
to put thedefences of the empire on s sound 
and safe footing. As is well khown to you. the 
.subsoription to this branch of the League is a 
very trifliog one. There is no- entrance fee ; 
the subscription is only $5 a year for members, 
and for associates $2. Therefore nobody can say 
they cannot afford to join this branch. (Show- 
ing that the head office of the League ap- 
preciated the work done by the local branch, the 
speaker read u shortextract from head office which 
congratulated the committee of the local branch 
on having assisted them in the past in the 
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manner they had done. It not only thanked 


the branch for its valuable assistance, but 
for the example it has set for years past 
which has had great effect in stimulating the 
energies of the people in Shanghai.) In con- 
nection with the Shanghai Branch, I was speak- 
ing toa member of the committee only a few 
weeks ago, and I can tell you that that branch is 
showing very great activity indeed, and I hope 
the Hongkong branch will not allow themselves 
to be left behind (Applause). We have had 
sent out recently from home !00 copies of the 
British Navy past and present, and 300 Navy 
League maps. The committee propose to 
distribute the 100 copies amongst the Schools 
of the Colony, because it is considered 
that the education of youth with regard 
to the Navy is of great importance. ‘The 
manuals they propose to distribute amongst 
members, and associates. The authorities here 
have decided to put seven or eight of the sloops 
and gunboats into réserve, and I believe the 
object of doing that is to obtain crews 
for torpedo-boat destroyers coming out here. 
That will no doubt be an important addi- 
tion to the fighting fleet, and as such has 
the hearty approval of your committee. At 
the same time the committee have thought it 
right to inform the head office of the very 
useful work which has been performed by | 
gunboats out here in the Far East in time 
past. There can be no doubt that these gun- 
boats have on various occasions, when dis- 
turbances have arisen, been of very great 
assistance~ -in affording protection to foreign 
residents in China, and in keeping up the 
prestige of the British name in places where 
otherwise Great Britain might not have made 
any showing at all (applause). 

Mr. Davies, in seconding the motion 
for the adoption of the report, on behalf 
of absent members thanked the Presideut and 
committee for the work done by them in con- 
nection with the League. The motion was 
carried. 

ELECTION OF COMMITTEE. q 

Mr. MumFoRD moved that the retiring mem- 


bers of committee be re-elected with the 
exception of Messrs. Wilcor and Law who 
wished to resign as they were leaving the 
Colony, the former permanently and the 
latter temporarily, also that Mr. Cruiék- 
shank, of essrs. Jardine, Matheson and 
Company, be elected a member. Mr. JoserH 
seconded the motion. which was agreed to. 


- A vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded 
the meeting. 


. THE MURDER ON SHANGHAT 
BUND. 


Mr. d'Oettenger, the Russian Vice Consul at 
Shanghai, took some further evidence on 
December 17th in the Bund murder case. 

A foreign wituess stated that at about 4.15 


a.m. he heard a loud blowing of police whistles, 
and saw a large number of people runocing to- 
wards the Nanking Road jetty. - Witness also 
went to the jetty and on the footpath behind 
Sir Harry Parkes’ statue he saw a Chinaman 
lying on the grcund with a large wound in the 
head, from which was pouring a large quantity 
of blood, and close by the body was lying an 
adze. The Chinsmin s3emed to bs unco ascious 
near the end ‘of the jetty were two Russian 
sailors; one of them, the short man, was stand- 
ing close to a Sikh policeman, but witness could 
not see whether they were struggling or not. 
The police took the two sailors in custody. 


Shortly aflerwards an ambulance came up and 
the wounded man was placed on it and taken 


away. 

Avothee witness who was called stated that 
he was walking along the grass plot on the 
Bund foreshore towards the Astor House, when 


he heard the sound of whistles; on looking in 
the direction from which the sounds p1 
he saw a tall cailor with an axe in his hand. 


Witness next edw the tall sailor ‘rop the axe 
and run towards the end of the jetty with the 
tailor following close behind ; a native constable 
rusbed towards the men blowing his whistle ; 
some Sikh constables came on the scene ard the 
tall sailor began t» struggle with them. The 
smaller man began to gesticalate wildly and 
pointing to himself began speaking in the Rus- 
sian language. A lady whom witness did not 
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know, who was walking along the plot 
with a small boy, sent the boy in a ricksha for 
Dr. Cox, who shortly afterwards arrived and 
had the wounded man, who had a“ large gash on 
the head, removed to the hospital. As the 
wounded man was being taken away Dr. Cox 
remarked to a bystander that he did not think 
the man would live to reach the hospital. 
About the same time the sailors were taken to 
the Police Station, : 

It was understood that the men would be 
tried by C-urt Martial on board the orniser 
Askold. : 


JAPAN AS CHINA’S PROTECTOR. 


A pro-Russian paper in the North publishes 
the following :—T'hegs islanders are indeed a 
wonderful people, and understand thoroughly 
how to work themselves in. They make friends 
with the Chinese anil remind them of their 
kinship. Promises are made without much ~ 
hesitation, to the effect that they will restore 
China in Manchuria ahd Liaotung, when Russia 
has been driven back; the exact terms to be 
settled later on. * . i 

China, proud of sugh glorious, victorious, and 
generous relatives, feels bound to reciprocste. 
She engages them fo teach her army, and 
buys arms of all descriptions, to be paid 
for by instalments, | Japan tells her: “we 


can do all for you; -do not let the 
aliens build your railway; cancel, as far as 
possible, your railwaéy contracts, they are 


dangerous ; we will supply you with all neces- 
sary materials, and you need not pay at once; 
simply leave the control to us, and we will pay 
ourselves back out of the large revenue whio 

we will create; and, when all that you owe is 
paid, we will hand the whole thing over.to you 
in splendid condition.. What we do in one 
sphere we will do in all ; and you shall no longer 
be in the hands of thelgreedy aliens; but under 
the care of your kinsnien. We understand that 
your treasury is empty, because you have to pay 
the heavy indemnity to the foreigners, but we- 
want to assist you and help you to get rid of 
them. We will build 4ll your steamers on the 
same terms ; and, in order to see that all works’ 
well, we will take charge of your fiscal system. 
So don't listen to any foreign proposals, they only 
want power and profit.” There are, however, 
many iostances in life where relatives. have 
shown themselves mote dangerous than stran- 
gers. China ought to uoderstand that, if she 
does not take care, sh¢ will be entirely under a 
so-called ‘‘ Japanese protectorate.” like Korea; 
aod a far stronger| rule than that of the 
Asean Ching Dynasty. It is to be hoped, 
lowever, that some ofjthe more intelligent Vice- 
roys and other high pfficials are beginning to 
see through the dangédrous but alluring advice 
of their brown cousing; and will still have faith 
in the counsels of Sir] Robert Hart, and those 
nations, like Great Britsin and America, that 


have shown their ability and willingness to act 
interests of a united and, 


strong China. 


FATALITY AT THE DOCKS, — 


‘Au: inquiry was held at the Magistracy on 
the 19th dasteat before Mr. H.-H. J. Gompertz 


touching the death| of Charles ‘ Frederick 
Richardson, an able seaman on board H.M.S. 
Robin, who was found dead in the Kowloon 
Docks on the 12th instant. Lieut. Commander 
Baughan, of the Robim, also sat onthe Bench. 
Messrs. J. A. Woodguss, John Heywood and 
I. S. Perry were empanelled as a jury. The 
first witness called was Dr. Macfarlane, officer 
in charge of the Martnary at Kowloon, who 
made a post-mortem éxamination of the body. 
There was a small scalp wound at the back of _ 
the head which might have been caused by a 
fall or a blow. He |found death was due to ~ 
a stricture caused by drowning. The head 
timekeeper of the dock gave évidence as to 
the finding of the |body in the dock in 
about four or five feat of water. The deposi- 
tions of several seamen off. the Robin went to 
prove the identification of the deceased, also. 
that he was a member of a party of, blue- 
jackets who went to render assistance on the 
occasion of the fire on the s.s, Indravelli. The 
dock in whieh he was} found, he would have to 


b 


- At three’ o'clock the 
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bees on his retuxyn from the {ndravelli. He 
d not appear to be under the influence of 
liquor, although he was slightly shaky on his 
legs. He was in his sini health and spirits. 
In summing up, the Coroner informed the jury 
that deceased had been fighting the fire on 


board the Indravelli. When this was sup- 
pressed he had presumably had a drink on 


board, possibl more than one, On his return 
‘to Iris ship, he had to pass through not very 
well lighted docks, and evidently fell into the 
dock in which he was fouad. The jury after 
short deliberation, returned a verdict of ‘‘ Found 
drowned.” ‘ 


VOLUNTEER PRESENTATION. 


pitey ELL TO 8ERGT. BARTOLOME (DRILL . 
INSTRUCTOR). 


The officers, {non-commissioned officers and 
mon of the left half of No. 2 Co, H.K.V.A,, on 
the 19tlr inst. bade farewell to Sergt. Bartolome, 

R.G.A, their drill instructor who leaves for 
home this morning. 

Capt, SKINNER, H.K.Y.A, 
Sergt. Bartolome with a solid silver {ea 

- service on behalf of the half company, said that 
they had invited him to meet them in order to 
wish Mrs. Bartolome and himself a pleasant 
voyage and other good wishes. During the year he 
had been associated with the left half of No 
2 Co. he had made himself popular with 
both officers and men, owing to the 
efficient manner and “patience he had shown 
in conducting his duties. He had further- 
more endeared himself to them all by his sterl- 
ing qualities as a 
ful {o him because he had always taken such an 

‘interest in instructing them individually. old 
hands and recruits. They deeply regretted 


losing him. The token might perchance briag 
back to him memory of the days he spent in 


Hongkong (Applause). 

Major PRITCHARD in a short speech com- 
mented on the excellent progress the left half of 
No. 2 Go. had made under the efficient instruc- 
tion of Sergt. Bartolome (Applause). 

Sergt. Bartotomeé, abashed by 80 “much 
praise, in a manly speech replied that he 
had done no more than his duty. He was very 
pleased, certainly, with the progress the left half 
of No.2 Co. had made. The men had been very 
attentive at their drills. 


VOLUNTEER SHAM FIGHT. 


in presenting 


——_++ —-— 

As arranged, a land attack between the 
Hongkong Volunteers and the Volunteer troops 
took place on the 17th inst. The Volunteers 
were under the command of Major Chap- 
man, who was assisted by Captains Mac- 
donald and Ordish, and Lieuts. Lammert, 

. Northcote, Macdonald and Scott, while the 
troopers were commanded by Major Pritchard 
and Lieutenant Gresson. The arrangement 
for the manceuvre was that the troopers should 
be in possession of the Northern hills from 
Aberdeen. The Volunteers were to effect a 
landing and try to capture their position. 

dismounted men_ left 

Murray Pier by launch. On arrival at Tele- 

graph Bay orders were given the warriors to 

Iie down in the launch so as not to be perceived 

The launch was directed to 


where the attackers landed and 
one detachment of 14 

Major Chapman, 

dish and Lieut. 


by Captain Macdo 

Northcote end Scott. They effected a landing 

‘on the North side of the bay. The attackers, 

in ambush, got well into the enemy's country 
Major Chapman then 


divisions, he and 


Chapman and his 


men trekked f Pokfulum Road, 


and Captain 

East. Un reac 

enemy. were sig. 

quickly surrounded and taken prisoners. 
climbing for two hours the divisions met near’ 
the Chineso Cemetery: Here two of the 


man, and they were grale- - 


They then declined to go, as they con- 
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enemy were noticed coming along ata op. 
The attackers, in ambush, rented sere 
with a volley and took them prisoners. -A 
further two of the enemy, approaching from 
Aberdeen, feil into an ambush carefully prepared 
by Captain Macdonald. and surrendered. At 
about 5.30 p.m. the contesting armies withdrew 
from the field of battle, and marching to 
Pokfulum Road, were there met by H.H. the 
Governor, accompanied by his A D.C. His 
Excellency expressed himself as wall pleased 
with the way in which the attack had been 
planned and carried out, after which he headed 


the troops in their homeward march. 


NS, 
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INTERESTING SHIPPING CASE 
AT SHANGHAL, | 


The following report of a case heard at 
Shanghai on the 14th inst. appears in the N.-C. 
Daily News :—Alfred Longstaff and William 
Tait, mate and chief engineer respectively of 
the s.s. Nigretza, were summoned for refusing to 
obey the lawful commands of the master, Samuel 


Harrison, at Shanghai on the 14th December. 

Samucl Harrison, master of the str. Nigretia, 
said that Alfred Longstaff was on_ his articles 
as mate and William Tait as chief engineer. 
(Articl-s produced.) ‘Lhe defendants had refus- 
ed to accompany the vessel to Vladivostock. 


Otherwise they had done their duty properly 
and as usual. The second mate, second an 
third engineers, cock and steward, boats- 
wain and carpenter. and one ordinary sea- 
man had also refused to proceed. They were 
the only Eurcpeaus in the ship. The other 
men had agreed to abide by the decision in 
the case of the mcn‘summoued. The articles 
were signed on the 16th December 1903. The 
shipowners were Messrs. Allan & Co. of New- 
castle-on-Tyne. The ship was now chartered 
by Messrs. Moller Bros. as agents for Mr. 
Serebrenik. The charter was for two months 


‘ he had no kiowledge of a 


with the option of a third. Tho cargo to be | 


carried to Vladivostock was kerosene oil in 
cases and absolutely nothing élse as far as 
complainant knew. The ship was loaded, and 
ho believed that there was nothing in the ship 
except the oil. The ship was not carrying any 
mails or passengers. Tho ship was not in any 
way engaged in the service of either of the two 
belligerents. Complainant had never heard of 
any notification of a blockade of WVladivostock 
and had received no notice of any. 
Cross-examined—Com plainan 
war had broken out while he was at Singapore or 
Colombo: he could not remember which. It was 
aboutthe 2nd of March. Theship calledat Singa- 


pore for orders. Complainant first informed the. 


defendants that the ship was proceeding to 
Vladivostock on arrival at Shanghai on the 8th 


sidered there was an extra risk which they 
refused to take. Complainant inferred that 
the existence of mechanical mines in the neigh- 
bourhood of the harbour was the cause of the 
objection. No other reason was given, but 
they mentioned the possibility of capture by 
the Japanese, though that did not weigh with 
them so much as the mines. It was also 
mentioned that Wladivostock might be bom- 
barded; in fact all the circumstances that 
probably could be enumerated were enumerated. 
Complainant had followed the sea for forty-one 
ears. He could not express an ‘opinion as {to 
whether the articles contained an obligation to 
proceed to Viadivosto-k under the circum- 
stances. 

His Worship pointed out that complainant 
could not relieve him (the magistrate) of his: 
duties. 

Complaivant thought it probable he could 
supply the places of these mon in Shanghai. 
He desire | to protect himself by these proceed- 
ings and he wanted to get to Vladivostook. 
He had no other cémplaint against these men. 

Mr. Browett, for defendants, stated that the 
only question raised was whether under the 
circumstances the master’s order was a lawful 
‘one, or to be necessarily obeyed in accordance 
with the articles. 

Defendant Alfred Longstaff, first officer of 
the Nigretia, said he had signed on the ship’s 
articles. He first heard of the outbreak of war 
on arriving at Colombo. Last Thorsday com- 


plainant told defendant that the ship was going 


y : 
t first heaxd that | 


. 
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to Vladivostocl and he (defendant) replied that 
he declined to go. His reason given was that 
the place was Jaid over with uncharted m:nes. 
He also said that a Jupanese squadron. might 
bombard the place at any time while they were 
inside; also he| referred to the danger of cap- 
ture by the Japanese. Defendant considered 


ié against his personal safety to agree to go 
there. Nonelof these risks were contemplated 


by him when /he signed on ths articles. 


By the Coart—The articles were for, three 
years or unti} the return of the ship to the 
United Kingdom. He had not considered, 
before signing the articles; the extreme likeli- 
hood of a nayal war breaking out before they _ 
expired. The cargo was 80 posed to be 
petroleum oif, but he would not like to say what 
the cases might contain. He had seen kerosene 
oil running $ut of some of them. The Japanese 
Consul here bad told defendant that oil might 
be conditiobal? or unconditional contraband 
and that a vpssel conveying it, if seized, would 
probably be faken to Saseho for decision by the 
military authorities. It did not matter what 
might appear on the bills of lading. 

His Worghip—Which do you consider the 
more perilous occupation ; going orawling into 
Viadiyostock among a lot of mines or voyaging 
in the Nort] Sea with the Baltic Fleet about ? 

Defendanf—I don't know, Sir: abont the 


same risk. (Laughter). . 
Dofendant, William Tuit, withont being 


d He took up exactly the same position 
as Mr. Longptaff. 3 ; 

In reply tb his Worship, Mr. Browott. said - 
blockade of Viadivos- 
tock, nor did he raise that point. In regard to 
whether kerdsene might be deemed contraband 
or.otherwise| he presumed distinction would 
be drawn between oil for the use of the ‘in- 
habitants of the country and oil for the use of 
troops. That rested for proof with the ultimate 
consignees of the cargo. : 

His Worship— Who are the consignees ? 

Complainant was not able to say. 

Mr. Longstaff said a Mr. Hermann was the. 
consignee at|Vladivostock and a Mr. Giffereski, 
or some such name, at Harbin. . 

Mr, Browett observed that both places were, 
in common. knowledge, almust entirely occupied 
by troops. tae 

His Worship pointed out that kerosene oil 
was not mentioned in therlist of articles under 
conditional contraband in . the Japaness 
proclamation. ! 

Mr. Browettt remarked that oil would be very 
useful for lighting purposes at Viadivostock 
particularly at this time of year. 

Defendant Longstaif, recalled, said he was 4 
married man with two children. 

_ Defendant Tait, sworn, said he was a married 
man, but without children. 

Complainant, replying to his Worship, said: 
he could not give the latitude of Viadivostock 
without reference to, the chart, but if was 


certainly within the articles. 


Mr. Browett submitted that defendants were 
perfectly justified in refusing to proceed to 
Vladivostock under the circumstances. It was 
a matter of common. knowledge that the. 
Russians were not particular as to where they 
laid their mines, or where they left them, or 
where they allowed them to wander. Therefore 
it was not only'a question of being’ piloted 
through a channel between mines, but a steamer 
going to Viadivostock Yan very consider- 
able risks, as it might at any time come 
in contact with +a mine whose location 
was unknown to the pilots. Again suppos- 
ig the ship gol inside. there, might’ 
come a bombardment or # blockade at any time. 
Mr. Browett referred his Worship to the 
decision of Lord Kenyon in the case of i d 
vy. Stephens, reported in 3 Espinasse, p. 269, as 
supporting his contention that the summonses 
should be dismissed. 


His Worship proposed] to give a decision in 
writing next morning at 10.am. : 
Complainant—Then I shall be unable to get - 
away for another day. 
His Worship—W hy ? 
Complainant—To come 
these men and 
it too late. . 
His Worsbip—It is not yet settled you will 
have to pay them off. — 
‘Complainant —But in case ldo, | 


here first and pay off 
take on a fresh crew will make 


< 
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Judgment was as follows :— while crew, including the deck and engine-room 
This is a summons taken out against Alfred ; efficers, declared that they would proceed no 
Longstaff, chief officer of the s. 8s. Nigretia, and | further. They had signed on the articles on 
against William Tait, chief engineer of the same ; the 16th December, 1903, nearly two months 
ship, charging «hem for that they have been ; before the outbreak of the war, and they had 
guilty of wilf@l disobedience to the lawfu! not contemplated the risk of entexing the port 
commands of the master, Samuel Harrison, ; of a belligerent power. They conceded that 
contrary to Sec. 225, sub-sect. (b.) of the| there was no actual blockade of Vladivostock 
Merchant Shipping Act, 1°94. : | yet proclaimed, but protested that the entrance 

The defence raised is that the command; to the harbour was so dangerous from floating 
consists of an order to proceed to sea with a‘ and uncharted mines that they were justified in 
cargo of kerosene oil for Vladivostock, a port. refusing to risk their lives in attempting to 

"at present in the occupation of the Kuss ans, | enter it.. Other objections were raised but only 

now at war with Japan; that in going {o that | incidentally, and it was not seriously contended 
port the crew will incur dangers other than ! that the Niaretia was carrying cargo other than 
those which they are required te incur under ‘ that which appeared in her papers, or that this 


their articles of agreement and the condi- 
tions of their service, and that consequently the 
. command of the Captain is not a lawful com- 
mand within the meaning of the said section. 
The dangers which the defendants allege 
they will incur are: (1) damage from mines 
protecting Vladivostock, (2) damage from the 
possibility of the place being bombarded after 
they got there, (3) risk that the ship} may be 
taken into Saseho by the Japanese for investi- 
gation as to the nature and destination of 
her cargo. — | 
Now there is no question but that !Viadivo- 
stock is within the derzrees of latitude within 
which these men have contracted under their 
articles to serve, and it is not contended for the 
defence that Vladivostock is blockaded or that 
the ship is engaged in any ‘ unneutral| service.” 
on behalf of either belligerent. With regard to 
the question as to whether cr no this ship is 
carrying contraband of war it has. only been 
contended that the cargo is of sucha nature 
. that there is a risk that the Japanese may 
require to take the ship into Saseho for investi- 
gation. In this connection it may be well to 
mention that Saseho is within the latitudes 
within which these men have agreed to serve. 
_ From the list of articles declared to be 
contraband by the 
it does not appear that kerosene is contra- 
band, and there is nothing before me to 
lead me to suppose that this ship runs any 
special risk of capture beyond the risk run 


by-any ship sailing for a belligerent destination. ; 


I may point out that in time of war every 

neutral ship on the high sea has to submit to 

the exercise of the right of search, and experi- 
«Qnee‘has shown that this right is not always 
Gerda without risk to the neutral ship. 

I am of opinion that under the circumstances 
before me, the command of the master isa la-- 
ful command. It is obvious that the outbreak- 
of any big naval war is likely to cause additional 
perils to peaceful merchant shipping, and these 
perils have been increased by the range of 
modern weapons and the employmeut of mines, 
ete., but I know of no authority for any general 


proposition that the outbreak of war alone, and 
the perils cons -gquent- thereon, | modifies the 


agreements of crews of such peaceful merchant- 
men. There is authority for the proposition 
that a man is not excused from carrying out 
his contract by reason of the fact that difficulties 
ani dangers have arisen before the contract; is 
completed which were not foreseen or contem- 
plated at the time of the making thereof. 

In proceeding to Vladivostock the Captain 
is primé facie doing nothing which a peaceful 
trader is not entitled to do unmolested by either 
belligerent, and I cannot excuse the-e mea from 
the obligations required of them by their articles 
on the grotind ‘of the perils which they have 
alleged may possibly exist in such performance. 

Under the circumstances I shall only impose 
a fine of one day's pay on each of the d+fendants. 
but should they continus to refuse duty the 
Captain will be entitled to bring them again 
before me under sub-sec. (c) of the same section 
of the Act when they will rungthe risk of 
undergoing a term of imprisonment. | 

J.C. EB. Dovauas. 
Police Magistrate. 


The decision given by Mr. Douglas in 
H. B. M.'s Police Court on the 14th inst. is of 
wide interest to the shipping community at the 
present time, The point at issue was extremely 
simple. On arriving in Shanghai last week 
Captain Harrison ofthe str. Nigretia informed 
his ship’s company that the destination of the 
vessel with its cargo of cases.of Kerosene oil 


was to be Viadivostock. Thereupon the entire 


Japanese - Government | 


* the Colony. 


: constituted contraband. 
fe It was in this latter particular that the 
! Shanghai case differed materially from that 
, decided by Capt. L. Barnes-Lawrence (Marine 
| Magistrate at Hongkong) just a month ago. 
| Captain Lawrence excused the crew of the 
| steamer Salfordia from obeying the order of 
| her master to proceed to Vladivostock, but one 
| of the reasons he gave for his decision was that 
“the crew were not informed when they signe 
the articles 


traband." Ife mentioned also that. ‘should 
Bicoatea baer be again bembarded, and this 


| vessel be within its harbour at the time, danger 

| to life may reasonably be apprehended,” but 

| although a similar contention was put forward 

‘on behalfof the defendants at Shanghai it failed 
to carry weight with Mr. Douglas. 


Sympathy will undoubtedly go out to the men 
who have been ordered to take exceptional risks 


| for which they did not bargain, They are brave 
| men probably, as sailors indeed must be, but 
they have wives and families to think of too. 
From their attitude in Court we gathered that 
several will prefer imprisonment to proceeding 
on so dangerous a voyage. Though the decision 
may be strictly defended in law, it is distinctly 
against the equity of the case, for it has “been 
unhappily proved by experience that the perils 
from mines in the neighbourhood of Vladivo- 
stock have not been exaggerated.—N.-C. Daily 
Nees. 


ee 


BOWLING. 


HONGKONG CLUB t. CLUB GERMANIA. 

The Bowling Competition between the Hong- 
kong Club and Club Germania for the new 
Challenge{ Cup concluded on the 19th instant. 
England won by 629 points. Scores ware [as 
follows :— 

England 
Ww. H. Hinds 
C. H. Gale 
H. Hancock 
I. Hooper... 


’ Germany 
F. Eberius 
C. Koch 
. L362 EF. Nicolai 
. 1448 I. Mueller 


1264 


. 1457 
a. 1243 


... 1322 
.. 1484 
. 119) 
.. 13848 


A. Romtach .. 1490 
EB. Volibrecht 1285 
A Thiessen... 1341 


I. Thun... ... 1202 


10,612 


| ¥F. Maitland 
T. C. Gray... . 15035 


C.P. Chater 1539 
J. W.C. Bonner 1425 


: 11,241 


ST. JOSEPH’S COLLEGE. 


| THE PRIZE DISTRIBUTION BY H.B, THE 
| GOVERNOR. 


H.E. Sir Matthew N than, K.C.M.G., on the 
| 17th inst. distributed the prizes at St. Joseph's 
' College. - fe es ee 
| HEB. the Governor’ after distributing the 
prizs, addressing the boys, said that he had very 
great pleasure in giving away the prizes, many 
of which had been earned by diligence. The 
boys were going to spend their holidays, and he 
wished them a good time. He hoped that when 
atudies were resumed they would strive to do 
even better than before. When they went into 
the bigger world they should show their 
gratitude to the good Brothers, who spent their 
lives in teaching them, by becoming good men. 
Addressing the Rev. Brothers and visitors pre- 
sent, His Excellency said that special attention 
should be paid to training the boys to be clean 
in mind so that when they grew up they would 

it to themselves, the school, and 
Training and education went hand 
in hand. © Training without education lost much 


good, and education without training might be 


4 
: become a cr 


that the vessel was carrying con- ! 
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mischievous. ..The report showed how successful . - 
the good brothers were in educating the boys. 
Regarding the difficulties on account of the 
boys belonging to different nationalities and 
creeds, it seemed to him that the diffloaltys 
could be overcome by making the training in 
the junior classes more perfect. The boys 
should not be advanced into the higher classes 
till they had made themselves thoroughly 
efficient in the lower grades. He had seen 
it stated in the local press that he took a great 
interest in education. He did not see how-it 
was possible for any Government to do other- 
wise, and therefore no Governor could help but 


be interested ia that matter. The schoolboys 
of to-day made the citizens of to-morrow. 


RE YUEN CHAN, DECEASED. 
The hearing of this inquiry was continued 
before Mr. H. H. J. Gompertz at the Magis-_ 
tracy on the 16th instant. The deceased, as 
previously mentioned, was killed at the Naval 
Yard Extension by the rope of a crane giving 
way while nine bags of dirt were being hauled 
up. The bags falling on him fractured his 
skull. Mr. Daniels, a partner of the firm, 
stated in evidence at the last hearing that 
three men were employed on each orane. 
This George Sole, engineer. in charge of 
machinery at the yard, stated was correct 
when the cranes were in constant use. 
The crane- where the accident occurred 
was only used occasionally, wherefore only 
one man was kept to look after it. The Coroner, 
in addressing the jury, said the evidence 
established the fact that the rope of the crane 
was reasonably adequate for tho work it did. 
As to signalling, apparently when the crane was 
in regular work. there were always men there 
whose special duty was to signal, When 6 
crane was only doing occasional work, it was 
hardly reasonable that the authorities should be 
compelled to keep aman there all day: The 
workmen on top ought to understand that they 
should call out to those below. I* the men be- 
low did not get out of the way after warning, 
any accident occurring would be their own 
fault. The jury returned a verdiet of accidental: 
death. F : 


HONGKONG BRANCH OF THE. NAVY 
: LEAGUE, 


In the report to be presented to members of 
the Hongkong branch of the Navy L tgue, at 
the general meeting on Dec. 19, it is stated 
that the committee has, from time to time, 
offered gunnery prizes on behalf of this branch 
of the Navy League, but unfortunately the 
service regulations du not appear to admit of | 
the acceptance of the offer. Among various * 
local matters of importance, which have 
occurred during the period under review, may 
be mentioned the visit to the Far East of Mr. 


H. F. Wyatt, the Navy League Envoy. 
In Hongkong Mr. Wyatt delivered two lec- 
tures before appreciative audiences, one at the 
City Hall, on the 2nd June, 1903, at which the 
late Governor, Sir Henry Blake, took the chair, 
and the other at the Quarry Bay Sugar Works, 
at which Mr, D. R. Law presided. Mr. Wyatt 
also held a successful meeting at Canton, where 
the number of members of the Navy League 
in proportion to the number of Britons resident 
is very satisfactory, The season at which 
he arrived in Hongkong unfortunately pre- 


cluded the idea of a general dinner being given 


to Mr. Wyatt by the members and associates of 


this Branch, but he was privately enter‘ained 
by the members of the committee and a 
useful interchange of views effected. Since 
the last general smeeting of the members 
and asscoiates of the Hongkong branch of the 
Navy League, which took places in January, 
1903, Capt. G. C. Anderson, returned to the 
old country for a well—earned rest. Subse- 
uently, at the request of the committee, Mr. 
E W. Mitchell kindly consented to aot as hon. 
secretary for a few months and later they were 
able to secure the services of Mr. A. R. Lowe 
as hon. secretary. Mr. B. Layton, who did 
yeoman service for this branch as hon. treasurer 
resigned the post a few months ago, and Mr. N. 
J. Stabb has kindly consented to act in his placa. © 
The following are the present members of 


i 
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the committee: Mr. H. E. Pollock K.C. 
(President), The Hon. Mr. Gershom Stewart, 
Mr. R. Chatterton Wilcox, Mr. M. W. Slade, 
Mr. D. BR. Law, Mr. T. E. Cochrane, Mr. E. W. 
Mitchell, Mr. B. Layton, Mr. N. J. Stabb, hon. 


treasurer, and Mr, A. R. Lowe, hon. secretary. 
The number of members and associates of 
this branch is 285 members and 35 associates: 


THE NEW CHINESE MINISTER 
TO COREA. 


As the term of office of H.E. Haii T’ai-shéng, 
Chinese Minister at Seoul. expired last Novem- 
ber, at the recommendation of Prince Ching, 
H.E. Tséng Kuang-ch‘uan, a Metropolitan 
officer of the 4th grade, has been appointed to 
succeed H.E. Haii T'ai-shéng, the decree making 
the appointmemt, according to the Universal 
Gosette, having been issued on Thursday morn- 
ing, the 8th instant. H.E. Tséng Kuang- 
ch‘uan is the nephew and adopted son of the late 
Marquis Tséng, former Chinese Minister to 
Great Britain, where his Excellency the late 
Minister was quite popular. The new Minister 
to Corea is better known to Londoners as Lord 
Kingeast Tséng, he being an attaché of his 
adopted father's embassy at that time. A 
fiuent speaker of English and French and a 
sound Chinese scholar, H.E. Tséng Kuang- 
oh'uan was the late Li Hung Chang's right- 
hand man ce * the peace negotiations in 
Peking in 1901. For these services Tséng was 
promoted from his then rank of first-class secre- 
tary of the Board of Works to that of expec- 
tant Metropolitan officer of the 4th grade, this 
making him eligible for the post of a Minister 
of the second class toa foreign Court. Bis Ex- 
celloncy was also of mnch service to the Chinese 
Treaty Commissioners at Shanghai during the 
tariff negotiations last year, when he acted .as 
translator and interpreter for a few months 
until the death at Shanghai of his adopted 


mother, the late Dowager Marchioness Tséng, 
mother of the present Marquis Tséng Kuang- 
lan. An able, patriotic and a progressive 
official, we may confidently anticipate a most 
honourable career for his Excellency in the 
Diplomatic yrofession he has chosen. His 
Excellency is about forty years of age. 


THE CHILDREN’S LEAGUE 
- BAZAAR. 


‘We are asked by Mrs. May, the President of 
the Ministering Children’s League, to state 
that the proceeds of the Bazaar recently held 
by the Ministering Children’s League have 
been distributed amongst the following 
charities :— 

Victoria Home and Orphanage ...$ 425.00 

Blindenheim ... ... ...  ...  ... £25.00 

Miss Johnstone's Baxter Mission.. 100.00 © 

French Convent sae vee 100.00 

Italian Convent ... 100.09 

Diocesan Girls’ School 50.00 


Total... ... $1,200.00 


THE CHINESE IN F ORMOSA. 


A long lecture delivered in Shanghai recently 
by Mr. Consul Davidson of Formosa included 
the following extract: The Chinese population 
may be divided into two classes, the Hoklo, who 
speak the Amoy dialect and who came originally 
from Fokien province, and the Hakka, who 
speak s Cantonese dialect and immigrated 
chiefly from the Kwangtung province, where 
they were practically outcasts. The Hakkas are 
a hardy and warlike race and predominate in 
the savage border districts, where land could be 
obtained for the taking and where e certain 
freedom from official oppression was ensyped. 

Unlike their Hoklo brethren, they are 
generally fearless, and we thus find them, of all 
_ Chinese, most willing to undertake the making 
of camphor in dangerous districts. There are 
a few prosperous Hakka villages in the plains 
but, as a rule, the Hakka prefers the ills. It 
ig roughly estimated that there are in the 


- islands nearly 500,000 of these people. 

The Hoklo, who number over 2,000,000, are 
the predominant race throughout the island. 
They have brought with them the customs of 
their homeland to such a degree that a Chinese. 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


village in Formosa has the same features 
as & Village in their home province. The houses 
are of like materials and are crowded together 
in the same unsanitary way, the narrow ill-smell- 
ing streets present the same filth and are as 
irregular, the street hawkers have the same call 
aud exhibit the same wares, and the people are 
alike in their dress and habits. Like their 
brethren on the mainland they are industrious 
and economical, but, unfortunately, unclean 
and superstitious. If they possess any 


advantages over the great masses of the 
Chinese mainland, it is that the present 
generation are less anti-foreign and more 
liberal in many ways. The parents of the 
thousands of the Formosan Chinese arrived as 
strangers, practically, in a foreign land; they 
doubtless met with hardships and unfriendliness 
while obtaining a foothold, and it is perhaps 
this fact that has made them look with more 
kindly spirit towards strangers in general. 
Without a doubt, the splendid work of the 
missionary bodies in the island, who lived down 
the disfavour with which they were at first 
regarded, accounts to a great degreg for the 
absence of any strong anti-foreign spirit among 
the people at present. 

The first arrivals were Japanese and Chinese 
pirates, and towards the close of the fi teenth 
century Chinese officials had frequent contests 
with them at sea. The turbulent days following, 
which recorded the advance of the Tartars over 
China, drove to the island many daring spirits, 
including that remarkable warrior and leader, 
Koxinga. : 


THE MAILS. © 


The following letters appeared in the minutes 
of the Shanghai Chamber of.Commerce. 

Shanghai General Chamber of Commerce 

Shanghai, 21st October, 1904. 
The Chairman, 
The London Chamber of Commerce, 
Oxford Court, London, E.C. 

S1z,—The irregularity and uncertainty of the 
arrival of letters from Europe forwarded by the 
Messageries Maritimes has for some long time 
caused great inconvenience and dissatisfaction 
among merchants and others here. 

During the current year the mails by English 
Packet have been delivered on an average in 
32.1 days. by German Packet in 33.6 days, and 
by French Packet in 35.1 days. 

The chief cause of complaint, however, is not 
in respect of the difference in the average time, 
but, as above stated, in thé irregularity and 
uncertainty attached to the arrival of the 
French Mail. 

The accompanying table [omitted] showing 
dates of departure and arrival, number of days 
cecupied in transit, and the interval between 
arrivals of French and English Mails, demon- 
strates, I think very clearly, that the idea of a 
weekly service is very far from realisation. 

European correspondents are apt to imagine 
that in posting duplicates of English Mail 
advices by the following French Mail, they are 


ensuring the arrival of letters and documents in |. 


advance of cargo. This, however, is by no 
means the case, and serious inconvenience and 
delay are caused by the reverse of this being a 
common experience. 

It is possible that this state of affairs is not 
so fully appreciated at Home as it is on this 
side, and as this Chamber feels that the matter is 
one of very considerable importance I venture 
to ask the good offices of your Chamber in 
bringing it to the notice of the Postal Authori- 
ties, in the hope that a solution of the difficulty 
may be found, either in the improvement of the 
present service or in its substitution by another 
aud more efficient medium. 

I may add that it has happened more than 
once that an overdue Freneh Mail has been 
brought from Singapore or Hongkong by an 
English Mail steamer, thus bringing within 
the range of possibility the loss of both original 
and duplicate advices, a contingency which 
might involve very serious consequence. 

Tam also addressing the Manchester Chamber 
of Commerce on this subject. 

T an, Sir, . 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Wirttram D. Little, 
Chair man. 


[December 26, 1904: 


: Chamber of Commerce, 
Singapore, 4th November, 1904. 

Drag S1z,—I have to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of 21st ultimo with copy of 
your Chamber's letter of that date addressed to the © 
‘London Chamber drawing attention to the un- 
satisfactory condition of the French Mail Service - 
and suggesting that the matter be laid before 
the Postal Authorities. - 

2.—The Government here has recently ar- 
tanged for tho despatch of an Outward and 
Homeward Mail Service via Negapatam through 
the more efficient medium of the British Indi 
Steam Navigation Company, as explained in 
the accompanying extract from the Chairman's 
address at the half-yearly General Meeting held 
on the 22nd September last. 

We fear any representations on the part of 
this Chamber to the Postal Authorities here 
would therefore have little effect, and we sre 
at present practically independent of the 
French Mail- Service; still, we are quite in 
sympathy with your Chamber in this matter.— 


ym 
Yours faithfully, 
: (Signed) A. J. Gunn, 
ae Secretary. 


ANOTHER CHINESE SQUEEZE 
STOPPED. *. 


Upon the completion of a gaol for culprits 
the other day by the Shanghai Municipal 


Authorities to take the place of the miserable __ 


squalid quarters, under the charge of an avari- 
cious and relentless female gacler, at the Mixed 
Contt, the Magistrate of that {ribunal was com- 
municated with, asking that alt Chinese females 
lying under sentence in that Court for offences 
committed within the’ Municipal jurisdiction 
should be transferred to the new gaol. The 
Magistrate appears to have refused his consent 
to the change, but Yuan Taotai of Shanghai is 
apparently much more amenable to reason, for 
we are informed, says tho N.-C. Daily News, 
that, a;-pealed to by the Genior-Consal, he 
at once sent instructions to the Mixed Court 
to have the female culprits imprisoned there 
transferred tu the new Municipal Gaol for 
women. It must be borne in mind that the 
female gaoler of a Chinese yamén is the posse 
sor of a most lucrative billet, a portion of who 

income it may be safe to assume finds its way 
up to higher quarters, so that under the cir- 


cumstances there need be no surprise at the — 


non-success of a first attempt to.what would ba 
the virtual abolition of a post like this. Of 
those unfortunates whose evil star had put them 
into the clutches of these female gaolers, there 
are woll-authenticated cases wh-re.a victim, on 
showing inability, or perbaps obstinacy, in re- 
fusing to pay for the privilege and, compara- 
tively speaking, luxary of being allowed to 
sleep on a ted of pine boards, has been tied. to © 
a plank, standing edgewise, and compelled to 
lie on it until she promised to “psy the fees.” 
This we know is enly a comparatively mild 
torture exercised upon indigent delingu ‘nts. 
woe 


THE INTERNATIONAL TROOPS 
IN CHINA. 


———set 


The following interesting extract with 
reference to the detachments of troops of the 
different nations serving at Peking as guards 
to their respective legations is from the report 
of one of the United States officers serving there: 
“ Most Americans sent from the Philippines 
develop malaria socn after arrival, the cold- 
serving to bring out the Jatent organisms, but 
after treatment fora fortnight with quinice, 
the trouble dissppears, not to return, and 
invariably the patients gain in weight from ten 
to thirty pounds afterwards. I am told the 
gime is poted with the French who come from 
Indo-China and the British from Hongkong 
and other tropical possessions. Iam sorry to 
say that although the Americans preserve ex-_ 
cellent discipline, drunkenn’ss is more preva- 
lent among them than the other pationalities. 
Possibly this is due to the lack of the canteen 
system with us. The British havea well- 
established post exchange, ; 
sold, and ‘in connection a club room, which 
tends to keep the -goldier in barracks and 
preserve sobriety. The French give a ration 
of wine; likewise the Italians and Austrians 


Z 


where light beer is . 


~ 
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December 26, 1904.] ; 


The Japanese sell beer and sake in their com- 
pound. but never ave a case of drankennees. 
‘he Germans have a home-like rathskeller, 
where beer and German foods are sold, and their 
druvkenness is ni!. The American soldier is 
the . most sought after, as he has far more pay 
to spend than the other nationalities; and the 
result is the extra tendency to fall into the 
hands of saloon-keepers, who especially cater to 
encourage this trade.” 
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CHINA AND RUSSIAN WARSHIPS 
IN SHANGHAL 


Recently, says the Universal Gazette, foreign 
newspapers have frequently reported that two 
of the Russian warships at Shanghai are coaling 
in order:to escape from the port and to meet 
the Baltic fleet. The matter is one of the most 
grave nature, and if the reports in foreign 
papers be true. China cannot escape from the 
responsibility of her neutral duties being vio- 
lated. It will cause Shanghai to be involved in 
the trouble and it will not only cause accusations 


from Japan but the Powers concerned will 


blame the Chinese authorities. Though the 
matter looks a simpl, affair at a glance yet it is 
not at all such a simple matter. Therefore we 
have decided to publish the following facts 
according to the dates. 

On the 24th August the Russian warships 
commenced to. dismantle and .then anchored 


alongside the wharf of the Chinese Eastern 
- Railway Company. 

Then the Japanese Consul-General in 

Shanghai informed the Shanghai Taotai, that 


China should despatch warship to take up a 


_ position near the Russian warships to watch 


them. 

Then the Russian Minister asked the Wai- 
wupu to keep the Chinese warship to watch the 
Russian warships at a distance so as to maintain 
the dignity of the Russian warships. 

At the end of the 8th moon, namely the 
beginning of October, the Viceroy at Nanking 
ordered the cruiser Kinching to come to Shang- 
hai to watch the Russian warships. 

At the beginning of the 10th moon (November) 
the Kinching came to Shanghai and anchored at 
the Southern wharf, when the crew of the 
Riesitelini came to Shanghai and were removed 
on board the Mandjour, but the Captain of the 
Russian torpedo-boat destroyer is missing 

On the 26th November the crew cf the 
Ratstoropny came to Shanghai by the Chinese 
cruiser Hatyung. ; 

On a certain Gay the Japanese Consul-General 
wrote the Shanghai Taotai asking to have the 

_ Kinching at a nearer position to the Russian 
warship as she is too far away from them. 

Then the Shanghai Taotai answered the 
Japanese Consul-General that the Kinching 
being damaged is now repairing in the dock and 
cannot undock before the beginning of the 12th 
moon (January 1905), but when properly repair- 
ed she will be moored at Shahaipu. : 

Then it was reported that the Japanese Consul- 
General wished to have the Chinese cruiser 
anchored at the China Merchants’ Pootaung 
wharf instead of Sha-haipu as the latter place 

- was too far away from the Russian warships. 

However the idea of the Shanghai Taotai was 
that as Sha-haipu:- being below the stream from 
the position of the Russian warships is prefer- 
able and he had decided to anchor the Ktnching 
at the front of the International Dock at 
Shahaipu. — 

The Japinese Consul-General further warned 
the Shan;rhai Taotai that at this moment it was 
very important to watch the Russian warship. 
If owing to the repairs of the Ainching there 
was no Chinese warship to watch them, there 
might something unexpecte | happen and there- 
fore the Shanghai Taotai should get instruc- 
tions from Viceroy Chou Fu to despa‘ch other 
warships. The Taotai has asked the Viceroy 
to despatch the cruiser Nanchin, but she has 
not come here yet. : 

here are many reports that the Russian 
cruiser coaled over one thousand tons and that 
duplicates of the parts of the machinery which 
were removed have been obtained by her so 
as to slip out of Shanghai to meet the 
Baltic fleet. ec. On Dec. 13th the Japan- 
ese Consul-General wrote the Shanghai Taotai 
giving the reasois for such rumour. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


The Sinwanpao adds: As to the number of 
wounded crew of the Russian warships for 
whom the Consul-General. has asked the Shang- 
hai Taotai to get permission to return home, 
the Shanghai Taotai has been ordered by the 
Peking Government- by wire to examine the 
said wounded crew and report upon their actual 
condition. Therefore the Taotai has asked 
the Commissioner of Imperial Customs in 
{Shanghai to engage a foreign dootor to see the 
wounded crew and report upon them. 


FAR EASTERN ITEMS. 
—___¢#- 


Mr. E: C; Wilton, British Vice-Consul at 
Chungking, ,has been made a Companion of St. 
Michael and St. George. 

A bequest of £500 to the China Inland Mission 
was made by the late Mr. Hammond Chubb (for 
many years Secretary of the Bank of Englad). 

The Universal Gazette says thaf Germany has 
again asked for the lease of Poyang lake and 
that the authorities of the province of Kiangsi 
have wired the Waiwupu to refuse te proposal. 

The Shanghai Txotai has received a despatch 


from the Japanese Consul-General pointing out 
that the Russian cruiser Askold has been lately 
taking in large quantities of coal, altogether 
out of proportion to the amount needed for 
heating purposes on board that vessel during 
the winter, and further (hat it has b3en dis- 
covered that duplicates of important parts of the 
machinery and’ ‘large ‘guns of the Askold had 
also beéu lately secretly taken on board to 
replace those taken away to the Kiangnan 
Arsenal for safe keeping, at tle time of the 
dismantling of the cruiser. Jn view of this the 
Japanese authoriti-s have a suspicion that those 
on board the Askold are intending to make a 


dash for liberty in that vessel, ia consequence of 


which itis needful that the Chinese officials: 


should keep a sharp look-out on the vessel for 
which they are responsible. 
The Yungp‘ingfu correspondent of the N.-C. 


Daily News writes: Ata town near to Pakou 
we fell in with a young Chinese giant, and felt 
almost sorry we were not relatives of Barnum 
that we might exploit him. Seated in an inn 
one day writing, with a curious crowd round 
me in the usu+l style, my friend drew my 
attention to a man who had just joined the 
throng. He was stretching his head over the 
others, and I could not believe that he was not 
mounted on a box or something of that sort. 
But his feet were on the ground and his head 
was a long way from the ground. We measured 
him, and found him to be six feet nine and a- 
half inches, and as he was strongly and sturdily 
built he was a very fine specimen of humanity 
I laughingly suggested to him that he should 
offer himself to Viceroy Yuan Sbih-k‘ai, as a 
candidate for post of personal bodyguard, and 
his reply in substancy was: “ Wouldn't I just 
like the chance !” 


TRADE ITEMS. 
+ -<$—___- -————_ 

The dividend of| the Hamburg-American 
Line for 1904 is estimated at between 8 and 10 
per cént., perhaps 9} [per cent. ° ; 

In explanation of| the figures in the table, 
Mr. Hosie writes:+“ The figures set down 
against «ach area represent the minimum out- 
put. In each case there is an excess, but the 
exact. amount thereof is unattainable. I have 
thought it advisable, therefore, to add 1" per cent. 

for this excess as well as for trifling omissions, 
and the total may bp taken to be as near the 
actual output as it is possible to make it.” 

An amusing story! illustrative of the attitude 
of the Japanese trader towards European 
patents, is going the rounds 0: the Berlin 
press. Many Germpn articles bear the letters 
“D.RM.S.,” which stand for ‘“* Deutscher 
Reichs-Muster-Schutz,” or, literally, German 
-Imperial Sample Protection. It occurred to a 
Japanese to register these letters as his trade 
mark; and now hejis bringing actions against 
German importers, whose wares bear them. 

Mossrs, Arnhold, Karberg & Co. have received 
atelegram from London informing them. that 
the *‘ Shell” Transport Co., Ltd. have declared 
an Interim Dividend on account of 1904 of 1/- 

(One Shilling) per Ordinary Sbare, payable. on 
the Ist January, 1905 Holders of Warrants 
to Bearer will receive this dividend against 
Coupon No.5, whick may be negotiated through 
the Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corpora- 
tion. 


t 


b 
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The Nagasaki Press of December 12th 
states that a syndicate has been formed in 
Tokyo for the purpose ‘of establishing a 
general printing, publishing, ppt , and 
stationery business in China. The capital is to 
be Yen 600,000 in 12,000 shares to be floated 
as a joint-stock concern, and it is stated that 
the subscr:ption is already guaranteed. Some 
of the promoters are going to China next. month 
in connection with the scheme. 


_ The Mexican Government asked Congress on 
Nov.17 for authority to carry out the scheme of 
monetary reform which they had determined 
upon. tt is understood that the Government 
will close the mints to the free coinage of silver 
to private holders, but not for export purposes, 
and that the actual dollar will ultimately be 
worth one-half of the value of an American 
gold dollar. Thus the consumption of silver in 
Mexico will be the same as before. ~ 

‘The following companies, unless cause is 
shown {o the contrary, will be struck off the 
register in three months’ time :—The China 
Ginger Manufacturing Company, Limited ; 
Ramie Fibre Com y, Limited ; Weihaiwei 


Mining Syndicate, Limited; Hongkong Marina, 


‘Limited ; Stoneley Gold Prospecting Company, 


Limited ; Hongkong Building Materials-Vom- 
pany, Limited; Heung Sing Steam-Boat Com- 
pany,\Litiited. 


United States Minister Allen, Seoul, Corea, 
reports : —',1 was visited in July by the agent 
of the British and American Tobacco Company 
who desired to have the company’s trade-marks 
or labels regist>red in Corea. There being no 
system of registration of trade-marks in this 
country, I secured the issuance of a proclamation 
forbidding” the counterfeiting of the labels of 
this company or the use of their boxes for con- 
taining spurious goods.” The Minister adds 
that the Japanese Minister to Corea‘has stated. 
that his Government will protect in Corea. 
trade-marks that are registered in Japan. 


H.M. Consul-General at Ch'’éngtu (Mr. A. 
Hosie) reports thatthered sandstone of Szech’uan 
ig unsuited tothe cultivation.of cotton, but there 
is asmall area of the provinces, with a ‘super- 
incumbent layer of alluvial soil, where the cotton 
plant flourishes. This area lies to the north of 
the great rhea-producing districts between the 
Fou, the western branch of the Chia-ling, ‘and 
the T’o River. The city of Sui-ning, and the 


‘market town of Tai-ho chén are the great. 


centres of the native cotton trade, as well as 
of the import trade in Indian yarn, which is 
largely used, mixed with native yarn, in the 
weaving of cottons, a very important industry 


in this cottonproducing area. There can be no 
doubt, however, adds the Consul-General, that 
cotton growing in Szech’uan is on the decline 
n face of cheap Indian yarn. - 


The Canadian Commercial Agent in Yoko- 
hama (Mr. A. McLean) reports that the con- 
sumption in Japan of wire nails is increasing 
every year. In 1903 the quantity imported 
was 39,104,000 pounds, valued at 754,462 dols., 
mostly from the United States and Germany, 
whose manufacturers, it is believed, have- an 
understanding as to prices. Great Britain 
does not send very many nails, only 473,000 odd 
pounds, but they are the best. J obbers’ prices 
in American nails range at present from 2.90 
dols. per keg for 12 gauge, 24 ingh, to 2:75 dols 
for 5 gauge, 7 inch. This includes the duty of 
29 cents per keg. Nails for the Japanese 
market should be packed in extra strong kegs, © 
134 ponnds net, lined with pitch paper to 
protect against rust, which causes them to sell _ 
as damaged stock. . 


In ‘his report on the Province of Szech'uan . 
HM. Consul-General at Ch'engtu (Mr. A. 
Rosie) gives the following summary of the 
quantity and value of raw silk produced in that 
province :— 


Kind of Silk 


Weight in 
Ch. ounces me Taels 


Thin yellow... 11,480,000 6,550 _ 873,333} 2,863,G00- 
Stout yellow 36,210,000 22,625 3,016, 7,979,000 
Stout white... 12,660,000 7,912.5 1,(55,000 2,817,300 


59,340,000 37,087.5 4,945,000 18,659,800 


Piculs Value in 


10 per cent. fot 
extras and 7 = 
omissions . . 5,934,000 3,708.7 494,500 1,365,930 


Total ... 65,274,000 40,796 5,499,500 15,025,290 


~ 


COMMERCIAL. 


_ Messrs. Welch, Lewis & Co. of Shanghai, in 
their Circular, dated 12th December, state:— Black 
Teas. -— Market closed. Total settlements for 
soagon 54,831 ~half-chests against 81,681 half- 
chests, last year. Green Teas. —Pingsueys. —A 
small ‘business has been done at previous rates. 
Common Teas are weak and tenmen would be 
willing sellers at a small decline, but at present 
no enquiry exists for this grade. Country Teas.— 
There are about 1,000 half-chests of coarse liquor- 
ing Moyune on the market and no further supply 

“of any bulk is expected. Local Packs and Fy- 

-chows.—About 4,000 half-chosts are left on the 
market, but being of coarse quality will not attract 
buyers unless at low prices. foong Mees and 
Sou Mees.—The market has been cleared of Foong 
Mees, there are about 40U half-chests of Sou Mees 
which the taamen are holding for a damand. 
Settlements since 28th November:—10,096 half- 
chests. Total settlements since opening of market 
to date :—348,755 half-chests; Stock 35,076 half- 
chests. Last year’s figures were :—438,419 half- 
chesta; Stock 7,130 half-chests. Sottloments of 
Hyson and Young Hyson since openiny of market 


to date :—Arrivals 140,321 half-chests, settlements 
188,913 half-chests, stock 1,408 half-chesta. 


From commencement of Season tho export 
of Tea to Great Britain has been :— ; 
Black, lbs. Dust, lbs. Grecn, lbs. 
Total to date, 190-4..25,474,011 674,927 2,648,269 
. 1903.. 8,497,680 5,002,472 
a 1902., ,005,81+ 3,777,539 
From commencement of Season the export of 
Tea to the United States and Canada has been :— 
Black, lbs. Green, lbs. 
6,862,531 16,463,402 
ae 1903... 6,046,641 20,275,847 
43 1902 ... 10,322,962 16,810,573 
‘From commencement of Season tho oxport 
of Tea to other European ports :— 
Black, lbs. Brick, Ibs. Green, Ibs 
Total to data, 1904. 20,389,027 4,424,532 1,624,669 
_ 903.. 2,701,833 1,7 42,335 
3 1902, 1,861,101 1,149,097 
“From commencement ‘of Season tho export 
of Black ‘l'ea direct to Russia has been :— 
Total to date, 1904..... 854,800 1,049,467 lbs. 
; Me " 12,388,860 _ ie 
% 18,862,521 — a 
-From commencement of Season the export 
of Tea to Bombay and other ports has heen :— 
Black, Ibs. Green, lbs. 
643,067 


Total to date, 1904... 


Total to date, 1904 
” 16 a j 1,273,801 
o 2 Oe 1,078,168 
From commencement of Season the export 
of Green Tea to Batoum and Novorossisk, &c., 


Green, 
+ 7,641,332- Ibs. : 
12,259,866 
9,058,974 ,, 
The Export of Tea to Russian Manchuria vi® | 
Port Arthur, Newcohwang and Tientsin has been :— 


Black, lbs. Brick, Ibs. Green, lbs. Dust, Ibs 
1904... 3,438,669 32,814,911 184,268 241,234 
1903...32,538,634 34,943,601 2,081,221 147,333 
1902...89,778,618 - 6,496,670 2,405,387 957,628 


Sa 
“SUGAR. = 
Honaxona, 26th Dec.—The prices are advan- 
cing, holders being firm. : 
Shekloong, No. 1, White......§8.65 to $8.70 pels. 
7. 7.85 
6.30 
6.10 
Swatow, Nob. . 8.50 
Do. i BE 7.70 
Do.- ‘5 » Brown...... 5.80 6.15 
Do. 2 Brown: . 4,90 5.00 
Foochow Sugar Candy . 12 00 | 
Shek loong . 1100 


| 


has been :— 
Total to date, 1904 
90% 


a” 


Hoxaxona, 26th Dec. _The prices are nearly 
the same as when last 2 iis | 
Saigon, Ordinary... ceases = 35 to $2.40 | 

eee good “quality .. oe to 4.10; 
to 4.25 | 
to 2.75 | 
to 2.50 | 
to 4. 25 | 


eee. 


- 


Siam, Field mill cleaned, No. 2 ...... 2.05 
Garden, wy No. Lb wu. 2075 
White, Pete ee veces 4:15 
‘Fine Cargo . 7 


operations. 


. 
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PIECE GOODS. 

Messrs. Noel, Murray & Co’s Piece Goods Trade 
Report, dated Shanghai, 15th December, states :— 
In compliance with the wishes of the Importers, 
expressed through the Chamber of commerce, 
the Imperial Maritime Customs have issued the 
following notice, to which we wish especially to 


. call the attention of ehippers in Manctester in 


order that ihe'r Invoices tor this market may be 
worded accordingly. We venture to think that 
if this innovation is carried out strictly it will 
serve n very useful purpose. 

“In order to simplify classification, Importers 
are requested in future to report as Sheetings all 
Grey Cotton Piece Goods measuring 4) yards 
long ahd 36 inches wide, and packed 30 pieces in 
a hale, or 20 pie.-es in & truss, and two trusses in 
a bale; andas Shirtings all such gocds packed 
more that 20 pieces in a bale or truss.” 

It was intended originally to word the notifi- 
cation so that it would apply equally to. Nanches- 
terand American makes. Unfortunately, however, 
there is no uniformity of custom and, since it 
was issued, it is found that the addition of the 
words “or 20 pieces in a truss and two trusses in 
a hale” can he applied to some English goods 
imported in quite a considerable quantity which 


are packed that way and at the same time aro | 


called Shirtings. If those words were omitted, 
therefore, the notification would apply very well 
to Manchester goods, as the coarse Yarn Sheetings, 
which it is desirable to keep separate, are not 
trussed. Inthe New York Invoices there dors 
nol appear to be a recognise | system, and for the 
most part they designate two bales hooped or 
roped together a truss, whereas in Manchestor it is 
the other way sbout, that is, two trusses (or small 
bales) hooped are called a.bile, each of tha trusses 
being numbered separately. If therefors the 
words mentioned ahove are omitted from the 
notification it might be applied to English Grey 
goods, and as regards American it would he 
advisable for the Chamber of Commerce here to 
communicate with the New York Chamber and 
seo if somo uniform system cannot be arrived at. 
Tho most desirable distinction would of course be 
by the Count of the Cloth. Even in Manchester 
there is no set system, some packers calling all 
12-]bs. 36-inch. goods without a Fancy heading 
Sheetings. while otbers call them Shirtings! 
Piece Goods.—The market since the date of our 
last report has been in a state bordering on 
stagnation. As the true price to which American 
Cotton had fallen in Liverpool became m-re 
widely known the dealers seamed more inclined 
to quit their holdings than fo talk about further 
As was anticipated there has heen a 
slight reaction in Cotton, the latest quotation 
being 4.21d. for Mid-American, though Egyptian 
iseasier at T]d. ‘he decline has made no per- 
ceptible differences to Manchester quotations, but 
from New York we hear a few makes are offering 
ut a decline of as much as stx-pence per piece, 
hut there are no buyers for this market. Some 
consternation was c:used in the market here by 
the announcement that. a large native holder 
intended to dispose of his stock of Cotton Flannels 
‘hy Auction, and some 600.casas averé actually: put 
up-and sold, but any effect- there inay have heen is 
Confined to that particular make. Some of the 
plong delayed supplies of Amcrican Domestics are 
at length arriving, but the inclination seems to be 
to take advantage of the present favourable 
Exchan:e, pay for the goods and store them in 
the steamer Godowns to await ship:nent at the 
opening of the Spring trade. There appears to 
he sowe hitch about the Chin-wany-tao route at 
present, tho Railway Company not being able to 
guarantee the safety of goods, and the Steamer | 
Companies wanting so much more freight to pro- 
vide the necessary protection It is difficult to 
get at the botton of it, however, as the Companies 
concerned are very reticent about it. There is 
no particular news from the Outport. Hankow 
has not as yet recovered her activity, and the 
cause of the stagnation there is still a subject for 
conjecture. From private enquiries in Tienfsin 
it seems that, after all, the direct business done 
this year in American Pieca Goods has been very 
small, not more that 10,000 bales. ‘Ihe rise in 
Sterling Exchange is being felt in the imported 
Yarn trade, the business being very small and 
prices down another tael. Cotton is drooping in 
sympathy with the home markets. 


MISCELLANEOUS IMPORTS. 
Honeakona, 16th De:ember.—The prices ruling 
are as follows :— 

Cotton YarRrn— 
Bombay—Nos. 10 to 20, ... 
English—Nos, 16 to 24, ... 140.0 to 160.00 

22 to 24, ... 160.00 to 165.00 

* 28 to 32, . .. 167.50 to 175.00 

Reported sales 10 ,000 bale-. 


per hale 
$ 90.00 to $128.00 


” 


[ December. 26,. 1904. 


Corron Pircr Goeps— per piece 
ater Shirtings—6 Ibs. ......... 2.20 to 2.25 

7 Ibs. . . 2,30 2.40 

~ 8.4 lbs... .. .. 8,00 4.00 

‘ "9 to 10 Ibs. ... 4.10 5,30 

White Shirtings—54 to 56 rd. 2780 8.00 
3.60 
-§.40 
8.00 
810 
1.00 
2.3) 
to- 3.09 
to 2.70 
2.90 to 3.20 


Book-folds 5.3U 

Victoria Lawns—12 yards ..> 0.80 
_T-Cloths—6lbs, (32 in.), Ord’y. 2.26 
71bs. (32", ), 4, 2.70 

Glbs, (32 ,, ), Mexs, 2.25 

7ibs. (32, ), 


to. 
to 
to 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPORT. 
Hankow, December 14th, 1904:—The prices 
quoted are for the net shipping weight excluding 
cost of packing for export :— 
Per picul- 
. Tis 35:00 
81.00 
19.00, 
57.00 
9.00 


Cowhides, Best Selected 
Do. SQCONGS: isciesicssccesssecceseeste: gp 
Buffalo hides, Best Selected 
Goatskins, Untanned, chiefly white colour, oy 
Buffalo Horns, average 3-fhs, each 
White China "Grass, Wuchang andjor | 
Poochi.....ccccscesee eee ase 


White China Grass, Sinshan andjor 
Chayu Aare 

Green China Grass, "Szechuen 

Jute ” 

White Vegetable Tallow, Kinchow...... 

White Vegetahlg ‘Tallow, Pingchew 
and/or Macheng wic..cececessvveeeeee aoa 

White Vegetable ‘Tallow, Mongyu 

. Green Ve tablant ‘allow, Kiyu 

Animal Tahow ... 

Gallnuts, Usual shape 

- Do. Pium = do. 


11.29 


10.20 
9.70 


- Do. Wongkong ... 
Black birlettee ae 


” 


Turmeric hes eieeae 
Sesamum Seed ..........cccceesecee cane vebweie - 
Sesamum Seed Oil ...... saiaesieastades 


Vegetable Tallow Seed- Oil 
Wood Oil 
Tea Oil 


stes 


Peer eerer ree enmreeesnesnveeeee pg 


Por steamer Telemachus, sailed on 9th December 
For Odessa:—~700 cases cassia. For Odessa :—59 
hoxes galangal. For Odessa.—10. cases bristles. 
For Boyrouth :—100 cases cassia. For Trieste:-- 

) hafes caasia. For London :—214 cases china- 
he and hlackwood ware. For London --~557 
rolls nats. For London:—262 bags copra. For 
London :—75 cases shells. For London :—8 bags 
sholls. For London:—55 cases sundries and 
plevate effects. Jor London :—300 casks .ginger. . 
for London :—52 cases cainphor. For London :— 
146 bales feathers. For London or Glasgow :—70 
casks preserves. For London or L’pool or Glas- 
gow :—30 casks preberves. For London or L’pool 
or Glasgow :—]40 pases preserves. For London 
or Dundee or Glasgow:—100 casks preserves. 
For London or Continent :—20 cases essential oil. 
Far London or © ntinent:—242 bales feathers. 
For London or 
For London or Continent :—749 bales canes. For 
London or Continent :—800 rolls matting. For 
London or Continent:—100 cases cassia. For 
Hamburg :—7.cases.shells. For Copenhagen :—82 
bales feathers. For Amsterdam :—170 casks 
ginger. For Rottgrdam or Amsterdam :—201 bales 
canes. For Antfverp:—417 bales feathers. For 
Antwerp :—li+ i 
| bales: canes. 


Per P. & O. steamer Nubia, sailed on. 17th Deé. 
For London ;—/10 cases bristles, 450 rolls mats and 
matting, 3 cages curios, 2 cases blackwood ware, 
100 bales baiyboo splits, 3 cases cigars, 14 cases 
silks, 402 bdles waste silk. 2u bales raw silk, 2 
packages old documents. For Manchester :-—125 
bales raw silk. For Lyons :—103 bales raw silk. 
For Marseilles :—100 bales waste silk, 1 box silk 
embroideries, 55 bales raw-silk, 1 casa feathers, 3 
casea birds feathers. 


Ter P. & O. steamer Candia, sailed on 21st Dec.,: 
For Manchester :—100 bales waste silk. For Lon- 
don :—4 cases hats, 562 bales hemp, 1 case-essence 
of ylang ylang, 455 bales tea, 6 cases camphor, 2 
cages curios, | case china, 70 bales canes, 205 bales 
split bamboo, or Hamburg Rotterdan or-Glasgow, 
15 bales feathers or Hamburg. For London: 
—2 cases blackwoodware, 5 cases bambooware, 
95 cases chinaware, 8 cases woodware, 10 cases 
copperware, 50 rolls matting. For Marseilles :— 
2 cases birds feathers. For Rioode Janeiro:via 
Marseilles :—-720 packages firecrackers, 180 pack- 
ages firecrackers opt Santos. 


x 


Décomber 26, 1904.] 
SHARE REPORTS. 


“Honexona, 23ed December, 1904.— Our 
market has continued dull during the week, 
with wehkness the predominating foxture, al- 


though bt the time of closing a slightly firmer | 

The business which has j 
been transacted has been almost entirely for ; 
settlement account ; investing and new specula- | 


feeling i apparent. 


tive business being almost at a _ standstill. 


the chi-f cause for the latter feature of the 


market, The settlemen(s for the end of the 
month are now practically all arranged, and 
any anxiety as to their issue, if ever there were 


any real grounds for such, is entirely dispelled { 


as far as Hongkong is concorned. 7 
Bangs.—Hongkong and Shanghais continue 
very steady with small sales at $715, the market 
closing with probable further small buyers at 
that rate, although it is likely that larger pare-ls 
‘are obtainable. ‘I'he London rate remains at 
£70. 10. Od. Nationals remain unchanged at 


$39, 


Marixg Insorances.—-Uniong lave again 
changad hands-at $7u0, but close with a few 
shares off-ring at the reduced rate of $690, Can- 
tons remain unchanged and without business. 
China Traders are obiainable at $583 with no 


giles to report, Yangstzes aud North Chinas 
remain unchanged, 

Fiee Insurances.—China Fires have 
changed hands at $9/ and Hongkongs aro 


weaker with s2llers in place of buyers at 
3335.. 


Sarppina.—Indos Lave ruled weaker, tle 
rate gradually falling to $126, chiefly owing to 
a weakness in Shanghai, the latter weakness 
being doubtlessly caused by the slump in 
Faruhams aud other local stocks, the immediate 


result of which was instructions from that port 
to Hongkong Agents not to sent up settlement 
shares, but to sell locally at the best price.“ At 
_ the time of writing a much firmer feeling is 

apparent both here and in Shanghai; and after 
small local sales at $127 the market closes firm 
at $1274 buyers forward at rather batter than 
proportionate rates, whilst in Shanghai the rate 
has been to T's. 90. Hongkong, Canton and 
Macaos have continued to rule weak with se:lers 
and no sales ut $234 and no buyers over £28. 
Douglases are enquired for at $33} after small 
sales at that rate. China and Manilas have 
chinged hands at $23, New S'ar Ferries 
have declined to $20 with s:llers, and Shells 
to 25/-- 

Rerinerizs,— China Sugara in the early 
part of the week ruled very weak and business 
was trausacted as low as $223 for the settlement. 
later shares changed hands at $224 and §225 (he 
market closing with buyers at the latter rate. 
On tine sales were effected at $235 and $232 
for March, and at proportionate rates to June. 
Luzons have declined to $15, but buyers at that 
rate rule the market, 


Minixa.—No business ty. report. Raubs 
have further declined to $4, 

Docks WHarves, anp Gopowns.—Hong- 
kong and Whampoa Docks have further declined 
to $216, after small sa'es at $217 and $216}. 
Buyers will not offer more than $215. Kow- 
loon Wharves have also declined to $112 with 
sellers azd without sales. Farnhams have ru'ed 
very weak in Shanghai, the sate suddenly 
dropping to Tis. 153, At time of closing 
the local rate is $155 with small sale. While 
Shanghai quotes Tle. 153, 

Lanps, Hoteis, axD BUILDINGS.—Hong- 
kong Lands have ruled weak with sma'l sales 
at $148 and later at $1464. Hotels are slizhtly 
easier with sellers at $1444. Other stocks under 
ths heading remaio unchanged and without 
busit ess, , 


Corton M1nis,—Nothing to report. 

Miscei.axxots.—China Prévidents are on 
offer at $93. Fenwicks at $45. Ices at $255. 
St-am Waterbor's at $20, Green Islands have 
chaiged hands at $39, Powells at $12a1.d $124, 
and old Electrics at $15. : 

Memos.—Hongkong High-Level Tramway 
Co, ordinary annual general mecting on [8rd, 
instant, (ransfor books closed from 20'b 'o 26th 
instat.t. Humphreys’ Estate and Finance Co. 
cil of $7.50 on shares not fully paid up (new 
issue), due 2nd January, 1905. 


| decline in rates from 


The continned firmuess of sterling exchange is.j pyZe5e? — 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


Closing quotations are as follows: — 


ae 


\ 
Company. :PaID Fy QuorTATions,, 
; Banks-— | 


| Hongkong & S’hai... 


Natl. Bank of China 
A. Shares 
B. Shares 


me $715, "sales 
$125 1} Ldon, £70.10. 
£8 ‘$39 
| $39 
‘oun, Shares... jlo 
‘$690, sellers 
$584, sellers 
5 ‘T's. 96,gales &sel. 
3150 
2251, buyers 
$335 sal ers 
$90, sales& buyers 


Union 
China Traders 


North China 


7 


Hongkong Fire 
China Fire 
Steamship Coys.— 
IY., Canton and OM... 
{Indo-China S. N. ... 
China and Manila... 
Douglas Steamship 
Shell Transport and 
Trading Co } 
Do. pref. shares...... 
Refineries — 
China Sugar 
Luzon Sugar ....,...-- 
Mining— 
Charhannages 
Raubs ou... 00. cbe cee ee 
Docks, Etc.— 
H. & W. Dock 
_ H&K, Wharf &G. 
New Amoy Dock ... 
S.C. F Boyd &Co.... 
Land and Building— 
Hongkong Land Inv. 
Kowloon Land & B. 
West Point Building 
Hongkong Hotel 


328), sellers 
$127, buyers 
$28, sales 
$38}, buyers 
$40, sellers 
+29, sellers 


Star Ferry 
25/-, sellers 
£38. 10-, 


$225, buyers 
S100 |315, buyers 
3490 
s4, se'lers 


Kes. 259 


18,10d. 


£50 |$216, sellers 

$50 |*112, -ellers 

$63 $27, sellers 
‘T1s. 100 [lg 155 


3147, sellers 
338}, buyers 
359, sellers 
144}, sellers 
12%, sellers 
$5, sellers 
T's. 117 


( 
¢ 
§’hai Land Ins. Co Ld., 
Cotton Mills— 

Ewo 

International 

Juaon Kung Mow ... 

Soychee ween 


Hongk. ree Aare 
Gene 


Alhawbra Limited.... 
Bell’s Asbestos E. A... 
Campbell, Moore & Co. 
China-Borneo Co., Gd. 
China Prov. L. & M... 
_ Dairy Farm.........e00.. 
Geo. Fenwick & Co., 
Green Island Cement. 


Humphreys Estate. 


‘Ns. 25, buyers 
‘ls. 20 


280 
. 160, sellers 
$13}, sellers 


3109, huyers 


$18}, buyers 
393, sellers 
$30, buyers 
5 ($45, sellers 
$30, sales 
$15, buyers 
$9, buyers 
$160, buyera 
$965, ex div, 
$255, se lers 
$155, buyers 


Honykong Electri¢ 


Hongkong & C, Gas... 
H. H.{L. Tramways... 
Hongkong Ice. ......... 
Hongkong Rope......... 
Hk. Steam Water- 
Boat Co., Ld J 
Phippine Tobacco) 
Trust Co., Ld... § 
Shanghai and Hong- ) 
kong Dyeing and > 
Cleaning Co., Ld. 
S. C. Morning Post .-.. 
ChinaLight &Power 
Co., Ld. v.ccceeeeee y 


Steam Laundry Co., ‘ 
United Asbestos 


$20, sellers 


304, sellers 


$50 

$21}, buyers 
$10, sellers 
$7 

$+, sellers 
$93 

$189 

$9}, sellers 


$13, sellers 
Watson & Co., A. s.{ $10 siz", aller 


William Powell, Ld....! $10 $124, buyers 
VERNON & SMYTH, Brokers. 


$5 
$3 
$4 
$10 
$10 
$10 


Messrs. J. P. Bisset & Co.’s in their Share Report 


dated 16th December, 1904, state :—The principal 
feature in our market during the past week has 
been the collapse in the market price of Weihaiwei 
Gold Mining shares, and we have to record an 
appalling fall during the week from $22 to $7. 
The fall is due to a circular issued by the Company 
calling for an informal meeting for to-day to raise 
immediate 

mine. At the time of writing there is a better 
feeling regarding the stock, and shares are in 


demand at §8. In Farnhams, there is also a 
Ts..175 December delivery 


to sellers at 169 December. Indos and Shanghai 
and Hongkew Wharves have maintained their 


oN 


* 


~ 


funds to save the shutting down of the 


4, 


rates. The T. T. rate on London to-day is 2/8}. © 
Banks.—Hongkong and Shanghai Banks.—Buyers 
in the South. offer $715 for shares. Marine and 
Fire Insurance.—'he only businesa in -Marine 
shares is in North China Insurances at Tis. 95 at 
which rate there are sellers. China Fires are 
offering locally.at $00. Shipping.—Indos, The 
market during the week has ruled very steady 
opening at Tis. 914 December, rising to 92, 024 
and 93 for March, and for April at 96. Shanghai 


Tugs (preference shares) have been placed at Tis. 
48, and ord. at Tis. 52. Docks and Wharves.— 


§. C. Barnham, Boyd & Co. A very large business 
haa been done in shares during the week, mostly 
covering for December Settlement. The market 
opened on the 8th inst. with sales for tash at Tis, 
173 and 175, and 175 December, 1744 and 181. 


March. On‘the 9th at 1744 cash, 175 December. 
On the 10th at 176 December, 177 January, 181 


March. On the 12th at 174, 173} and 1724 Dec. 


1741 January, 178 and.176 March. On the 14th 
172}, 172, 171, 170 and 169 December, and 177 and 
176 March. At closing the market is weaker with 
sellers at Tis. 169. Shanghai and Hongkew 
Wharves. A considerable business has been done 
in these in covering for the end of the month at 
Tis. 154 and 155 December, c.n.i., with sales for 
March at Tls, 157, The market closes quiet with 
no buyers. or sellers. Yangtze Wharf and 
Godown Co. ‘These shares have changed harids 
at Tis. 187}. Sugara—A: very large rise has 
taken place in Luzons. On the 7th quotations stood 
at $12}, closing thero are buyers at $21 in the South 
Peraks. This Company announces a dividend of 
‘is. 2), the meeting is called for. the 19th inst. 
Mining.—The only business in stocks under this 
heading is‘in Weihaiwei Golds, and these we have. 
referred to abova.. Lands.—-No business reported. 
Small lots of Shanghai Lands are wanted at Tis. 
117. Hongkong Lands are wanted in the South 
at $148. Industrial—Cotton Stocks. The only 
business reported is the sale of Laou Kung Mows 
at Tls. 30, The Ewo O. 8. & W. Co. have issued 
their report for the year which will be presented 
to share holders on the 23rd inst. The profit and 
loss account now shows a balance of Tis. 12844.76, 
which is proposed to -be carried forward to next 
account. Shanghai Ices have been placed at Tls. 
19. Shanghai Paper and Pulps are offering cash 
and December delivery at Tls.170. -Maatschappij, — 
&c., in Langkats. Business during the week has 
heen quiet, although rates have been very steady 
with sales at Tis. 302} and 305 for March, 305 
April and for December delivery at 298. -Shang- 
hai Sumatras, -no business doing. Stores and 
Ilutels—Weoks have been placed at $18. Mou- 
tries at $55 Hall & Holtz are offering at $29. 
Hotel des Colonies have been placed at Tis. 20}. 
Miscellaneous.—Only business reported is in 
Telephones at Tls. 68. Debenture Stocks.—noth- 
ing doing. Astor House 8 per cent. Debentures 


are enquired for. . 


a 


-1 EXCHANGE. 


. Sarurpay, 24th Dec-mber. 
LoNvON.— : 
Telegraphic Transfer . 
Bank Biiis, on demand 
Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight 
Bank Bills, at 4 months’ sight 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight 
- Documentary Bills,4months’ sight 1/ 14 
On PapBi1s.— a ; 
Bank Bills, on demand ..... ............ 
Credits 4 months’ sight $ 
On GERMANY.—. : 
On demand i... scccccsce ceccesce seer 98 
On New YorK.— 
Bank Bilis, on deman 
Credits, 60 days’ sight 
BomBaYy.— : 
Tolegraphic Transfer ......... 4... «1443 
Bank, on demand 144 
CaLcUrra.— 
Telegraphic Transfer | 
Bank, on demand ............6066 tite 
SHANGHAI— 
Bank, at sight aeccet vod aleenbades eeee  eeere 
Private, 30 days’ sight : 
YoroHaMa.— 
On demand 
On Mantria.—On demané seone ates 
On Srincarone.—On demand... . 
On BaTAvIA—On demand seeccvenrese ~ 116}, 


. 4 * + 
On HarpHone.—On demand ........ 14p.e.pm. 
Ow Sarcon—On demand ..............1 p.cpm. 
On BanGkKoK.—On domanad ................6.6F 


| Sovenwians, Bank's Boying Rate... 10.20 >< 
GoLp Lmar, 1(0 fine, per tae 120 804,00 
GAB SILVER, POF OB. cceccseee ceeseaes 
La - % a 


ON 


™~ 


" 71; : 
73k 


we mes 


480 


SHIPPING. 


ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 
! Maru. 

December— ARRIVALS. 
16, Johanne, German str., from Bangkok. 
16, Nubia, British str., from Shanghai. 
16, Pleiades, American str.. from Moji. 

_ 16, Scotsman, British str., from Moji. 
16, Taming, Britishst?., from Manila. 
16, Tientsin, British str., from Bombay. 
16, Waishing, British str., from Canton. 
16. Wongkoi, German str., from Swatow. 
11, Albion, British battleship, from W’baiwei. 


17, Highlander, British str., from Moji. 
17, Hyson, Britich str., from Liverpool. 
17 Luchs, German gunboat, from Canton. 
1?, Malta, British str., from Bombay, 
- 17, Manica, British str., from Shanghai. 
17, New Orleans, U.S. oruiser, from Chefoo. 
17, Phoyen, French str., from Sourabaya. 
17, Siam, British str., from Langkat. 
17, Triumph, German str., from Coast Ports. 
18, Athenian, Britsh str., from Vancouver. 
18, Australian, British str., from Melbourne. 
18, Callao, U.S. gunboat, from Canton. 
18, Chibli, British str., from Tientsin. 
18, Deramore, Norwegian str., from Haiphong. 
18, Elee, German str., from Haiptong. 
18, Ferndene, British str., from Batouw. 
18, Foochow, British str. from Cantou. 
18, Haitan, British str., from Coast Ports. 
18, Kashing, British str, from Tiantsin 
18, Kwangtah, Chinese str., from Canton. 
- 18, Profit, Norwegian str.. from Bangkok. 
15, Shassi, British str., from Tongka. 
18, Silverlip, British str., from London. 
18, Taiwan, British str., from Shanghai. 
18, Taksang, British str., from Canton. 
18 Wosang, British str., from Canton. 
18, Yiksang, British str., from Chefoo. 
19, Acme, American 4-m. ship, from Kobe. 
19, Clara Jebsen, Ger. str., from Haiphong. 
19, Clévering, British str. from Salina Cruz. 
19, Dicmed. British str., from Amoy. 
19, Ikbal, Britiah str., from Chinwantau. 
19, Korat, German str., from Bangkok. 
19, Lyeemoon, German str., from Shanghai. 
19, Meefoo, Chivese str., from Shanghai. 
19, P. EB. Friedrich, Ger. str, from Yokohama. 
19, Samsen, German str.. from Bangkok. 
19, Senegambia, British str., from Shanghai. 
20, Candia, British str., from Yokohama. 
- /20, Emprs. of China, Brit. str. from V’conver. 
20, Esang, British str, from Tientsin. 
90, Fausang, British «tr., from Java. 
90, Geo. T. Hay, British ship, from Cebu. 
20, Gregory Apcar, British str.. from Calcutta 
-96. Hailan, French str., from Pakhoi 
20; Hongkong, French str., from Haiphong. ~ 
20, Kaise.in Elisabeth, Aust. cr., from Amoy. 
20, Kwongsang, British str., from Shanghai. 
2. Loksang, British str., from Wuhu.. 
90, Loongmoon, German sté., from Canton. 
20, Lydia, German sir., from Canton. 
20, Satsuma, British str., from New York, 
90, Zafiro, British str., from Manila. 
21, Adamdstor, Portuguese er. from Amoy, 
91, Emma Luyken, Ger. sir., from Samarang, 
- 91, Hsieh Ho, Chinese str., from Shanghai, 
‘21, M. Strav-, German str., from Tamsni 
21, Ningchow, British str., from Shanghai, 
21, Tritos, German str., from Saigon, 
21, Yuensang. British +tr., from Manila, | 
92, Bawtry, British str., from Shanghai. 
32 C. Diederichsen, Ger. str., from Haiphong. 
99) Dunav. Austrian str., from Kutchinotzu. 
92, Elis. Rickmers, Ger. str., from Bangkok. 
9, Germania, German str.-from Bangkok. 
92, Haiman, British str, from Swatow. 
299 J. Diederichsen, Ger. str., from Pakhoi. 
92. Manchuria, Ar. str., from 8. Francisco. 
22, Mausang, British str., from “andakan. 
22, Nanshan, British str., from Moji. : 
92, Orange, Norwegian str., from Moji. 
92, Rajaburi, German str., from Bangkok, 
22, Roon, German str., from Hamburg. 
92, Sithonia, German str., from Hamburg. 
92, Sobralense, British str., from Liverpool. 


92, Sperb-r, German-gunboat, from Tsintan. _ 


29 Tjimahi, Dutch str., from Amoy, 

92, Workfiald, British str.. from Cardiff. 
98, Brunhilde, German str., from Bangkok: 
93, China, Austrian str., from Trieste. 

_ 28, Chiyuen. Chinese str., from Shanghai. 
23. Ocean, British battleship. from W’haiwei. 
23, Tean, British str., from Manila. 

28, Vengance, British battleship, from Amoy; 


98, Zweena, British atr., from Rangoon. 
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December— DEPARTURES, 


16, Ambria, German str., for Shanghai. 

16, Benmohr, British str., for Sourabaya. 
16, Chowtai, German str., for Bangkok. 

16, Cyrus, British str., for Sourabaya. - 

16, Kiger, Norwegian str., for Chinkiang, . 
16, Hailoong, British str., for Coast Ports. 
16, Hangsang, British atr., for Shanghai. 
16, Hanoi, French str.. for Haiphong. 


16, Henry Belckon, Norw. str., for Shanghai. 


16, Keongwai, German str., for Baugkok. 
16, Kweiyang, British str., for Shanghai. 
16, Loongsaug, British str., for Manila. 

16, Phranang, German str., for Bangkok. 
16, Texan, British str., for Honolulu. 

17, Auchenarden, British str.. for K'hinotzu. 
17, Benarty, British str., for Nagasaki. 

17, Changchow, British str., for Moji. 

. 17, Craigearn, British str., for Yokohama. 
17, Doric, British s'r., for San Francisco. 
17, Feiching; Chinese str., for Shanghai. . 
17, New Orleans, U.S. cruisar, for Manila. 
17, Nubia, British str., for Europe. 

17, Rubi, British str., for Manila. 

17, Siam, British str., for Swatow, 

17, Tyr, Norwegian str., for Hongay. 

17, Waishing. British str. for Shanghai. 
17, Whampoa, British str., for Shanghai. 
18, Cranley. British str., for Chefoo. 

18, Frithjof, Norwegian str. for Swatow. 
18, Loosok, German str., for Swatow. 

18, Malta, British str., for Shanghai. 

18. Themis. Norwegian str., for Kobe. 

19, Chihli, British str., for Canton. 

19, Foochow, British str., for Shanghai. 
19, Ferndene, British str., for Shanghai. 
19, Glenogle, British str, for Amoy. 

19, Hyson, British str., for Shanghai. 

19, Kashing, British str., for Canton. 

19, Manica, British s r., for Singapore. 
19, Sungkiang, British str., for Cebn. 

1), Taiwan, British str., for Canton. 

19, Tieutsio, British str., for Yokohama. 
19, Yiksang, British str., for Canton. 

20, Calchas, British str., for Manila. 

20, Diomed, British str., for London. 

2 , Else, German str., for Haiphong. 

20, Gacland, German str., for Haiphong. 
20, Haitan. British str.. for Swatow, 

-20, Ikbal, British str., for Durban. 

20, Kwangtah, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 
20, Lyesmoon, German str.. for Canton, 
20, Taksang, British str., for Swatow: 

20, Taming, British str., for Manila. 

21, Anghio..German s!r., for Bangkok. 
21, Anhui, British str., for ¢ hafoo. 

21, Arratoon Apcear, Brit. str., for Calcutta. 
21, Candia, British str.. for London. = 
_ 21, Devawongse. German str., for Bangkok. 


21, Dilwara, British transport, for Singapore. 


21, Holstein, G rman str., for Haiphong. 
21, Johanne, German str., for Hoihow. 

21, Kwongsang, British str., for Canton. 
21, Lennox, British str., for Kobe. 

21, Loongmoon, German str., for Shanghai. 
21; Lydia, German str., for Chinkiang, 

21, Magallanes, Amr. str., for Saigon. 

‘Z1, Meefoo, Chinese str., for Canton. 

21, Onda, British str., for Singapore. 

21, P. E. Friedrich, German str., for Europe. 
21, Senegambis, German str., for Hamburg. 
21), Sungkiang, British str., for Cebu. 

21, Triumph, German str., for Coast Ports. 
21, Wongkoi, German str., for Bangkék. 
22, Australian, British str., for Kobe. 

22, Evie T. Ray, Amr. ship, for Cebu, 

22, Hailan, French str., for Pakhoi. 

22, Hongkong, Fr. str., for Kwangchauwan. 
22, Hsieh Ho; Chinese str., for Canton. 

22, Loksang, British str., for Canton. 

22, Profit, Norwegian str., for Bangkok. | 
22, Satsuma, British str., for Shanghai. 

22, Sheila, British str., for Newcas' le. 

22, Silverlip, British str., for Shanghai. 

23, Choysang, British str., for Shanghai. 


23, Clara Jebsen, German str., for Chinkiang. 


23, Deramor;, British str., for Kobe, 

23, Esang, British str.. for Canton. 

23, Haimnn, British str, for Swatow. 
23, Laertes, British str., for Saigon. 

23, Ningchow, British str., for Shanghai. 
23, Roon, German str., for Shanghai. 
23, Shansi, British str., for Shanghai. 
23, Tritos, German str., for Taintau. 

23, Wosang, British str, for Shaughai. 
23, Workfield, British str., for Shanghai. 
2', Yuensang, British str., for Manila. 


_ 23, Zafiro, British atr., for Manila. 


2 Per ; 


December 26, 1904.] 
PASSENGER LIST. \ 
ABRIVED. 


Per Nubia, from Shanghai, for Hongkong, - 


Messra. E. H. J. Hogg, Robson, Bulow Van 
Ravens, H, E. Sly, Mr. and Mra, Mead, Dr, Ten 
Kate, Mrs..Fuju, Messrs. Brooks, A, Levett, 


D. Fick, N. Cito, and Lieut. Kleyenstuber;. for © 


Singapore, Messrs. W. Hammond, RB. Wil-da, 
C. Roberts, and’ G. Brinkworth; for London; 
Mr. P. J. Kitching, Mr. and Mra. Neave, Mrs. 
H. M. Bevis, Miss Bevis, Mr. and Mrs. G. R. 
Barry, and Mr. Crosthwaite. 
Per Maltu, from Caloutta for Hongkong, 
Mr. O'Sullivan; from Marseilles, Mr. and Mrs. 
Nissim, Dr. Montgomery, Maj. E. J. Wilkins, 
Messrs. Loureiro and A. C€. Clear; from 
London, Mrs. Whitlow. child and maid, Mrs. 
Stevenson; Messrs. A. A, Clothier, J. McLaren, 
Lieut. EK. Stevenson R.N., J. D, Christie, J. 
Galbraith; J. Diokie, T. H. King, C. Armstrong, 
Fruan, T. W. Blake and G. W./Flord; from 
Gibraltar, Capt. and Mrs Madura; from Mar. 


seilles via -Todia, Mr. and Miss Mody, Col- - 


R. 8. Marshall; from Bombay, Messrs. F, Ab- 
dulla, 8. C. Khan, A. Nanabhoy, R. Pollonji 
and H. D. Gotla; from Penang, Mr. Reblers; 
from Singapore, Mr. and Mrs. Colombo; from 


London for Manila, Miss Arden; for Shanghai, 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Rose, Mr. and Mrs. Brown, 


Mrs. J. P. Donovan, Miss M. Morphy, Miss 
‘Moneypenny, Messrs. E. W. Rutter and C, L. 
i:Anderson; from Marseilles, Dr. Guinness, 
Messrs. R.C. P. Richards. A. KE. Stewart, N. 
A. Lane, W. A. Miles, A. B. Leane and J. 
Thompsop ; from Singapore, Mr. R. Hirose. 
Manchuria, from San Francisco, &o., 
Mr. and Mrs. W. 8. Allon, Messrs. ('. U. 
Bohanan and J. J. Coleman, Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Detzer, Dr. and Mrs. M. Herzog, Messrs. J. E. 


Kelly. J. L. Manning, R. E. McGrath and F. E. 
McHugh, Mr. and Mrs. Chris J. Bauer, Mrs. 


Clara Saunders, Mr. and Mrs. C. L. Gorham, . 


Mrs, Newell, Mr. and Mrs. B, Preston, Mr. 8. P. 
‘Talate, Capt. and Mrs, B. Schlafke, Mr. Jacqnet, 


Misses Florence Borden and N. J.. Borden, 
Mr. Hens Borg. Master L.. Detzer, Messrs, A. G. 


Escamillo, J. R. Hamilton, Mr. and Mrs. J. M. 
Jenks, Miss H. Jenks, Messrs. J. McMullen, 
James McNanght, D. W. Murphy, George g,! 
Schoens, Mrs. John Stevenson, Mr. P. Suadhas, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. 8S. Van Buren, Miss Brinker- 


| hoff, Mr. and Mrs. Henry W. Peabody, Mrs. J. 


B. Kuhns, Miss Lottie Scott, Messrs, Ellis 


Kadoorie, 8. Kato. Robert J. Cook. W. J. | 


Crampton and (, F. Davies, Mr. ‘and Mrs. 
Clifford H. French,-Mr, James Hopper, Dr. and 
Mrs. Alexander Lyall. Mra. A. M. Luther, Mr. 
Jos2 Vano Reyés, Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Oakley. 
Messrs, W. F. Barnas.-A. C. Nessler, William 


| Black, Mr. und Mrs A. H. Afoog, Mr. €, W. 


Nelson, Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Hopkins, Messrs. 
James E. White, F. Kashiwakuna, and Y. 
Moyoyama. ; ; 

Her Haimun, |from Swatow, Dr, Hahn and 
Mr. T. O. Sullivan. 


‘ NEPARTED. 
’ Per Nubia, {rom Hon:kong, for Colombo, 
Mrs. W. H. Pile} Miss 8S. H. Lafourcade, and 
Mr. F. G. Robson; for Sues. Miss Margaret 
Stevens; for Brindisi, Messrs. /. M. Abbott, 
J. M. Abbott, N. Shoemaker, Miss Martha B. 


Shoemaker, ne .H. Tettimer, Dr. and Mrz, - 


ir. and Mrs, W. D. Keystone, 
Miss A. Keystane, Mrs. A. L. Scott and son, 
Messrs, A. J. Scott and John G. Warwick; for 
Marseilles, Major J. O. Hutchinson, Mr. Arthar 
Kohler. Mr. and Mrs. R, W. Price, Mr. and 
Mrs. Kalbect and family; for London, Mr. and 
Mrs.J.\A. Bradshaw, Mr. C, H. Hopkins, Licut.- 
‘ol. Wm. Jotnsoh, Comdr. John Nicholas, «.N., 
Lieut. GH. Freberg, RN., Psymr P. W. 


Per Lee Peas, 


Roome, RN., Lieuts. O. M. Makins and T. W.” 


Pratt, R.N . Massrs. H. R. Eastoott, H. W. 
Eas‘cott, Asst. Raymr. F.C. V. Brown, Mr. T, 
8. Roborts, Dr.|M. Mackenzie, Messre.-W. H: 
C. Ryan and E.} Harold Low: from Shanghai, 
for Singapore, Messrs. W. A. Hammond, R 
Wilson, C. R berts. and G. Brinkworih: for 
Londoo, Mr. F. J. Kitching, Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Neare, Miss W} C. Bevis, Mrs. H. M: Bevis, 
Mr. ‘and Mrs. G. RB. Barry, and wr. P._ A. 
Crosthwaite. ; 


Printed and published by Berra Augustus 
Haxe for thp Concerned, at 14, Des Vaux 
Road - Cen’ 
London Office: 131, Fleet Street, B.C 


al, City of Victoria, Hongkong. 
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